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JEREMIAH

AUTHOR: Jeremiah
DATE: 626-586 B.C.

THEMES: Failure to Repent Leads to Destruction; God Will Restore
KEY WORDS: Word of the Lord, Heart, Return

AUTHOR
Jeremiah, son of Hilkiah, was a prophet from the town of Anathoth and perhaps
was descended from the priest Abiathar. The meaning of his name is uncertain,
but “Yahweh Exalts” and “Yahweh Throws” are possibilities. More is known about
Jeremiah’s personal life than any other prophet in the Old Testament because
he gives us so many glimpses into his thinking, concerns, and frustrations.
God commands Jeremiah not to marry or have children to illustrate that
judgment is pending and that the next generation would be swept away (16:1-13).
Jeremiah’s closest friend and associate is his scribe Baruch. Other than this
man, he has few friends. Only Ahikam, Ahikam’s son Gedaliah, and Ebed-Melech
seem to qualify. Partly, this is because Jeremiah proclaims a message of doom, a
message contrary to the hope of the people and one that includes a suggestion
of surrender to the Babylonians. In spite of Jeremiah'’s declaration of disaster,
his scathing rebuke of the leaders, and contempt for idolatry, his heart aches
for his people because he knows that Israel’s salvation cannot be divorced
from faith in God and a right covenantal relationship expressed by obedience.

DATE
Jeremiah prophesied to Judah during the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim,
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. His call is dated at about 627 B.C., and his ministry
continued until a short time after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. The prophet
Zephaniah preceded Jeremiah slightly; and Nahum, Habakkuk, and perhaps
Obadiah were contemporaries. Ezekiel was a younger contemporary who proph-
esied in Babylon from 593 to 571 B.C.

BACKGROUND
Jeremiah began his ministry in the reign of Josiah, a good king who temporarily
delayed the judgment God had declared due to Manasseh’s wicked rule. Josi-
ah had begun a reform, which included the destruction of pagan high places
throughout Judah and Samaria. The reform, however, had little lasting effect
on the people.

Events were changing rapidly in the Near East. Assyria was weakening, and
Ashurbanipal, the last great Assyrian king, died in 627 B.C. Josiah was expanding
his territory to the north; King Nabopolassar from Babylon and Pharaoh Necho
from Egypt were trying to assert their authority over Judah.

In 609 B.C., Josiah was killed at Megiddo when he attempted to prevent Necho
from aiding the Assyrian remnant. Josiah’s three sons (Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim,
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and Zedekiah) and a grandson (Jehoiachin) followed him on the throne. Jer-
emiah saw the folly of the political policy of these kings and warned them of
God’s plan for Judah, but they did not heed the warning. Jehoiakim was openly
hostile to Jeremiah and destroyed one scroll Jeremiah had sent by cutting off
a few columns at a time and throwing them into the fire. Zedekiah was a weak
and vacillating ruler, at times seeking Jeremiah’s advice, but at other times
allowing Jeremiah'’s enemies to mistreat and imprison him.

CONTENT
The book consists mainly of a short introduction (1:1-3), a collection of ora-
cles against Judah and Jerusalem that Jeremiah dictates to his scribe Baruch
(1:4—20:18), oracles against foreign nations (25:15-38; chs. 46-51), events writ-
ten about Jeremiah in the third person, perhaps by Baruch (chs. 26-45), and
a historical appendix (ch. 52) that is almost identical to 2 Kings 24 and 25. The
prophecies in the book are not in chronological order.

Jeremiah has a compassionate heart for his people and prays for them even
when the Lord tells him not to do so. Yet he condemns the rulers, the priests,
and false prophets for leading the people astray. He also attacks the people
for their idolatry and proclaims severe judgment unless they repent. Because
Jeremiah knows God’s intentions, he advocates surrender to the Babylonians
and writes to those already in exile to settle down and live normal lives. While
many people brand Jeremiah as a traitor for preaching surrender, he has their
best interest at heart. Jeremiah knows that God cares about individuals and
their relationship to Him; he also knows that unless the people honor God’s
covenant, the nation will be destroyed.

Jeremiah was just a youth when God called him to carry a severe message
of doom to his people. He attempted to avoid this task but could not remain
silent. The people had become so corrupt under Manasseh that God had no
choice but to bring an end to the nation. Defeated and taken into exile, the
people would reflect on what had happened to them and why. Then, after God
chastised them and they repented, God would bring a remnant back to Judah,
punish the nations who had punished them, and fulfill His old covenants with
Israel, David, and the Levites. In addition, He would give them a New Covenant
and write His law on their hearts. David’s throne would again be established,
and faithful priests would serve them.

LITERARY FEATURES

Jeremiah uses many literary styles and devices, and while he writes some chap-
ters in prose, most chapters are poetic in form. His poetry is as beautiful and
lyrical as any in Scripture. He effectively makes use of repetition, such as the
phrase “by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence” (14:12). Jeremiah
uses symbolism in his portrayal of the linen sash (13:1), the potter’s earthen flask
(19:1), and the bonds and yokes (27:2). Cryptograms are used in 25:26 and 51:1,
41. Jeremiah is a keen observer of plants and animals (2:21, 23), and has given
us many beautiful phrases (2:13; 7:11; 8:20, 22; 31:29, 33).

PERSONAL APPLICATION
Jeremiah sees that religion is essentially a moral and spiritual relationship with
God, a relationship that elicits our devotion; he also sees that we are respon-
sible for our own sin. The New Covenant (31:31-40) is the spiritual bond that
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God forms with us. It is a new and unconditional covenant where God writes
the law on our hearts, forgives our iniquity, and remembers our sins no more.
All this is fulfilled in the incarnation of Christ and in the gospel He preaches.

Much of Jeremiah’s message is relevant because it is timeless. Sin always must
be punished, but true repentance brings restoration. Idolatry, which consists
of such things as wealth, talent, or position, is called by new names today, but
the sin is the same, and the remedy is the same. God calls for obedience to His
commands in a pure covenantal relationship. Sin requires repentance and
restoration; obedience leads to blessing and joy.

CHRIST REVEALED
Through his action and attitude Jeremiah portrays a lifestyle similar to that of
Jesus, and for this reason he may be called a type of Christ in the Old Testament.
Jeremiah shows great compassion for his people and weeps over them. He
suffers much at their hands, but he forgives them. It can be said that Jeremiah
is one of the most Christlike personalities in the Old Testament.

Jesus alludes to several passages from Jeremiah in His teaching: “Has this
house, which is called by My name, become a den of thieves in your eyes?” (7:11;
Matt. 21:13); “Who have eyes and see not, and who have ears and hear not” (Jer.
5:21; Mark 8:18); “Then you will find rest for your souls” (Jer. 6:16; Matt. 11:29);
“My people have been lost sheep” (Jer. 50:6; Matt. 10:6).

THE HOLY SPIRIT AT WORK
A symbol of the Holy Spirit is fire. God assures Jeremiah, “I will make My words
inyour mouth fire” (5:14). At one point Jeremiah wants to stop mentioning God,
but he says, “His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones;
Iwas weary of holding it back, and I could not” (20:9). Today we would call this
the work of the Holy Spirit in Jeremiah.

Apart from inspiring the prophet and revealing God’s message to him, the
Holy Spirit is the One to carry out the promise of a New Covenant that will put
God'’s law in our minds and write it on our hearts. The external commands of the
01d Covenant will now be internalized, and we will have the power to conform
in every respect to God’s moral law. The knowledge of God will be universal,
and other peoples will be included in God'’s blessing. Under the Old Covenant,
forgiveness was promised, but now forgiveness comes with the promise that
God will remember our sin no more.
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OUTLINE OF JEREMIAH
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2:1—33:26
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C. Miscellaneous materials
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Historical Appendix 34:1—-35:19
A. Warning to Zedekiah 34:1-7
B. Manumission of slaves

revoked 34:8-22

C. The symbol of the Rechabites 35:1-19

. Jeremiah’s Trials and

36:1—45:5
36:1-32

Sufferings
A. Jehoiakim and the scrolls

VI.

B. Siege and fall of Jerusalem 37:1—40:6
C. Gedaliah and his

assassination 40:7—41:18
D. The flight to Egypt 42:1—43:7
E. Jeremiah in Egypt 43:8—44:30
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Oracles Against Foreign
Nations 46:1—51:64
A. Against Egypt 46:1-28
B. Against the Philistines 47:1-7
C. Against Moab 48:1-47
D. Against the Ammonites 49:1-6
E. Against Edom 49:7-22
F. Against Damascus 49:23-27
G. Against Kedar and Hazor 49:28-33
H. Against Elam 49:34-39
|. Against Babylon 50:1—51:64
Historical Appendix 52:1-34
A. Zedekiah'’s reign 52:1-3

B. Siege and fall of Jerusalem  52:4-27

C. Summary of three
deportations

D. Release of Jehoiachin from

prison

52:28-30

52:31-34
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JEREMIAH 1:10

The words of Jeremiah the son of CHAPTER 1 5 “Before I “formed you in the womb ¥I
Hilkiah, of the priests who were %in | {0 2¢® knew you;
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2to }Sf:rg:gf‘j?er_ Before you were born I csanctified’ you;
whom the word of the LORD came in the 29:27 ' N 12ordained you a prophet to the
days of 4Josiah the son of Amon, king of | 2J}",1 5% nations.”
Judah, Pin the thirteenth year of his reign. 2O 34cts 6 N
31t came also in the days of Jehoiakim | bJer253 Then said I
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, buntil %555 | a“an 1ord Gop!
the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah | 2Cn: 3656 Behold, I cannot speak, forIama
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, ‘until the | 24:17;1chr youth”
carrying away of Jerusalem captive %in the | 37%,25™ )
fifth month. Jer 392 Jer. 7But the LORD said to me:
52:12 92 Kin.
25:8 “ ‘ 4
The Prophet Is Called Do not Salz,alll ama Y(l)luth' N q
4Then the word of the LORD came to me, Foryou s gotoall towhom I sen
saying: you,
And *whatever I command you, you
shall speak.
m. DYNAMICS 8 aDo I;Ot be afraid of their faces,
For YT am with you to deliver you,” says
1:4, 5 A Believer’s Prophetic Assignment the LORD.
(Jeremiah), BIBLICAL MEN. Born into a .
priestly line, Jeremiah was set apart before 9Then the LORD put forth His hand and
birth, and called and empowered as a young atouched my mouth, and the LORD said
man to tear down and build up as a proph- tome:
et to the nations (1:1-10). His assignment
included proclaiming the truth of God’s “Behold, I have bput My *words in your
impending judgment on sin (11:9-13), and mouth.
E)row'ding hope through ;u:lning bac? toerod 10 aSee, T have this day set you over the
7:2-7; 29:11-14; 31:27-34). However, far from . .
delighting in his warnings of doom, Jeremiah bnatlons and over the kingdoms,
expressed deep concern for his neighbors 5. 4015 To drOOt out agd tohpull %Own'
(8:21;911). Luke 1115]: To destroy and to throw down,
God has a plan for each of His people to (gallj 515 ’sLt To build and to plant.”
|
= 6 9Ex. 4:10;
role (1 Pet. 2:5-9), but is also set apart and %1230 PRAYING - THE WORD
empowered to declare truth to those who 38; Jer. 1:47;
are far from God (Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:18—20). This Matt. 28:20 :
prophetic message will be used to teardown %35 1o Thank You, Lord, for know"?g
strongholds and arguments against God'’s \IJ)OQSL;} 131563 o me befor e You fOl’?Yl@d mein
ways (2 Cor. 10:4, 5), and to build up others 15:20; Hob. I
to discover their intended redemptive pur- = 136 ° the womb and f or sanctlf ying
pose (Eph. 2:10; Jer. 29:m). But, like Jeremiah, 1567 Mark me before | was born. No
God'’s people are not called to rejoice over 4:11-16; Deut. .
impending judgment (Prov. 24:17; James 2:12, 15?,‘1%? Is. r_natter my age or Stage n
13), but must embrace compassionate love  “see ww at life, Lord, whatever You tell
for those who need to hear God'’s gracious Deut 1:1. .
offer of salvation from destruction (Rom. 5:8; 1%;,_'(1";}71?1'5;7 me to Sp eak | will Sp eak.
1Tim. 2:4). (Job 1:8/Dan. 6:3) T.C. Eng- 21261 g: 5 Adapted from Jeremiah 1:6, 7
or. 10:4,

1:1 Son of Hilkiah: Used to distinguish this Jeremiah from
several other men of the same name, two of whom were his
contemporaries (35:3; 52:1). Priests: Like Ezekiel, who was his

younger contemporary, Jeremiah was both a prophet and priest.

Anathoth: A city located about 3 miles northeast of Jerusalem in
the territory of Benjamin and the hirthplace of Jeremiah. God
instructed him to redeem a field in that city (32:7-9).

1:2 Word of the Lorb: A favorite expression of Jeremiah, used
more than 50 times. Josiah was the last good king of Judah, and

Jeremiah’s ministry began in Josiah’s thirteenth year (626 B.C.).

1:3 After the righteous king Josiah, four kings reigned over Judah:
Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. The two who
are not mentioned here probably are omitted due to the brevity
of their reigns, each approximately three months. Fifth month:
The month of Ab (July—August).

1:4-10 See section 5 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

1:5 God’s sovereignty is shown in that He formed . . . sanctified
(set apart), and ordained (appointed) Jeremiah to be a prophet
(one who is called) and to be His spokesman to the nations
(Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Judah, and others).

1:6-8 | cannot speak: Like Moses (Ex. 3:4), Jeremiah claimed
inadequacy and inexperience (a youth), but God’s support and
presence (I am with you) will overcome Jeremiah’s deficiency.

1:7, 8 God makes three demands of Jeremiah: stop voicing dis-
qualification, speak obediently God’s bidding, and refuse to fear.

1:9 Touched my mouth: Compare the experience of Isaiah (see
Is. 6:7). This may connote God’s cleansing and consecrating of
Jeremiah’s mouth.

1:10 God’s word is a dynamic and creative force that will accom-
plish His purpose (see Is. 55:10, 11). Jeremiah repeatedly uses the
verbs to root out and to pull down.. . . to destroy and to throw
down.. .. to build and to plant (see 18:7-9; 24:6; 31:28; 42:10).
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WORD . WEALTH

11 ILit. rod
12 ILit. watching
13 aEzek. 11:3;
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Against them concerning all their
wickedness,

; f;‘ﬁr 61 Because 2they have forsaken Me,
1:12 ready, shagad; Strong's #8245: Watching, | 15 “Jelz 6:22; Burned Pincense to other gods,
waking, hastening, anticipating; to be sleep- | 259 1. 227: And worshiped the works of their own

less, alert, vigilant; on the lookout; to care for
watchfully. This verb occurs 12 times, includ-
ing Psalm127:1: “Unless the LORD guards the

city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” In

Jeremiah 31:28, God promises to watch over
His people with an intent to build and to plant.
The present reference may best be under-
stood by noting the linguistic connection

between “waking” (shaqad) and “almond”
(shaged) in Hebrew. The almond is considered

the “waker” in Hebrew thought, because it, of
all trees, blossoms early, watching diligently
for the opportunity to bloom. Thus, in verses

11, 12, the linking of the vision of an almond

branch and its interpretation is clear.

NMoreover the word of the LORD came
tome, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?”

And1Isaid, “I see a 'branch of an almond
tree.”

12Then the LORD said to me, “You have
seen well, for I am 'ready to perform My
word.”

13And the word of the LORD came to
me the second time, saying, “What do

16 2Deut. 28:20;

¢hands.

17 “Therefore *prepare yourself and arise,
And speak to them all that I command
you.
bDo not be dismayed before their faces,
Lest I dismay you before them.
18 For behold, I have made you this day
aA fortified city and an iron pillar,
And bronze walls against the whole
land—
Against the kings of Judah,
Against its princes,
Against its priests,
And against the people of the land.
They will fight against you,
But they shall not prevail against you.
For I am with you,” says the LORD, “to
deliver you.”

God'’s Case Against Israel

Moreover the word of the LORD came to (5)

me, saying, 2“Go and cry in the hearing
of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD:

you see?” Jer. 17:13 bis,
23 os ol 65:3, 4; Jer. “
And I said, “I see %a boiling pot, and itis | 7g¢is. 5710; I remgmber you,
facing away from the north.” Jer. 2:28 The kindness of your “youth,
. 17 41 Kin. 18:46;
14Then the LORD said to me: 2Kin. 4:29; The love of your betrothal,
. Toeea® | "When you 'went after Me in the
“Out of the “north calamity shall break ! 16 3] bEzek. wilderness,
forth 18 als, 50:7: Jer. In a land not sown.

On all the inhabitants of the land.

6:27; 15:20 3

aIsrael was holiness to the LORD,

15 For behold,.I.am “calling CHAPTER 2 bThe firstfruits of His increase.
All the families of the kingdoms of the | #/=2°% |>% cAll that devour him will offend;
north,” says the LORD; ;%e,“,gm;f“ Disaster will “‘come upon them,” says
“They shall come and Yeach one set his | 34x. 195, the LORD.”
throne i
At the entrance of the gates of g pev 144 | “Hear the word of the LORD, O house of
Jerusalem Sler. 12:14 Jacob and all the families of the house of
! S Israel. 5Thus says the LORD:
Against all its walls all around, fo 41 :111é;Jer. . y. :
And against all the cities of Judah. 53%75, 4 Mic a“what injustice have your fathers
16 T will utter My judgments 63 found in Me,

1:11, 12 See section 5 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

1:11, 12 This vision is the first of many uses of nature in the
book. The play on words between the similar sounding almond
and “watching” in Hebrew is a reminder that the almond tree
blooms early in the spring, becoming the tree that is ready and
watching as all other blossoms/events unfold.

1:13-19 See section 5 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

1:13, 14 A second vision is a boiling pot (judgment and calamity)
from the north, since most of the invaders of Israel and Judah
came from that direction.

1:15, 16 The Babylonians are the major instrument used by
God to punish His enemies (see Hab. 1:6), and they did set up
a throne in the Middle Gate of Jerusalem (39:3). Judgment will
come because of the broken covenant (they have forsaken
Me) and idolatry.

1:17 Prepare yourself: Literally “gird your loins,” that is, arrange

your clothing for activity. For similar action, see Ex. 12:11 and
1 Kin. 18:46.

2:1, 2 See section 5 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

2:2 Kindness: The Hebrew word conveys the concept of covenant
loyalty, love, and faithfulness. Betrothal: The Sinai covenant is
compared to a marriage vow, and God is called Israel’s husband
(see Is. 54:5; Ezek. 16:1-14; Hos. 2:16).

2:3 Holiness: As in 1:5, the basic idea is to be set apart to the
Lorb. Firstfruits: Israel was to be the first of many nations to
follow after God.

2:4 Sometimes, as here, Israel refers to the southern kingdom
of Judah, Jeremiah’s audience, since God views them as part
of the original nation of Israel. Elsewhere in the book, for
example in 2:14, 15; 3:6, 7, Israel refers specifically to the
northern kingdom taken into Assyrian captivity more than
100 years earlier.
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That they have gone far from Me, s02kin. 17:15; | 12 Be astonished, O heavens, at this,
bHave followed 'idols, e o s Andbe horribly afraid;
And have become idolaters? vanities or Be very desolate,” says the LORD.
6 Neither did they say, ‘Where is the ooix 50215, | 13 “For My people have committed two
LORD, 811 "Deut. evils:
Who %brought us up out of the land of | 7anum. 13:27 They have forsaken Me, the *fountain
Egypt, phm, 35:35; of living *waters,
‘Who led us through Pthe wilderness, 43 And hewn themselves cisterns—
Through aland of deserts and pits, 8o ey broken cisterns that can hold no
Through a land of drought and the 9 aler. 2:35; water.
shadow of death, S e W a R
Through aland that no one crossed | ‘eontend witn 1 “Is Israel “a servant? )
And where no one dwelt? Heb. Kittm, Is he a homeborn slave?
7 Ibrought you into %a bountiful v | s Whyishe plundered? =
country, cultures 2n The young lions roared at him, and
To eat its fruit and its goodness. o esert, growled;
But when you entered, you bdefiled My | representative ;?:Zi?;d:rgﬁéiﬁggﬁigout
land cultures . . ’
And made My heritage an 11 Mic. 45 inhabitant.
abomination. s 57105, | 0 Also the people of 'Noph and
8 The priests did not say, ‘Where isthe | 19520 Fom. . “Tgll)lpal?hetsh ¢ ourhead
LORD? ave Zbroken the crown of your head.
And those who handle the %law did not 17 “Have you ?fOt brought this on
. ourself,
Thekflﬁ‘grg[;’so trans i 18P, 365; der. In t¥1at ou have forsaken the LORD
gressed against 17:13; [John b
Me; e atls your God
bThe prophets prophesied by Baal, w2 When "He led you in the way?

And walked after things that do not laEx 4220 118 And now why take “the road to Egypt,
profit. 5017 To drink the waters of ’Sihor?
16 92 Kin. J
9 “Therefore °T will yet 'bring charges A, Or wl}y take the road to CAssyrla,
st vou” ¥ the ToRD Jer 437-9 To drink the waters of 'the River?
againstyou, says the ) Memphisin | 19 Your own wickedness will Acorrect you,
“And against your children’s children | 53’0 22" And M Qo : ’
o your *backslidings will rebuke
aJer. 4:18
10 Fo wglsglralg go(;l}?'flieeséoasts of 'Cyprus \Dai 210 you
rp d V! YPIu 18 s 3013 Know therefore and see that it is an
s ?int zif' darand consid tHos, 513 evil and bitter thing
en .1.0 edarand consider 190s Soaes That you have forsaken the LORD your
(;11 lgelélﬂﬁ’, hasb h aathi 4:18; Hos. 5:5 Godq,
!/
aAn see if there has been such a“thing. | aeed And the 'fear of Me is not in you,”
1 9Hasa natlc;n changed its gods, Jor. 5:6. Says the Lord GoD of hosts
Which are Pnot gods? 204Lev. 26:13 )
¢But My people have changed their j§:n1 gfis; 20“For of old I have “broken your yoke
Glory j”sdg; ?2]‘150 and burst your bonds;
For what does not profit. Kt serve And byou said, ‘I will not 'transgress,

2:6, 7 The Exodus from Egypt, wilderness wanderings, and con-

quest of the land are mentioned as part of God’s grace and mercy,
but Israel defiled the land, making it ceremonially unclean by
her action (see 3:1, 2, 9).

2:8 Those responsible for leading—the priests . . . rulers, and
prophets—were all disobedient because they failed to consult
the LoRD.

2:9-13 Such folly had not been seen in any culture, neither in
Cyprus (representing the Western cultures) nor in Kedar (a site
in northern Arabia representing the Eastern cultures); that is, the
folly of a people forsaking living waters, which only God can
supply (see 17:13; Ps. 36:9; Is. 55:1; John 4:10-14) for cisterns
that leak. The ability to make cisterns watertight by the use of
plaster enabled the Israelites to settle where no natural water
supply was available. The two evils are that of forsaking and
then replacing God.

2:15 Lions: Used figuratively of the Assyrians who made his
land waste and burned his cities.

2:16 Noph: Memphis, capital of ancient lower (northern) Egypt.

Tahpanhes: Egyptian border fortress, also known as Baal Zephon
(Gr. Daphnai, modern Tell Deforeh), in the eastern delta region
about 27 miles SSW of modern Port Said. Broken: More likely
“grazed,” in the sense that the head is shaved, which brought
disgrace.

2:18 History shows Israel’s tendency to seek help alternately from
Assyria and Egypt. Sihor: More properly Shihor, the easternmost
branch of the Nile River, which flows into the Mediterranean
Sea near Pelusium. Perhaps it forms the southwest limit of the
territory of Israel (see Josh. 13:3). The term is Egyptian and means
“Waters of Horus.” The River is the Euphrates.

2:20—3:5 Jeremiah uses numerous figures of speech to portray
the rebellion of Judah: a stubborn ox (v. 20), a wild vine (v. 21),
a stain that will not wash out (v. 22), a dromedary and wild
donkey in heat (w. 23, 24), and a thief (v. 26).

2:20 Although Judah has sworn to keep the commands of the
Lord who freed her from her yoke and bonds, she has offered
sacrifices where the pagans worship on every high hill and un-
der every green tree. In doing this she has committed spiritual
adultery like a harlot.
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‘When ‘on every high hill and under 20 <Deut. 12:2; Let them arise,
every green tree e e If they bcan save you in the time of
You lay down, 4playing the harlot. RNCVIION your 'trouble;
21 Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a Is. 5:2 bDeut, For ¢according to the number of your
seed of highest quality. ot e, cities
How ;then have you turned before Me 127HJ§ST - Areyour gods, O Judah.
Int(x)/i ;2;9 degenerate plant of an alien 2%’3;55 s012 | 29“Whywill you plead with Me? ‘ )
22 For though you wash yourself with lye, | 25%.57:10; You all have transgressed against Me,
and use much soap, e says the LORD.

Yet your iniquity is *marked’ before
Me,” says the Lord GoD.

26 9ls. 28:7; Jer.
5:31

27 aJer. 3:9
bJudg. 10:10;
Is. 26:16; Hos.

30 “In vain I have “chastened your children;
They breceived no correction.
Your sword has ‘devoured your

23 “How* can you say, ‘I am not 'polluted, 515 prophets
I have not gone after the Baals’? RS Like a destroying lion.
See your way in the valley; o .
Know what you have done: 31 “O *generation, see the word of the
You are a swift dromedary breaking Lorp! .
loose in her ways, Have I been a wilderness to Israel,
24 Awild donkey used to the wilderness, Oraland of darkness? ,
That sniffs at the wind in her desire; aWhY do My people say, ‘We ‘are lords;
In her time of mating, who can turn ‘We will come no more to You’?
her away? s, 45:20 32 Cana *virgin forget her ornaments,
All those who seek her will not weary | 2Kn. 1750, Orabride her attire?
themselves; Orevii Yet My people %have forgotten Me
In her month they will find her. i g, days without number.
5:3;7:28

25 Withhold your foot from being
unshod, and your throat from
thirst.

tNeh. 9:26; Jer.
26:20-24; Acts
7:52; 1 Thess.

33 “Why do you beautify your way to seek
love?

e . A Therefore you have also taught

But you said, “There is no hope. 32:15; Jer. The wicked women your ways.

No! For I ha\{e lovgd baliens, and after 502% nzigr"have 34 Also on your skirts is found
them Iwill go. ‘SeeWwatEsin. | aThe blood of the lives of the poor

26 “As the thief is ashamed when he is 32Ps. 106:21; innocents.
found out, A I have not found it by 'secret search,

So is the house of Israel ashamed; i b, But plainly on all these things.

They and their kings and their e 35 4Yet you say, ‘Because I am innocent,
princes, and their priests and their | 21:16;24:4; Surely His anger shall turn from me.
aprophets, N Behold, I will plead My case against

27 Saying to a tree, “You are my father, S;d;gging‘za you,

And to a %stone, ‘You gave birth to me.” | 29; Mal. 2:17; ¢Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.

For they have turned theirbackto Me, | Soersars | 36“Why do you gad about so much to
and not their face. 1-John 1:8, 10] change your way?

But in the time of their Ptrouble 3?40?%%;22’ Also you shall be ashamed of Egypt

They will say, ‘Arise and save us. 2l 0 cas you were ashamed of Assyria.

28 But “where are your gods that you 33 3“21 gfarg; 37 Indeed you will go forth from him
have made for yourselves? 14:3,4 With your hands on %your head;

2:21 God had planted Judah as a noble vine (a Sorek vine bore
red grapes of highest quality), but she has become degenerate
(see Is. 5:1-7).

2:22 Lye and soap are mineral and vegetable alkali respectively.
Judah’s iniquity can be taken away only by repentance, never
by soap.

2:23 The valley: Probably the Hinnom valley where infants
were sacrificed to the pagan god Molech. The dromedary here
is a young she-camel galloping aimlessly.

2:24 The wild donkey was free and untamable (see Job 39:5-8)
and was used to the wilderness. Sniffs at the wind indicates
active searching. Her lovers will not need to find her; she will
find them.

2:25 Withhold your foot has the implication of not wearing
out the shoes running after aliens, either foreign gods or people
or both.

2:26 The thief is ashamed when he is caught, not so much
because he has been doing wrong, but that he is found out.
For the rulers involved, see v. 8.

2:27 The tree (or Asherah) and stone (or sacred pillar) were used
in pagan cult practices. The Israelites were ordered to destroy
them (Deut. 12:2, 3), but much of the time they joined in their
use (Judg. 2:11-15).

2:30 Sword has devoured your prophets: An example is 26:20—
23. Thus, the threats that will be made against Jeremiah’s life
will be real. See also Neh. 9:26; Matt. 23:35.

2:32 Forget: Contrast v. 2 where God remembers (see 18:15).
2:36 Egypt and Assyria: See vv. 15-18.

2:37 Hands on your head: Ancient reliefs depict captives with
their hands tied together above their heads. Trusted allies:
Assyria and Egypt.
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For the LORD has rejected your trusted
allies,
And you will not prosper by them.

37 bJer. 37:7-10

CHAPTER 3
14Deut. 24:1-4
bJer. 2:7 cJer.

JEREMIAH 3:14
Behold, you have spoken and done
evil things,
Asyou were able.”

2:20; Ezek.

Israel Is Shameless

16:26 dJer. 4:1;

A Call to Repentance

3 “They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, 25oe 11312 6The LORD said also to me in the days of
And she goes from him 321 | Josiah the king: “Have you seen what back-
And becomes another man’s, f’ﬁﬁt”j; ., sliding* Israel has done? She has “gone up
aMay he return to her again?’ violated on every high mountain and under every
Would not that bland be greatly Sheviel | green tree, and there played the harlot.
polluted? 4%?9-1 il 74And I said, after she had done all these

But you have “played the harlot with Prov. 247 byer. | things, ‘Return to Me. But she did not return.
many lovers; saeioss | And her treacherous bsister Judah saw it.

4Yet return to Me,” says the LORD.

“Lift up your eyes to %the desolate
heights and see:
Where have you not lain with men?
bBy the road you have sat for them
Like an Arabian in the wilderness;
¢And you have polluted the land
With your harlotries and your

[Is. 57:16]; Jer.
3:12

8Then I saw that ?for all the causes for which
*backsliding Israel had committed adultery,
I had Pput her away and given her a certifi-
cate of divorce; ¢yet her treacherous sister
Judah did not fear, but went and played the

harlot also. 980 it came to pass, through her

casual harlotry, that she 2defiled the land

and committed adultery with bstones and

trees.10And yet for all this her treacherous

wickedness. iy - s
3 Therefore the 2showers have been Ez:Jz% 724t | sister Judah has .HOt turned ‘f,o Me @with her
withheld, “See WW at whole heart, but in pretense,” says the LORD.
Jer. 5:6. . “ s 3
And there has been no latter rain. 7:ZrKin. LA "ﬂl“;ln thehLORD ;31(1 t01 ;ne, a Ba§k§1tldlng*
b , . Jer, 311; srael has shown herself more righteous
ggg ?sf‘:lesgig ;e 1;;1;1;)1;(1220rehead, Fzek. 1647, | than treacherous Judah. 12Go and pgroclaim
; i i 87Ezek.239 | these words toward %the north, and say:
4 Will you not from this time cry to Me, b2 Kin. 17:6; 4 y:
« : Is. 50:1 cEzek.
My Father, You are °the guide of bmy | 557" = ‘Return, backsliding Israel; says the
youth? *See WW at .
AT . 2 Jer. 5:6. LORD’
5 “will He remain angry foreyer. 0 nler.27Hls ‘Iwill not cause My anger to fall on you.
Will He keep it to the end? 104Jer 12:2: For I am bmerciful, says the LORD;
Hos. 7:14

WORD - WEALTH

11 9Ezek. 16:51,
52

‘Iwill not remain angry forever.
13 a0nly acknowledge your iniquity,

*See WW at .
Jor. 56, That you have transgressed against
a5 Kin. 17:
3:4 guide, ‘alluph; Strong’s #441: The He- | "o sai1er ver. the LORD your God,
brew word translated as “guide” heremeans |~ 1215:31:20; And have bscattered your 'charms

“friend.” Israel’s appeal based on God’s friend-

13 dLev. 26:40;
o

To calien deities “under every green

ship with them will avail them nothing due [E;eut. g% 12 tree,
H o q 5 rov. 28:13;
to their hall"dness of_heﬁr_t (3:3). This vz/ord is 1 Jon 19] And you have not obeyed My voice,
translated “companion” in Proverbs 2:17 and bEzek, 16:15
cJer. 2:25 says the LORD.

Micah 7:5, where the subjects are human. In
Psalm 55:13 the treachery of a false friend is
reproached.

3:1 Deut. 24:14 forbids a husband from taking back his divorced
wife if she has married another man. Judah has played the har-
lot on such a scale that the land itself is polluted (see Lev. 18:25,
27, where the land is defiled by the action of the people). Yet
return to Me: Rather to be taken as a question: “Will you return
to Me?” Just before the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel, the
prophet Hosea featured a message about marriage. Jeremiah’s
ministry precedes the fall of the southern kingdom of Judah.

3:2 Desolate heights: Sites of pagan idolatry. By the road you
have sat recalls the action of Tamar (Gen. 38:14), and its connec-
tion with harlotry is spelled out by Ezekiel (16:25). The spiritual
adultery of Judah, participation in pagan cults, also involved
sexual adultery in its worship practices, so there is oftentimes
a double indictment present.

3:3 As a part of God’s remedial punishment, showers have
been withheld (see 14:1-6; Amos 4:7). The latter rain is the
spring rain (see Joel 2:23).

3:4 My Father: The title of God as Father is much rarer in the OT
than in the NT. See v. 19; Ps. 2:7; 89:26; Is. 63:16; 64:8; Mal. 2:10.

ways
14 aJer. 31:32;
Hos. 2:19, 20

dDeut. 12:2 Lit.

14“Return, O backsliding children,” says
the LORD; *“for I am married to you. I will

3:6 Backsliding Israel: A reference to the northern kingdom of
Israel (Samaria, destroyed by Assyria in 722 B.C.).

3:7 Her treacherous sister: The southern kingdom of Judah.

3:8 Put her away is a reference to the Exile, a literal enactment
of the divorce proceedings, which included the giving of a cer-
tificate (see Deut. 24:1).

3:9 Committed adultery with stones and trees: Worship of
pagan gods. See note on 2:27.

3:10 Pretense: Judah’s response to the reform instituted by
Josiah was superficial and insincere.

3:11 More righteous: Judah had the example of Israel, her “elder”
sister, but this did not deter her from going the same way (see v. 8).

3:12 North: The direction in which Israel went into captivity.

3:14 Married to you: The root of this verb is ba‘al, “to be hus-
band or ruler.” Instead of treating God as their hushand, His
people ran after “the Baals” (2:23; see 31:32). One.. . . two: The
remnant (see Is. 10:20-22).
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14 bJer. 31:6 ‘You shall call Me, *“My Father,”
¢[Rom. 11:5] ’
WORD . WEALTH 150 o) And not turn away from Me.
gl;g]lgﬁk 20 Surely, as a wife treacherously departs
3:15 understanding, sachal; Strong’s #7919: | 4:11 bActs from her 'husband,

To be wise, behave wisely; to understand, |..2%28

*See WW at Is. So %have you dealt treacherously

be instructed; to wisely consider; to be pru- | 40:11. with Me

dent and intelligent. Sachal describes the | 1615 491 0 house of israel » savs the LORD

complex, intelligent thinking process that 6517 - Say. :

occurs when one observes, pqnders, reasons, 113;?%3.19. 21 Avoice was heard on “the desolate

learns, and reaches a conclusion. The word is Jer. 7:24 walk heights,

occasionally translated “prosper.” In 1 Kings after the stub- . o

2:3, David u¥ged Solomor? to t’))e obedient %o bornnass or Weeping and supplications of the
’ I 1 f 3

God’s instructions so that he could prosper 1808, 11:13; children of Israel. .

(lit, “do wisely”) in everything he undertook. | 5 50 Ezek. For they have perverted their way;

A derivative of sachal is maschil, “to give in- | 1:11 bJer. 31:8 They have forgotten the LORD their

struction, to make wise and skillful.” Thirteen cAmos 9:15 God.

instructive psalms are titled “Maschil” (NK}V,

“Contemplation”). The maschil psalms (32; 42;
4k 15; 52; 53; 54; 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142) are
designed to make the reader wise.

take you, Yone from a city and two from a
family, and I will bring you to ¢Zion. 15And
Iwill give you %shepherds according to My
heart, who will ’feed* you with knowledge
and understanding.

16“Then it shall come to pass, when you
are multiplied and %increased in the land

19 9Ps. 106:24

22 “Return, you backsliding children,
And Iwill “heal your *backslidings.”

“Indeed we do come to You,
For You are the LORD our God.
23 aTruly, in vain is salvation hoped for
from the hills,
And from the multitude of mountains;
bTruly, in the LORD our God
Is the salvation of Israel.
24 aFor shame has devoured

in those days,” says the LORD, “that they will | s 6316 Jer The labor of our fathers from our
say nomore, ‘The ark of the covenant of the | 204s. 48:8 lLt. youth—

LORD! b1t shall not come to mind, nor shall | 21ae 155" Their flocks and their herds,

they remember it, nor shall they visit it, nor | %3017 Their sons and their daughters.
shall it be made anymore. 14:4 25 We lie down in our shame,

17“At that time Jerusalem shall be called | ‘w2

And our 'reproach covers us.

The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations | 23¢Ps. 121:1,2 aFor we have sinned against the LORD

bps. 3:8; Prov.
shall be gathered to it, to the name of the 21';331; Jder r.ov our God,
LORD, to Jerusalem. No more shall they bfol- = }/1%3" We and our fathers,
low' the dictates of their evil hearts. s From our youth even to this day,

18“In those days %the house of Judah shall | o:10

259Ezra 9:6, 7

And Yhave not obeyed the voice of the

walk with the house of Israel, and they shall | =, 2%%.° LORD our God.”
come together out of the land of bthe north | 'disgrace .
to cthe land that I have given as an inheri-  cuapTeER 4 “If you will return, O Israel,” says the
tance to your fathers. 1 ;‘;_51'-9?';‘6 ;Z LORD,
19“But I said: 212 a“Return to Me;
2aDeut. 10:20; s -
. o And if you will put away your
‘ Is. 45:23;
How can Iputyou among the children | gief, abominations out of My sight,
Abeautiful heritage of the hosts of zehss |  Thenyou shall notbe moved.
nations? & e P | 2 9And you shall swear, ‘The LORD lives,
' m-a't%ese bIn *truth, in judgment, and in
“And I said: 1452, righteousness;

3:15 Shepherds: Rulers (see 2:8). According to My heart: Like
David (see 1 Sam. 13:14).

3:16 In those days: The period when these and other proph-
ecies will come to pass, best seen as the messianic age (v. 18).

See note on Obad. 15. The ark of the covenant symbolized
God’s presence among His people (see 1 Sam. 4:3, 7). When the
Messiah is present, the symbol is no longer relevant. They: Israel.

3:18 Judah and Israel will once again be united in the land. See
note on Ezek. 37:15-28.

3:19 My Father: See v. 4. The image changes from a hus-

band-wife relationship to that of father-son, but switches back
again in the next verse.

3:20 Wife treacherously departs: Spelled out in detail in Hos.

1-3.

3:21 If v. 23 refers back to this outcry, then this must be a
futile plea to their false gods, which they would have done
from the heights.

3:22 Return: The Hebrew root occurs many times in this proph-
ecy (3:6—4:4) and is used as a pun here, since return . . . back-
sliding, and backslidings are all variations of the same root.

3:25 From our youth: Historically, the period of the judges. In
view is the corporate personality of Israel.
4:1-4 God’s reply to the people’s confession. Blessing awaits if

repentance is genuine and sincere, but fury like a fire awaits if
the repentance is deception.

4:2 In truth, in judgment, and in righteousness emphasize
the quality of genuine repentance.



1001 JEREMIAH 4:17
¢The nations shall *bless themselves in | 2¢Gen. 22:18]; “That the heart of the king shall *perish,
Him, i e And the heart of the princes;
And in Him they shall 4glory.” 3:17; [Gal. 3:8] The priests shall be astonished,
a1 oo And the prophets shall wonder.”
3For thus says the LORD to the men of | jay 2 cor )
Judah and Jerusalem: 31,1?121; we | 1O Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gob!
y bMatt. 13:7 aSurely You have greatly deceived this
a“Break up your 'fallow ground, untilled eople and Jerusalem.
And Pdo not *sow among thorns "See WW at Hos. peop .
. 10:12. bSaying, ‘You shall have peace,

4 aCircumcise yourselves to the LORD,

4 aDeut. 10:16;

Whereas the sword reaches to the

And take away the foreskins of your e o Theart”
hearts, 29; Gol. 2:11] g
You men of Judah and inhabitants of sﬁ%%;hms 1 At that time it will be said
Jerusalem, s To this people and to Jerusalem,
Lest My fury come forth like fire, S% ‘?’Wsa‘ Ps. | %“Adrywind of the desolate heights
1. - 5ee . s
And burn so that no one can quench it, W at Hos blows in the wilderness

Because of the evil of your doings.”

6 4Jer. 1:13-15;

Toward the daughter of My people—

6:1,22;50:17 Not to fan or to cleanse—
An Imminent Invasion s e, | 12 Awind too strong for these will come
5Declare in Judah and proclaim in Jeru- =~ Dan 7:4 e for Me;
salem, and say: 26:7-10¢ls. Now ?I will also speak judgment
1 BTt Jer. against them.”

a“Blow* the *trumpet in the land;
Cry, ‘Gather together,
And say, Assemble yourselves,
And let us go into the fortified cities.
6 Setup the'standard toward Zion.

2:15
84ls. 22:12; Jer.
6:26

13 “Behold, he shall come up like clouds,
And %his chariots like a whirlwind.
bHis horses are swifter than eagles.
Woe to us, for we are plundered!”

Take refuge! Do not delay! ® g, 581
axerefuge: Do not delay: Judg, 5:31. 14 O Jerusalem, “wash your heart from
For I will bring dlsa§ter,’from the “north, | 928" wickedness,
And great destruction. ek That you may be saved.
7 aThe lion has come up from his thicket, = (2o, 2 How long shall your evil thoughts
And bthe destroyer of nations is on his | 11%er 51 lodge within you?
way. Effs‘f 1137:;150? 15 For a voice declares *from Dan
He has gone forth from his place 15 alJer.512:236 And proclaims faffliction* from Mount
al s. 5:! . .
¢To make your land desolate. E'Z%U‘ﬁ%f‘gi 6 l];:phram?. h .
Your cities will be laid waste, Hos. 8:1; Make men’gon to t e nations,
Without inhabitant. 14H$). 1:81 " Yes, proclaim against Jerusalem,
8 For this, *clothe yourself with o, 116 Jor. That watchers come from a far
’ 13:27; James Country
sackcloth, 4:8 ise their voi . he citi
Lament and wail. 15 ler 816 And fraJus((; thelr voice against the cities
- : of Judah.
For the fierce anger of the LORD ‘see Wil aProv.| 17 aLike keepers of a field they are against
Has not turned back from us. 2:8
her all around,

9 “And it shall come to pass in that day,”
says the LORD,

4:3 The firstimage Jeremiah uses is taken from agriculture. Judah
is to break up the fallow ground, that is, prepare it for planting
(see Hos. 10:12). She must also be careful where she sows and
avoid thorns (see Matt. 13:7, 22).

4:4 A second image taken from the religious practice. The people
are told to circumcise the foreskins of your hearts, a reference
to spiritual preparedness and inner change, not mere outward
conformity.

4:5 Trumpet: Used to warn the inhabitants of danger. Fortified
cities: People living in the open country would flee to the nearest
walled city to protect themselves from the invader.

4:6 Set up the standard: A flag raised on a pole signaled danger

and the place for assembly. Disaster from the north: The Bab-

ylonians will come from the north and bring great destruction
(see 1:14).

4:7 Lion: A metaphor for Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (see
2:15 where lions are a symbol of Assyrians).

4:8 Sackcloth was worn to express grief, mourning, and re-

pentance.

16s. 39:3; Jer.
5:15

Because she has been rebellious
against Me,” says the LORD.

17 92 Kin.
25:1,4

4:10 You have greatly deceived: Through false prophets, pur-
porting to speak for God, the people have been led astray. They
falsely preached peace (see 14:13; 23:17). It was common in
ancient thinking to view God as actually doing what He only
allowed to be done. It is also possible that this statement re-
fers to God handing the people over to their own choice of
deception. James 1:13 makes it clear that God does not tempt
anyone toward evil.

4:11 Dry wind: The khamsin or sirocco, a dry, hot, devastating
wind blowing from the desert.

4:12 A wind too strong: A gentle breeze from the Mediterranean

was used to fan (winnow, a process of separating chaff from
grain) or to cleanse (blow dust from the grain).

4:15 Dan was the northern border of Israel, while Mount
Ephraim was only a few miles from Jerusalem. This may indi-
cate the rapid pace of the enemy (see v. 13).

4:16 Far country: Babylon (see Is. 39:3).
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18 “Your? ways and your doings

18 9Ps. 107:17,;
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“The whole land shall be desolate;

Have procured these things for you. e Yet I will not make a full end.
This is your wickedness, 1-";&?@55&1 1| 28 For this 2shall the earth *mourn,
Because it is bitter, Is. 15:5; 16:11; And bthe heavens above be black,
Because it reaches to your heart.” e Because I have spoken.

20 9Ps. 42:7;

Sorrow for the Doomed Nation

Ezek. 7:26 bJer.

I have ‘purposed and 4will not relent,

. 10:20 Nor will I turn back from it.
19 0 my “soul, my soul! ’ %amos | 29 Thewhole city shall flee from the
;[arrlllpalned in my very heart! 1328 R, noise of the horsemen and
y heart makes a noise in me; 14:20 foolish bowmen.
I cannot hold my peace, B 2o They shall go into thickets and climb
Because you have heard, O my soul, 24 dls, 5:25; Jer. up on the rocks
The sound of the trumpet, B55% | bverycity shall be forsaken
The alarm of war. | Andnotaman shall dwellin t.
20aDestruction upon destruction is cried, | 26aser. 9:10
For the whole land is plundered. 30“And when you are plundered,
Suddenly Ymy tents are plundered, What will you do?
And my curtains in a moment. Though you clothe yourself with
21 How long will I see the 'standard, crimson,
And hear the sound of the trumpet? Though you adorn yourself with
. ornaments of gold,
22 “For My people are foolish, a .
They have not known Me. Th(;;%;l tyou enlarge your eyes with
Iei i 4
thfiytﬁg ;:;lélecrl:(l)lil:élérs tanding In vain you will make yourself fair;
. 27 aJer. 5:10, b 17 %, 3 .
They are wise to do evil, el ?gzr l‘%ﬁrsigu o?lislgzse you
But to do good they have no 28 a:Jer._1_2:4, Y v :
knowledge.” ne%he> | 31 “For I have heard a voice as of a woman
23] beheld the earth, and indeed it 31 da0 In labor,
ene ¢ the earth, anc Indeed it was 11; [Dan. 4:35] The anguish as of her who brings forth
byithout form, and void; d[Num. 23:19]; her first child
And the heavens, they had no light. der. 7:18;. . ’ .
24 a] beheld the mountains, and indeed SeeWWal Thebv01C(?1§) f tl}lle dalllfghter of Zion
Joel 1:9. ewalling herselt;
they trembled, 30 22 Kin. 9:30; ! .
And all the hills moved back and forth, | o240 | Shespreads her hands, saying,
25 Ibeheld, and indeed there was no 22, Lam. 12, ;Voe 15 mefnow, fior my'soul is 2weary
19; Ezek. 239, ecause of murderers!’
man, 10,22
An(tila?in thebirds of theheavenshad 5005 Tpe Justice of God's Judgment
ed. 314ls, 1:15; "
. . Bt “Run to and fro through the streets of
26 Ibeheld, and indeed the fruitfulland | icyum, 5 u Jerusalem: ug
was a “wilderness, Haint r
And all its cities were broken down , EE“AkPTER 5 i‘;edns?gka;dhf;%‘;;n places
At the presence of the LORD, 2530 bGen. oIt finda*
By His fierce anger. 18:23-52 Ifyou can find a *man,
. Sllelés\l;l\f\;/ atls b1f there is anyone who executes
27For thus says the LORD: 32:2. ) judgment,

4:19-26 A personal lament expressing the agony that Jeremiah
feels at the destruction of his people.

4:21 Standard and trumpet: See wv. 5, 6.
4:22 God speaks: See Is. 1:3; Hos. 4:1.

4:23-26 This short poem is tied together by the literary device
of repetition. I beheld occurs at the beginning of each verse.

4:23 Without form, and void: This phrase is used only here
and in Gen. 1:2. Jeremiah sees his land in ruins. His vision ex-
presses the awesome extent of the destruction brought by the
Babylonians in judgment on Judah, a cosmic cataclysm and a
return to the primeval chaos. No light: Conditions before the
first day of creation (see Gen. 1:2, 3).

4:25 No man: See Gen. 2:5. The work of creation is undone.

4:27 Not make a full end: God’s judgment is tempered by mercy
(see 5:10, 18; 30:11; 46:28).

4:28 Will not relent: Repentance brings mercy, but judgment
is sure unless His people repent (see 18:8).

4:30, 31 Jeremiah personifies Judah and Jerusalem, first as a
prostitute (v. 30), then as a woman in labor (v. 31).

4:30 Paint: Antimony, a black powder used to make the eyes
seem larger and more glamorous (fair). See 2 Kin. 9:30; Ezek.
23:40.

5:1-6 Jeremiah is told to run to and fro through the streets of
Jerusalem to try to locate anyone who executes judgment. If
such a man is found, God will forgive the inhabitants. Jeremiah
starts with the poor (the little people), but is unsuccessful (v. 4).
He then goes to the great men (the leaders), but fares no better.
All have broken the yoke, that is, rebelled (2:20), and so God
will send wild beasts to punish them.

5:1 Aman: Hyperbole used to illustrate the wickedness of the city
of Jerusalem. If one man seeks the truth, God will pardon the
city (see Gen. 18:32). Judgment and truth describe righteousness.

5:2 As the LORD lives: See 4:2. Swear falsely: Perjury (see Lev.
19:12). The same concept is expressed by the phrase “take the
name of the LORD your God in vain” (Ex. 20:7).



Who seeks the truth,
¢And I will pardon her.
2 aThough they say, ‘As bthe LORD lives,
Surely they cswear falsely.”

3 O LoRp, are not 4Your eyes on the

truth?

You have bstricken them,

But they have not grieved;

You have consumed them,

But ‘they have refused to receive
correction.

They have made their faces harder
than rock;

They have refused to return.

4  Therefore I said, “Surely these are
poor.
They are foolish;
For “they do not know the way of the
LORD,
The judgment of their God.
5 TIwill goto the great men and speak to
them,
For “they have known the way of the
LORD,
The judgment of their God.”

But these have altogether Ybroken the
yoke
And burst the bonds.
6 Therefore %a lion from the forest shall
slay them,
bA wolf of the deserts shall destroy
them;
¢Aleopard will watch over their cities.
Everyone who goes out from there
shall be torn in pieces,

WORD - WEALTH

5:6 backslidings, meshubah; Strong’s #4878:
Turning back, turning away; defecting; faith-
lessness, apostasy, disloyalty; reverting, back-
sliding. This noun is found 12 times in the OT,
nine times in Jeremiah alone. The three other
references are Proverbs 1:32 and Hosea n:7;
14:4. The root word is shub, a verb that means
to “turn, return, or repent.” If repentance is
a “turning around,” backsliding is a “turn-
ing back,” or “turning away” from God. God
gave a merciful invitation to the backslider
in Jeremiah 3:12-15, 22. In this latter verse,
God regards backsliding as a condition that
requires healing.
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1Gen. 18:26
24|s. 48:1; Titus
1:16 bler. 4:2

cJer. 7:9

342 Kin. 25:1;
[2 Chr. 16:9;
Jer. 16:17]
bls. 1:5; 9:13;
Jer. 2:30 ¢ls.
9:13; Jer. 7:28;
Zeph. 3:2

44ds, 27:11; Jer.
8:7; Hos. 4:6

5 aMic. 3:1 bEx.
32:25; Ps. 2:3;
Jer. 2:20

6 aJer. 4:7 bPs.
104:20; Ezek.
22:27; Hab.
1:8; Zeph. 3:3
Hos. 13:7

*See WW at
Ezek. 18:31.
7 4Josh. 23:7;
Jer. 12:16;
Zeph. 1:5
bDeut. 32:21;
Jer. 2:11; Gal.
4:8 Deut.
32:15
8 aJer. 13:27;
29:23; Ezek.
22:11
9 4Jer. 9:9
10 aJer. 4:27
Icompletely
destroy
11 aJer. 3:6,
7,20

1242 Chr. 36:16;

Jer. 4:10 bls.

28:15; 47:8;

Jer. 238:17 Jer.

14:13 Idisaster
6

15 aDeut. 28:49;
Is. 5:26; Jer.
1:15; 6:22 bls.
39:3; Jer. 4:16

JEREMIAH 5:16

Because their *transgressions are
many;
Their backslidings have increased.

7 “How shall I pardon you for this?
Your children have forsaken Me
And sworn by those bthat are not gods.
‘When I had fed them to the full,
Then they committed adultery
And assembled themselves by troops
in the harlots’ houses.
8 aThey were like well-fed lusty stallions;
Every one neighed after his neighbor’s
wife.
9 Shall I not punish them for these
things?” says the LORD.
“And shall I not “avenge Myself on
such a nation as this?

10 “Go up on her walls and destroy,
But do not 'make a “complete end.
Take away her branches,
For they are not the LORD’s.
N For %he house of Israel and the house
of Judah
Have dealt very treacherously with
Me,” says the LORD.

12 aThey have lied about the LORD,
And said, b“It is not He.
cNeither will 'evil come upon us,
Nor shall we see sword or famine.
13 And the prophets become wind,
For the word is not in them.
Thus shall it be done to them.”

14Therefore thus says the LORD God of
hosts:

“Because you speak this word,
aBehold, I will make My words in your
mouth fire,
And this people wood,
And it shall devour them.
15 Behold, I will bring a nation against
you bfrom afar,
0 house of Israel,” says the LORD.
“It is a mighty nation,
It is an ancient nation,
A nation whose language you do not
know,
Nor can you understand what they say.
16 Their quiver is like an open tomb;
They are all mighty men.

5:3 Your eyes: Used to express God’s sovereign awareness of 5:12, 13 The false prophets have lied about the Lorb, and they

all that transpires (see Judg. 2:11; Job. 36:7; Ps. 33:18). Faces

harder than rock: A vivid expression for rebellion.

5:6 Wild animals are considered instruments of God’s judgment.

See Lev. 26:22; 2 Kin. 17:25, 26; Ezek. 14:15.

5:7-9 Idolatry is portrayed as flagrant adultery, like stallions
neighing after the wives of others. God promises punishment

for such action.

contradict the message of Jeremiah by saying, Neither will evil

come upon us. See note on 4:10.

5:14—17 Failure to repent brings a mighty nation, the Babylo-

nians, to eat the produce of the land and to destroy.

5:14 The words of Jeremiah will be like fire to devour, in contrast
to the “wind” (v. 13) of the false prophets.
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17 And they shall eat up your harvest

17 aLev. 26:16;
Deut. 28:31,
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And your sins have withheld good

and your breadr 33; Jer. 8:16; from you.
i 50:7,17
Wh lscl?o}:ﬁgresactms and daughters 18 ader. 30:11; 26 ‘For among My people are found
’ Icompletely wicked men;
Theﬁf sha%l eat up your flocks and your destroy They 4lie in wait as one who sets
erds; Yooiss; snares;
They shall eat up your vines and your 1Kin. 9:8, 9; !
fig trees; Jer. 13:22: They set a trap;
Th ' o 16:10-13 bler. They catch men.
ey shall destroy your fortified 1:16; 2:13 97 . .
cties, ey ¥ dsaceisflofbids o
. . als. 6:9; o their houses are full of deceit.
Inwhich you trust, with the sword. z:ﬁgl;f;’} %{i‘jer Therefore they have become great and
18“Nevertheless in those days,” says the | 13:1; John grown rich.
LORD, “I %will not 'make a complete end of | a0 fow. | 28 They have grown %fat, they are sleek;
you. 19And it will be when you say, “Why 2;1;39'5;- gg%fé, Yes, they 'surpass the deeds of the
does the LorD our God do all these things =~ ps.119:120; wicked;
tous? then you shall answer them, ‘Justas | j5212,%" They do not plead bthe cause,
you have Pforsaken Me and served foreign 24”Ja%k;2$;7 o The cause of the fatherless;
gods inyourland, so ¢you shall serve aliens | “Jer 14:22;' A’ Yet they prosper,
in aland that is not yours. Mo, Sneok: And the right of the needy they do not
“ L. hDeut: 11-:14; defend.
20“Declare this in the house of Jacob Joel 2:23; 29.aShall I not ish them for th
And proclaim it in Judah, saying, s o] ath' nowpunlsth f miorthese
21 ‘Hear this now, O ?foolish people, gie”\;wr?’; P ‘Shall IIngs.t says TVI ORII;’ h
Without 'understanding, 1303, ' a t_no av«telrjl.gs’ ysellonsucha
‘Who have eyes and see not, nation as this:
And who have ears and hear not: 30“An astonishing and %horrible thing
224Do you not fear Me?’ says the LORD. Has been committed in the land:
‘Will you not tremble at My presence, 31 The prophets prophesy %falsely,
‘Who have placed the sand as the And the priests rule by their own
bhound of the sea, power;
By a perpetual decree, that it cannot And My p’eople blove to have it so.
pass beyond it? 2‘;;‘;5 11_5’53 o But what will you do in the end?
And though its waves toss to and fro, 18:22; Hab.

Yet they cannot prevail; 1:15

28 aDeut. 32:15

Impending Destruction from the North

Though they roar, yet they cannot bls. 1:23; Jer. “Oyou children of Benjamin,
pass over it. Ll Gather yourselves to flee from the
23 But this people has a defiant and Z;-SZf;J;EV midst of Jerusalem!
rebellious heart; overlook Blow the trumpet in Tekoa,
They have revolted and departed. B9 And set up a signal-fire in “Beth
24 They do not say in their heart, ﬁgfgﬁ%_”? Haccerem;
“Let us now fear the LORD our God, 2Tim. 43 bFor disaster appears out of the
awho gives rain, both the bformerand | 3Loaer Ll north,
the latter, in its season. “Mic. 2:11 And great destruction.
CHe reserves for us the appointed cHaptere | 2 Ihave likened the daughter of Zion
weeks of the harvest.” Von s4 To alovely and delicate woman.
25 @Your *iniquities have turned these 8j2kin 2514 | 3 The “shepherds with their flocks shall
things away, 1210 come to her.

5:21 Eyes and ears: See Is. 6:10.

5:24 Rain, both the former and the latter: See 3:3. Appointed
weeks: The seven weeks from Passover to Pentecost.

5:25 Satan’s lie is that righteousness causes good to be withheld.
Actually, the opposite is true; sin withholds good.

5:26-30 Wicked men have caught the defenseless in cages like
birds, and contrary to “orthodox” theology, the wicked have
prospered. They have denied the rights of others in order to
amass wealth for themselves. This is only a temporary situation,
however, because the Lord will avenge Himself on them.

5:27 Deceit: The wealth they have accumulated by their dis-
honest schemes.

5:28 The fatherless and the needy are used as standards by
which deeds are measured. Kings and all others have an obli-

gation to the destitute and suffering ones because God desires
it (see 22:16; Deut. 10:18; James 1:27).

5:30 Astonishing and horrible describe the acceptance by the
people of the ministry of false prophets and wicked priests; they
actually desire to continue this farce (see 6:13—15).

6:1 In 4:6 the people are encouraged to flee to Jerusalem for
refuge. Now, they are warned to flee from Jerusalem because
no place will be safe from the invaders. Benjamin was the tribal
territory just north of Jerusalem. Tekoa was 12 miles south of
Jerusalem. Beth Haccerem is modern Ramat Rahel, 2 miles south
of Jerusalem. Blow and “Tekoa” are a wordplay; the words sound
similar in Hebrew. Set up and signal-fire are also a wordplay
for the same reason.

6:3 Shepherds with their flocks are rulers with their troops.
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They shall pitch their tents against her | 4aser. 51:27; “I'will pour it out Pon the children
Joel 3:9 bJer. s
all around. 15:8: Zeph, 2:4 outside,
Each one shall pasture in his own 7 215595,;531’;';’5 And on the assembly of young men
place.”  sickness together;
w , See W at Ex. For even the husband shall be taken
4 “Prepare®war against her; 8 aEpek. 23:18; with the wife
. b " 4
Arise, and let us go up “at noon. 10085 612 The aged with him who is full of days.
Woe to us, for the day goes away, %6 521126 12 And “their houses shall be turned over
For the shadows of the evening are bJor, 8. 208 to others
s Arileenag;[lltlielrel’lc?lgs. go by night 11 0Jer. 209 Fields and wives together;
4 ’ For I will stretch out My hand
And let us destroy her palaces. Against the inhabitants of the land,”
6For thus has the LORD of hosts said: says the LORD.
13 “Because from the least of them even
“Cut down trees, to the greatest of them,
And build a mound against Jerusalem. Everyone is given to “covetousness;
This is the city to be punished. And from the prophet even to the
She is full of oppression in her midst. bpriest,
7 aAs a fountain 'wells up with water, Everyone deals falsely.
So she wells up with her wickedness. 14 They have also “healed the 'hurt of My
bViolence and plundering are heard in people Zslightly,
her. bSaying, ‘Peace, peace!’
Before Me *continually are 2grief and When there is no peace.
wounds. 15 Were they “ashamed when they had
8 Beinstructed, O Jerusalem, committed abomination?
Lest ®My soul depart from you; No! They were not at all *ashamed;
Lest I make you desolate, Nor did they know how to blush.
Aland not inhabited.” Therefore they shall fall among those
who fall;
9Thus says the LORD of hosts: 1:Jaeoréﬂi.212 60 At the time I punish thef'n,
“They shall thoroughly glean asavine | 381 They shall be cast down,” says the
the remnant of Israel; 134ls. 56:11; LORD.
Jer. 8:10; 22:17
As a grape-gatherer, put your hand bJer. 5:31; 16Thus says the LORD:

back into the branches.”

23:11; Mic.

3:5, 11
14 aJer. 8:11-15;

“Stand in the ways and see,

10 To whom shall I speak and give Fzek. 13:10 And ask for the %0ld paths, where the
warning, 2317 Lit. good way is,
That they may hear? il Andwalkin it;
Indeed their %ear is uncircumcised, 15035612 Then you will find brest for your souls.
. *See WW at . . )
And they cannot give heed. Ezek. 16:63. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.
Behold, *the word of the LORD is a o 17 Also, I set “watchmen over you, saying,
reproach to them; %?ggﬁﬁaﬂke b'Listen to the sound of the trumpet!
They have no delight in it. 129 But they said, ‘We will not listen.’
I Therefore Iam full of the fury of the  "1g5.50"% | 18 Therefore hear, you nations,
LORD. Eéik'2§%1zﬁ ot And know, O congregation, what is
a] am weary of holding it in. ar ) among them.

6:4, 5 The invaders are speaking.
6:4 Prepare: The root of this word in Hebrew is the same as

“consecrate” (see Joel 3:9; Mic. 3:5). Preparation included reli-

gious ritual (see 1 Sam. 21:4, 5). Noon: Chosen as an element
of surprise since the attack normally began in the morning.

6:5 Night: Indicates the eagerness of the soldiers since most
fighting stopped at sundown.

6:6 Preparation for a siege included the cutting of trees and
the building of a mound or siege ramps.

6:9 Glean: See Is. 17:5, 6 and note on Ruth 2:1. Remnant: A
very important concept in the prophetic material (see 11:23;
23:3; 31:7; 40:11, 15; 42:2, 15, 19; 43:5; 44:12, 14, 28; and
note on Zeph. 2:7).

6:10—15 The prophet speaks. He alternates between speaking

the wrath of God and showing compassion and concern. Here
wrath predominates.

6:11 Fury (see 25:15) comes on all; children . . . young men

... husband . . . wife, and the aged.

6:12-15 Repeated with slight variation in 8:10-12.

6:12 The figure of an “outstretched arm” occurs several times
(21:5; 27:5; 32:17, 21) and is used of God’s power to deliver (Ex.
6:6), to punish (Jer. 21:5), and here to destroy (see 15:6).

6:14 The peace expressed by the false prophets was absence of
war or calamity, a concept far removed from the OT shalom, which
emphasizes wholeness or soundness. True peace involves complete
fellowship with God and right relations with others. It has more
to do with character and attitude than outward circumstances.

6:16-23 The Lord speaks and admonishes His people to walk
in the old paths of righteousness, but in their stubbornness
they refuse.

6:17 Watchmen: One of the terms used for true prophets. See
notes on Ezek. 3:17; 33:1-9; Hab. 2:1.
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19 aHear, O earth!
Behold, I will certainly bring bcalamity

19 als. 1:2 bJer.
19:3, 15 ¢Prov.

1006

26 O daughter of my people,
aDress in sackcloth

on this people— 2%;_@59{‘?;6; bAnd roll about in ashes!
¢The fruit of their thoughts, 1:11; 66:3; ¢Make mourning as for an *only son,
Because they have not heeded My o a2 i, most bitter lamentation;
words ) _ gferﬁ ;'fg- 14_32%4 For the plunderer will suddenly come
Nor My law, but rejected it. 21 *See WW at upon us.
209For what purpose to Me A “
. 1:15; 27 a
Comes frankincense *from Sheba, 1922 o I h"‘}:’;tsritsss’?;rfg;n&ssazgr ;1end a
And ‘sweet cane from a far country? | 23ais.5:30 gHypeon'e
d . 24aJer, 4:31: That you may know and test their way.
Your burnt offerings are not 1321 4924 a PR
acceptable, b 28 4They are all stubborn rebels, Pwalking

Nor your sacrifices sweet to Me.”
21Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will lay stumbling blocks
before this people,
And the fathers and the sons together
shall fall on them.
The neighbor and his *friend shall
perish.”

22Thus says the LORD:

26 9Jer. 4:8 bJer.

as slanderers.
They are ‘bronze and iron,
They are all corrupters;
29 The bellows blow fiercely,
The lead is consumed by the fire;
The smelter *refines in vain,
For the wicked are not drawn off.
30 People will call them %rejected silver,
Because the LORD has rejected them.”

Trusting in Lying Words
The word that came to Jeremiah from

Bel;old, a people comes from the 2 e the LORD, saying, 22“Stand in the gate

An dnorth iourtl.try, ill be raised £ %1_?6][290“- of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there

tlfe%giatlhrel:t 10;&“0 p ﬂel;zl:f i rom Sngzsz atGen. | this word, and say, ‘Hear the word of the

23 They will lay ho%)d on bow and spéar' 27 aJer. 1:18 LORD, all you of Judah who enter in at these
’ 28 aJer. 5:23

They are cruel and have no mercy; o

bJer. 9:4 cEzek.

gates to worship the LORD!’ ” 3Thus says the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ““Amend

R . . 2
g‘gi;{g}lﬁg dzojgshlg;(;ge Sea; :%ilfﬁ?gg Jat your ways and your doings, arald Iwill cause
As men of war set in array against you, 2 you to dwgll in this placg - ‘Do n*ot trust
0 daughter of Zion.” CHAPTER 7 in these lying words, saying, ‘The *temple
2ader 17:19; of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the

24 ‘We have heard the report of it; a2 temple of the LORD are these.
Our hands grow feeble. 18:11; 26:13 5“For if you thoroughly amend your ways

aAnguish has taken hold of us,

4 aJer. 7:8; Mic.
3:11

and your doings, if you thoroughly %execute

Pain as of a woman in 'labor. "See WW at Hag. udgment between a man and his neighbor,
25 Do not go out into the field, sa1Kin.6:12; | 6if you do not oppress the stranger, the fa-
Nor walk by the way. Sosjiese | therless, and the widow, and do not shed
Because of the sword of the enemy, 6 Deut &:1d innocent blood in this place, 2or walk after
Fear is on every side. 7aDeut. 440 | other gods to your hurt, 79then I will cause

6:18, 19 God’s sovereignty over and use of both nations and
nature is a theme in Jeremiah.

6:20 Outward conformity to religious ritual is not enough. This
point is stressed also by the eighth-century prophets (see Is.
1:10-17; Amos 5:21-24; Mic. 6:6-8). Sheba: A site in Arabia
known for its spice trade (Is. 60:6). Sweet cane: Calamus, an
aromatic reed (see Ex. 30:23; Song 4:14; Is. 43:24).

6:21 To put stumbling blocks before the blind was forbidden by
Lev. 19:14. Judah’s spiritual blindness has created the nation’s
own stumbling blocks, the Babylonians.

6:22-24 Repeated with slight variation in 50:41—43; but there
“Babylon” is substituted for Zion, and “the king of Babylon” for
we have heard.

6:24-26 Jeremiah speaks to or for the people.

6:25 Fear is on every side: One of Jeremiah’s favorite expres-
sions to indicate all-encompassing danger (20:10; 46:5; 49:29).
6:26 Sackcloth and ashes are used as symbols of mourning
(see note on 4:8).

6:27-30 God speaks to Jeremiah and assigns him the task of
testing the people as an assayer tests metals. See 9:7; Is. 1:25;
Mal. 3:2, 3.

6:27 A fortress: Better understood as “precious metals.”

6:28 Bronze and iron: Compared to silver and gold these are
base metals.

6:29, 30 The process for refining silver employed the addition
of lead to the ore. The lead was consumed as the alloys were
drawn off. Here the process fails because the silver ore has too
many impurities. The people, then, are rejected silver.

7:1—8:3 This temple sermon is a denunciation of an unholy
and corrupt standard of living by people who held that the city
of Jerusalem was inviolable because of the physical presence
of the temple (7:4). This belief was based on an incident more
than a hundred years earlier when Isaiah prophesied that the
Assyrian king Sennacherib would not take the city (Is. 37:6, 7, 29).
But times have changed, and God’s will now is that this city and
temple shall be destroyed (Jer. 7:14) unless the people repent
and amend their ways (7:3).

7:4 The threefold repetition of the phrase the temple of the LorD
is a literary device used for emphasis (see 22:29; 23:30-32; Is. 6:3).
The mere recitation of the phrase is trusting in lying words, since
God’s protection and blessing can come only through right living.

7:5 The conduct necessary for God’s blessing involves judgment
(or justice) with one another.
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you to *dwell in this place, in Pthe land that | 7bJer. 3:18

JEREMIAH 7:29

hold, My anger and My fury will be poured

I gave to your fathers foreverand ever. | S&"Wa | out on this place—on man and on beast,
cannot profit, STWIl you steah murder S5 b | of the ground. And it will purn and not be
commit adultery, swear falsely, burn in-| 5% %% ' quenched”

cense to Baal, and walk after other gods 1232 Jer. 7:6; 21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of

whom you do not know, 109and then come

10 aEzek. 23:39

Israel: ““Add your burnt offerings to your

and stand before Me in this house bwhich g‘ie:'; 47,:;1;1154; sacrifices and eat meat. 229For I did not
is *called by My name, and say, ‘We are de- ‘sseWWatJer | speak to your fathers, or command them in
livered to do all these abominations’? "Has | ;e s67 the day that I brought them out of the land
“this house, which is called by My name, = at2135 | of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or
become a den of thieves in your eyes? Be- | Luke1e46 | sacrifices. 23But this is what I commanded

12 aJosh. 18:1;

hold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the LORD. | "j,q5 1531 | them, saying, “Obey My voice, and *I will be
12“But go now to “My place whichwas in | et 1211 | your God, and you shall be My people. And
Shiloh, bwherelI set Mynameat the flrSt, and Ps. 78:60; Jer. walk in all the ways that I have commanded

see ‘what I did to it because of the wicked-
ness of My people Israel. 13And now, because

26:6
1342 Chr. 36:15;
Jer. 11:7 bProv.

you, that it may be *well with you.’ 24%Yet
they did not obey or incline their ear, but

you have done all these works,” says the 504 65:_12; bfollowed’ the counsels and the 2dictates

igggpg}grllgp;kf fo you, “rising up early HeTas. | of their evil hearts, and cwent? backward

Ing, but you di , Jer266,9 | andnot forward. 25Since the day that your

bcalled you, but you did not answer, lthere- %5757 | fathers came out of the land of I?ZIgth Xntil
i i i Hos. 7:13; .

{)or;{l rlrg:n%oi;owtﬁﬁi Eoglsletrz}sl‘ic:nlg tcgltllfg 9:1)5371§31 _ this day, I have even %sent to you all My

vy 4 4 ’ 16783270 | servants the prophets, daily rising up early

place which I gave to you and your fathers, as

Thave done to “Shiloh. 15And I will cast you | 1511

Jer. 11:14 bJer.

and sending them. 269Yet they did not obey

out of My sight, 4as I have cast out all your ‘seewwatJer. | Me orincline their ear, but bstiffened their
4 27:18. 3 .
brethren—bthe whole posterity of Ephraim, | 18%er 417 neck. ‘They did worse than their fathers.
* Jer. 19:13

16“Therefore 4do not pray for this peo-

ple, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, o

19 aDeut. 32:16,

27“Therefore “you shall speak all these
words to them, but they will not obey you.

214ls, 1:11; O
nor *make intercession to Me; bfor I will | Jer.6:20; Hos. You shall also call to them, but they will not
8:13; Amos .
not hear you. 7Do you not see what they | 521,22 answeryou
. s . a
do in the cities of Judah and in the streets | %35% | judgment on Obscene Religion
of Jerusalem? 18¢The children gather i [Hos. 2830 you shall say to them, “This is a
wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the | 234x. 15:26; : i
womén knead dough, to make éakes for | 16:32 Deut nation tha}t does not obey tpe voice of .the
the queen of heaven 'a nd they bpour out g]:BL"éEX-Zé%:g, LoRrD their God %nor receive correction.
, ; Lev. 261125 .
drin(ll< offerings to the,r gods tlil{ql t?hey may [Jer. 11:4; bTruth has perished and has been cut off
13:11] : :
provoke Me to anger. 19“Do'they provoke |‘Seewwat from their mouth. 29Cut off your hairand
” “ Deut. 4:40. cast it away, and take up a lamentation on
Me to anger?” says the LORD. “Do they not | 24ps. 81:11; ) \
: Jer. 11:8 'stubbornness or imagination 3Lit. they were 25 a2 Chr. 36:15;
provoke themselves, to the shame Of their | ibout p0:10; | Jer 25 5610 Mark 12:1-10; Luke 114749 26 aer, 118
own faces” A byt il g R
cJer. 32: :1-4; Ezek. 2: aJer. 5: er. 9: aJob 1:20; Is. 15:2;
20Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Be- | walked in Jer. 48:37; Mic. 1:16

7:6 The care of the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow
is an essential ingredient in God’s social order. Scripture often
stresses this concern (see Deut. 16:11, 14; 24:19-21; 26:12, 13;
27:19; Job 31:16; Ps. 94:6; Is. 1:17; James 1:17). The practice
of true religion today includes a social concern for all people.

7:9 Along with the injustice and idolatry of wv. 5, 6, this verse lists
five of the Ten Commandments that had been broken.

7:11 Jesus also condemns mere formal attendance at God’s
house. See Matt. 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46.

7:12 If God would destroy the previous place of His presence, He
would be willing to destroy the present place of His presence. The
tabernacle resided in Shiloh from Josh. 18:1 to 1 Sam. 4:3; but
this city, located in the northern kingdom of Israel, eventually
became desolate.

7:13 Rising up early: This idiom carries the connotation of
“earnestly and persistently” or “again and again” (see v. 25; 11:7;
25:3, 4; 26:5; 29:19; 32:33; 35:14, 15; 44:4).

7:15 Whole posterity of Ephraim: All the inhabitants of the
northern kingdom of Israel were cast out (sent into exile) in
722 B.C.

7:16 Perhaps the events of ch. 26 belong between vv. 15and 16

Jeremiah is commanded not to pray for this people as a prophet
normally would (see 27:18; Ex. 32:31, 32; 1 Sam. 12:23). There
is virtually no hope for this people because of their consistent
rebellion. God knows when someone has reached the point of
no return, a permanent refusal to repent. Jeremiah, however,
did pray for them on occasion (see 18:20).

7:18 The whole family participates in the worship of the queen
of heaven, the Babylonian goddess Ishtar. Drink offerings are
provided for other gods as well.

7:20 The sin of the people corrupts and brings judgment not only
on themselves but on all of creation. See 5:17; Rom. 8:20-22.

7:21-23 These verses are not a rejection of OT sacrifices, but
they do emphasize that sacrifices are worthless without proper
heart attitude (see 6:20 and note; 1 Sam. 15:22, 23; Ps. 40:6-8;
Amos 5:24). God’s command was, Obey My voice.

7:25, 26 Obeying the Lord, not concern for ritual matters, should
be Israel’s main focus. In their present condition they might as
well eat the burnt offerings themselves. Daily rising up early
and sending: Again and again God sent the prophets (seev. 13).

7:29 Cut off your hair: A sign of mourning. See Job 1:20; Mic.
. 1:16.
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the desolate heights; for the LORD has re- | 30 in. 21:4; Jerusalem, in a perpetual *backsliding?
jected and forsaken the generation of His | 75 s9;" | ’Theyhold fast to deceit,

wrath.’ 30For the children of Judah have 35; Baek 720, ¢They refuse to return.

done evil in My sight,” says the LORD. %“They | 11:31cefie | 6 91 listened and heard,

have set their abominations in the house
which is called by My name, to 'pollute it.

3142 Kin. 23:10;
Jer. 19:5; 32:35
blLev. 18:21;

But they do not speak aright.
bNo man repented of his wickedness,

31And they have built the %high places of Po To6a8 Saying, ‘What have I done?’
Tophet, which is in the Valley of the Son | gt 153 Everyone turned to his own course,
of Hinnom, to Yburn their sons and their J”irK;g 2310, As the horse rushes into the battle.
daughters in the fire, “‘which I did not com- | 33 aJer. 9:22; “ .
mangd nor did it come into My heart. 3?9Jﬁr gzzezk 7 “Even “the storkin the heavens
U . 6:5 i 3 .

32“Therefore behold, “the days are com- | 34%s.247, Knows her appointed tlmgs,
ing,” says the LORD, “when it will no more 2%?1%} B Ani&h;lggtledove, the swift, and the
be called Tophet, or the Valley of the Son | 25%1%.Hos. . . .
of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; f928 ':E\eli ggts sll;lve tl:) *};nég (I)lfotthkerllggggzng'

. . . 26:33; 1s. 1:7;
bfor they will bury in Tophet until there | Jer 427 iu dgrﬁ en? of the LORD.
is no room. 33The %corpses of this people | cyapters )
will be food for the birds of the heaven and 2J“e2r K1ig; 123?3:5: 8 “How can you say, ‘We are wise,
for the beasts of the earth. And no one will | Ezek. 8:16; 2And the *law of the LORD is with us?
Zeph. 1:5;

frighten them away. 34Then I will cause to
acease from the cities of Judah and from | 2219
the streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth

Acts 7:42 bJer.

3 4Job 3:21, 22; 9
7:15, 16; Jon.

Look, the false pen of the scribe
certainly works falsehood.
The wise men are ashamed,

and the voice of gladness, the voice of the | §3Rev.96 They are dismayed and taken.
bridegroom and the voice of the bride. For | 5%er.7:24 Behold, they have rejected the word of

bthe land shall be desolate.
“At that time,” says the LORD, “they shall

the LORD;
So bwhat wisdom do they have?

bring out the bones of the kings of Ju- 10 Therefore %I will give their wives to
dah, and the bones of its princes, and the others,
bones of the priests, and the bones of the | , ., o.5cjer And their fields to those who will
prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants <t inherit them;
of Jerusalem, out of their graves. 2They shall | “jer 5:6. Because from the least even to the
spread them before the sun and the moon | ¢;75 142 > greatest
andall the host of heaven, which they have |~ 3162 et Everyone is given to “covetousness;
loved and which they have served and after | 2230 mic. From the prophet even to the priest
which they have walked, which they have |72 et 920 Everyone deals falsely.
sought and ?which they have worshiped. | Song2:12; is. | M Forthey have healed the hurt of the
They shall not be gathered bnorburied; they | 3o st 05 daughter of My people 'slightly,
shall be like refuse on the face of the earth, 'S¢ ¥Wat's. Saying, b‘Peace, peace!
3Then “death shall be chosen rather than | 8 ®om. 217 When there is no peace.
life by all the residue of those who remain | Sgp1 > | 12 Were they “ashamed when they had
of this evil family, who remain in all the | °;5, 1010 %" committed abomination?
places where I have driven them,” saysthe | 127]%s. No! They were not at all ashamed,

LORD of hosts.

44:25; Jer. 4:22
10 @Deut. 28:30;

Nor did they know how to blush.

. . AmosSi11; Therefore they shall fall among those
The Peril of False Teaching o1 577 who fall;
4“Moreover you shall say to them, ‘Thus | ;%7513 | In the time of their punishment
says the LORD: bEzek. 13:10 They shall be cast down,” says the
ISuperficially
“Will they fall and not rise? 1208 2.7, LORD.
Will one turn away and not return? 6:15; Zeph. 35 | 13 “T will surely 'consume them,” says the

away

5 Why has this people 2slidden back,

7:30 Idols were being set up in the temple.

7:31 Tophet: A “high place” in the valley of Hinnom, just outside
of Jerusalem, where children were sacrificed to the heathen

god Molech. Jeremiah predicts it will become a cemetery (v.

32;19:6, 11-14).

7:34 Repeated with slight variation in 16:9 (see 25:10 and con-

trast 33:10, 11).
8:1 Bring out the bones: An act of sacrilege and disgrace for

those whose bones are exposed. See 2 Kin. 23:16, 18; Amos 2:1.

8:4-7 Israel is completely indifferent to God’s word. The birds

13 IOr take them

LORD.

know and understand their divine destiny, but God’s people do
not know (see Is. 1:2, 3).

8:8, 9 Having failed to understand the written law of the Lorb,
the wise men now reject the spoken word of the LorD through
the prophets. The scribe administered the law.

8:10-12 See 6:12-15.
8:13—9:25 This passage is read in synagogues each year on the
ninth day of Ab (July—August) to commemorate the destruction

of the temple by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. and by the Romans
in A.D. 70.



1009 JEREMIAH 9:5
13 aJer. 5:17; 19 Listen! The voice,
WORD - WEALTH ey The cry of the daughter of my people
f;_:gfjbﬁe From “a far country:
8:11 slightly, qalal; Strong’s #7043: Inasu- | 28:39,40 “Is not the LORD in Zion?
perficial or light manner; easy, trifling; having “},SJeirt- g5 Is not her King in her?”
very little weight; also, cursing, reviling, mak- | ps. 69:21; Jer. w
ing light of someone; ridiculing another per- 915 Lam. ‘Why have they *provoked Me to anger
son. Qalal occurs 82 times. For examples of 73 Ioitter With their carved images—
its use as “curse” or “make light of someone” | or poisonous With foreign idols?”
(see Gen. 12:3; 2 Sam. 16:13; Ezek. 22:7). For | 2@ o
examples of its use in reference to matters |*seewwattam.| 20“The harvestis past,
that are considered “light,” or of relatively 32> o 18:20: The summer is ended,
small weight, see 1Kings 12:9; 2 Kings 20:10; Jer. 4:15 bJer. And we are not saved!”
Isaiah 49:6. In the present reference, Israel’s 1;‘2;:3 645
spiritual leaders superficially tended to the S 9% 21 @For the hurt of the daughter of my
deep wounds of the people. people I am hurt.
Iam Pmourning;

“No grapes shall be “on the vine,
Nor figs on the bfig tree,
And the leaf shall fade;
And the things I have given them shall

wrn

pass away from them.

14 “Why do we sit still?
2Assemble yourselves,

And let us enter the fortified cities,

And let us be silent there.

For the LORD our God has put us to
silence

And given us bwater’ of gall to drink,

Because we have sinned against the
LORD.

19 als. 39:3; Jer.

Astonishment has taken hold of me.
22 s there no “balm in Gilead,
Is there no physician there?
Why then is there no recovery
For the health of the daughter of my
people?

Oh, “that my *head were waters,
And my eyes a fountain of tears,
That I might weep day and night
For the slain of the daughter of my
people!
2 Oh, thatI'had in the wilderness
Alodging place for travelers;
That I might leave my people,

15 “We alooked* for peace, but no good SeoWWat And go from them!
came; o S o For %hey are all adulterers,
And for a time of health, and there 14:2; Joel 2:6; An assembly of treacherous men.
’ Nah. 2:10
was trouble! 2 Gen. 8725 | 3 “And like their bow %they have bent
16 The snorgmg of His horses was heard . S their tongues for lies.
from “Dan. ity They are not valiant for the truth on
The whole land trembled at the sound | 10:19; Lam. the earth.
i 3 g 2:18 .
of the neighing of His *strong ‘seewwatGen | For they proceed from bevil to evil,
ones; oo 578 And they ¢do not know Me,” says the
For they have come and devoured the | 23:10; Hos. 4:2 LORD
icin g 3 aPs. 64:3; Is. ¢
lal?d and all that s in i, cn 0., Jer. o5 | 4 “Everyone? take heed to his neighbor,
The city and those who dwell in it. msr'- 3;22 And do not trust any brother;
17 “For behold, I will send serpents 2101 S For every brother will utterly
among you, 2:12; JAerA. 4:22; supplant,
Vipers which cannot be charmed, Toay G And every neighbor will bwalk with
And they shall bite you,” says the Lorb. | *76%,5% [ slanderers.
a8;Mic. 75,6 | 5 Everyone will 2deceive his neighbor,

The Prophet Mourns for the People

bps. 15:3; Prov.
10:18; Jer. 6:28

And will not speak the truth;

18 Twould comfort myself in sorrow; 5’;@% oo i They have taught their tongue to
My heart is faint in me. s.59:4 speak lies;

8:13-15 Judah is like an unfruitful vine or fig tree that has
no grapes or figs (individual people) and is destined for de-
struction. They flee to the fortified cities to find refuge, but
they are not safe.

8:15 Repeated with slight variation in 14:19.

8:16 Dan was in the extreme north and would be the first to
experience the enemy’s advance.

8:18, 19 Throughout his ministry, Jeremiah was torn between
what is expressed in these two verses—his sorrow over Judah’s
fate and his realization that their punishment is deserved.

8:22 Balm in Gilead: The area of Gilead (east of the Jordan River)
was an important source for spice and balm (see Gen. 37:25), but
the wound of Judah is incurable (but see 30:17).

9:1 Jeremiah is called the “weeping prophet” from verses such
as this.

9:2 Jeremiah would like to get as far away from the sinful people
as possible.

9:3 The LoRD speaks. He describes the breakdown of personal
relationships (vw. 3—6, 8) and promises to “refine,” “try,” and
“punish” His people (wv. 7, 9; 6:27-30).
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They weary themselves to commit 7as. 125 ger. | 161 will 9scatter them also among the Gen-
iniquity. sarMal 33 | tiles, whom neither they nor their fathers
6 Your dwelling place is in the midst of ,S’efzs\;vw at have known. PAnd I will send a sword after
deceit; G2 138 them until I have consumed them.”
Through deceit they refuse to know ot .
Me% says the LOSIZD sogl ey | The People Mourn in Judgment
, .
o e | 17Thus says the LORD of hosts:
TTherefore thus says the LORD of hosts: | 59,20
. e , 1(34 “Jer.AftS:Zb(j? “Consider and call for the mourning
Beht;)lld, Twill *refine them and 'try ?:gg-; Hos as women,
. 6 .
bF, hem’h 11T deal with the daughter e e i
or f0131\7 sha : fa wi e daughter 1 %3% 352225;9 And send for skillful wailing women,
o1 My people: 3413 That they may come.
8 Their tongue is an arrow shot out; 127 19743 | 18 Let them make haste
It speaks %deceit; 149 And take up a wailing for us,
One speaks "peaceably to his neighbor ot That %our eyes may run with tears,
withhismouth, 13 ter. 325, And our eyelids gush with water.
But 'in his heart he 2lies in wait. 14 aJer. 7:24; 19 For avoice of wailing is heard from
9 aghall I not Punish them for these I oL Zion:
things?” says the LORD. et . ‘Howweare plundered!
“Shall I not aven.ge”lVIyself onsucha nessor We are greatly ashamed,
nation as this? 15000 605 Because we have forsaken the land,
o .
10 Iwill take up a weeping and wailing Jgr_.e ?15918 Because we have been cast out of “our
for the mountains, ol dwellings.
And “for the 'dwelling places of the orpoisonous | 99 yet hear the word of the LORD,
wilderness a lamentation, O women,
Because they are burned up, And let your ear receive the word of
So that no one can pass through; His mouth;
Nor can men hear the voice of the Teach your daughters wailing,
cattle. And everyone her neighbor a
bBoth the birds of the heavens and the lamentation.
beasts have fled; 21 For death has come through our
They are gone. windows,
up s ; a 33: Has entered our palaces,
1 “Twill make Jerusalem %a heap of ruins, | 16ev.26:33; . g "
ba den of jackals. E:r_ug-;gjt To 1;)111 off “Féle' children—'no longer to
I will make the cities of Judah desolate, | - 25°% And ehout51 € 2no1
without an inhabitant.” Ezek 52 nd the young men—?2no longer on
1722 Chr. 3525, the streets!

12aWho is the wise man who may *un- | 12:5; Amos

derstand this? And who is he to whom the | %16 Matt 22Speak, “Thus says the LORD:

mouth of the LORD has spoken, that he may 182“? 22 de. ‘Even the carcasses of men shall fall
declare it? Why does the land perish and | 19aev. 18:28 4as refuse on the open field,
burn up like a wilderness, so that no one | 25" Like cuttings after the harvester,
can pass through? g:11; 1821 And no one shall gather them.””

13And the LORD said, “Because theyhave | L. from out- 23Th the LORD:
forsaken My law which I set before them, |~ §de i fom us says the :

the square
and have “not obeyed My voice, nor walked | 22¢Ps. 83:10; a“Let not the wise man glory in his
according to it, 4but they have 2walked ac- '3515225 e wisdom,
cording to the 'dictates of their own hearts | %3525 Let not the mighty man glory in his
and after the Baals, "which their fathers |~ fzek 2837 might,
taught them,” 15therefore thus says the | 249ps 207; Nor let the rich man glory in his
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, | 355 G riches;
1 will feed them, this people, bwith worm- ! 03] i ?[gglr- 24 But %let him who glories glory in this,
wood, and give them 'water of gall todrink. | 614" That he understands and knows Me,

9:11 A den of jackals: A frequent figure in Jer. (10:22; 14:6; 9:20, 21 Jeremiah tells the women to instruct their daughters
49:33; 51:37), and Is. (13:22; 34:13; 35:7; 43:20). how to wail because so great will be the number of dead that

. . their services will be required.
9:17-19 Professional mourning women (see 2 Sam. 14:2; Matt.

9:23; John 11:31, 33) were a part of the funeral ceremonies. Their 9:23» 24 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.
task was to evoke proper lamentation for the bereaved. Even 9:23, 24 The only true reality is to understand and know God.
now their voice is heard from Zion. All else is transitory, including wisdom . . . might, and riches.
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244,618 Mc. | all these nations are uncircumcised, and
m. LA LE | seowivaes | all the house of Israel are Puncircumcised
112:1. i ”
o8 i 4 in the heart.
9:23, 24 The Measure of Success, GROW- | Rom. 2:28, 29]

ING IN KNOWING. By the world'’s standards,
success is usually measured by three criteria:
wisdom, power, and wealth. The “successful”
communicate insights that influence oth-
ers (wisdom), gain strategic advantage over
others (power), or accumulate and control
resources (wealth). Yet God asserts here that
these attainments hold no weight with Him
and that true success is measured by our
knowledge of Him (v. 24).

Both “understand” and “know” contain
the idea of ascertaining something through
the process of seeing (Job 42:5). To know God
is to encounter Him (2 Cor. 3:16—18); to re-
ceive “revelation” from Him as, through the
Scriptures, He implants His thoughts into our
minds (1 Cor. 2:9-12). Pursue this “knowing,”
cultivated in communion with Him as His

26 Jer. 25:23

Idols and the True God
1 Hear the word which the LORD
speaks to you, O house of Israel.
2Thus says the LORD:

a“Do not learn the way of the Gentiles;
Do not be dismayed at the signs of
heaven,
For the Gentiles are dismayed at them.
3 For the customs of the peoples are
Ifutile;
For %one cuts a tree from the forest,
The work of the hands of the workman,
with the ax.
4 They decorate it with silver and gold;
They %fasten it with nails and

character engulfs us with the holy wonder hammers
of a God who passionately desires intimate So that it will not topple.
friendship with those whom He has created. 5 They are upright, like a palm tree,
(Phil. 3:10/Ps. 25:4, 5) S.F. And “they cannot speak;
They must be bcarried,
Because they cannot go by themselves.
PRAYING THE WORD Do not be afraid of them,
For ¢they cannot do evil,

O Lord, forgive me if ever
I glory or boast in my

Nor can they do any good.”
6 Inasmuch as there is none %like You,

wisdom, strength, or riches. O LorD )
Help me to glory only in (Yozlnagfi g}rlet;:lt, and Your name is great
understanding and knowing “lew264% | 7 awhowould not fear You, O King of the
You. You alone, Lord, Eask 447, nations?
exercise lovin g kindness - For this is Your rightful due.
. Z / zcaﬁgﬂgg,w For Yamong all the wise men of the
judgment, and righteousness %335 b nations,
in the earth, and You 34010 And inall their kingdoms,
: : 45:20 ILit. There is none like You.
Afetlzgfht}n t’/:]ese 4Efsr."iy1 7 8 But they are altogether 4dull-hearted
apted from Jeremiah 9:23-24 54;;.; Llf?blgy and fOOIiSh;
Cor. 12: i T I i
That T am the LORD, exercising },PS?;E% . ‘SA.;VOOQetr)l 1(101 is at wolrtthle'ss doctrine.
lovingkindness, judgment, and i T 1Ver 1s beaten Info pates,
: : 69Ex, 1541 It is brought from Tarshish,
righteousness in the earth. Tk
bFor in these I *delight,” says the LORD. Pe. 56?3'21%; And “gold from Uphaz,
! Is. 46:5-9; Jer. The work of the craftsman
25“Behold, the days are coming,” Says | ;ue s.22: pev And of the hands of the metalsmith;
the LORD, “that %I will punish all who are o ”f;ss-.glgrﬁ Blue and purple are their clothing;
circumcised with the uncircumcised— tHab'.hgné vain They are all the work of skillful men.
26Egypt, Judah, Edom, the people of Am- | 5", 10 But the LORD is the true God;
mon, Moab, and all who are in the *farthest ?;"?1::1' :l 5035 + He is %the living God and the
corners, who dwell in the wilderness. For | tps.10:16 beverlasting King.

10:1-16 In this part of h[s temple sermon, Jeremiah contrasts idols 10:6, 7 In contrast to the impotent idols, God is unique. There
and the Loro, alternating back and forth. Idols and their wor- is none (no god) like Him. He is more than a tribal deity con-
shipers are condemned in w. 2-5,8,9, 11,14, 15; God is praised fined to a geographical area, for He is King of the nations,
inw.6,7,10,12,13,16. See Is. 40:18-20; 41:7; 44:9-20; 46:5-7. King over all.

‘fIO:.?ES Objectst r(r;ade.llaythe hzn#;of mentat’re{imi)otegtto Telp’ 10:9 Silver came from Tarshish (see Ezek. 27:12). Uphaz is
or they cannot do evil or good. They must be fastened in place, : . P

they cannot speak, and they must be carried. See Ps. 115:4-7; mentioned only here and Dan. 10:5. Its location is unknown.
135:15-18; Is. 44:14, 15.



JEREMIAH 10:11

At His wrath the earth will tremble,
And the nations will not be able to
endure His indignation.

1Thus you shall say to them: ¢“The gods
that have not made the heavens and the
earth bshall perish from the earth and from
under these heavens.”

12 He %has made the earth by His power,
He has Pestablished the *world by His
wisdom,
And ‘has stretched out the heavens at
His discretion.
13 aWhen He utters His voice,
There is a 'multitude of waters in the
heavens:
b“And He causes the vapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth.
He makes lightning for the rain,

He brings the wind out of His treasuries.”

14 aEveryone is dull-hearted, without
knowledge;
¢Every metalsmith is put to shame by
an image;
dFor his molded image is falsehood,
And there is no breath in them.
15 They are futile, a work of errors;
In the time of their punishment they
shall perish.
16 aThe Portion of Jacob is not like them,
For He is the Maker of all things,
And bIsrael is the tribe of His
inheritance;
¢The LORD of hosts is His name.

The Coming Captivity of Judah
17 aGather up your wares from the land,
0 inhabitant of the fortress!

18For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will “throw out at this time
The inhabitants of the land,
And will distress them,

bThat they may find it so.”

19 aWoe is me for my hurt!
My wound is severe.
But I say, ¥“Truly this is an infirmity,
And I must bear it.”
20aMy tent is plundered,
And all my cords are broken;

10:11 This verse was written in Aramaic, a more international
language than Hebrew, perhaps to offer its bold prophecy to the
surrounding peoples who had introduced false gods to Judah.

10:12-16 Repeated with slight variation in 51:15-19.

10:17-22 Punishment and exile are near, so God tells the people

to gather up their belongings.

10:19, 20 Jeremiah bemoans his own fate and that of his coun-
trymen. His children are the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem,

since he himself never married or had children (16:2).
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11 9Ps. 96:5 bls.
2:18; Zeph.
2:11

12 9Gen. 1:1, 6,
7; Jer. 51:15
bps. 93:1 ¢Job
9:8; Ps. 104:2;
Is. 40:22

*See WW at Jer.
51:15.

13 aJob 38:34
bps. 135:7 10r
noise

14 4Jer. 51:17
bProv. 30:2 ¢ls.
42:17; 44:11
dHab. 2:18

16 Ps. 16:5; Jer.
51:19; Lam.
3:24 bDeut.
32:9; Ps. 74:2
Cls. 47:4

17 aJer. 6:1 10r
you who dwell
under siege

18 a1 Sam.
25:29; 2 Chr.
36:20 bEzek.

19 4Jer. 8:21
bps, 77:10
Mic. 7:9

20 aJer. 4:20;
Lam. 2:4

bJer. 31:15;
Lam. 1:5

21 dJer. 23:2

22 dJer. 5:15
bJer. 9:11

23 @Prov. 16:1;
20:24

24 9Ps, 6:1;
38:1; Jer. 30:11

2549Ps, 796, 7;
Zeph. 3:8 bJob
18:21; 1 Thess.
4:5; [2 Thess.
1:8] ¢Jer. 8:16

My children have gone from me,

And they are b'no more.

There is no one to pitch my tent
anymore,

Or set up my curtains.

21 For the shepherds have become dull-
hearted,
And have not sought the LORD;
Therefore they shall not prosper,
And all their flocks shall be %scattered.
22 Behold, the noise of the report has
come,
And a great commotion out of the
north country,
To make the cities of Judah desolate, a
bden of jackals.

23 O LoRD, I know the 2way of man is not
in himself;
It is not in man who walks to direct his
own steps.
24 0 LORD, 2correct me, but with justice;
Not in Your anger, lest You bring me to
nothing.
25 aPour out Your fury on the Gentiles,
bwho do not know You,
And on the families who do not call on
Your name;
For they have eaten up Jacob,
¢Devoured him and consumed him,
And made his dwelling place desolate.

The Broken Covenant

11 The word that came to Jeremiah
from the LORD, saying, 2“Hear the
words of this covenant, and speak to the

WORD - WEALTH

10:24 correct, yasar; Strong’s #3256: To
chasten, correct, instruct; to reform some-
one. This verb refers to the discipline and cor-
rection necessary to moral training. Moses
told Israel (Deut. 8:5) that “as a man chastens
his son, so the LORD your God chastens you.”
Some individuals cannot be corrected by
words alone (Prov. 29:19). Yasar may involve
tough measures, as with whips (1 Kin. 12:m),
or teaching technique by itself, as in the case
of the music director who instructed the Le-
vitical musicians (1 Chr. 15:22). From yasar is
derived the noun musar, “instruction.”

10:21 The shepherds are the rulers, and the flocks are the people.

10:23-25 Jeremiah yields to God’s program of judgment, but
he prays for divine justice to render the worst punishment to

those who have led Judah astray.

10:25 Repeated with slight variation in Ps. 79:6, 7.

11:1—13:27 Failure of the people of Judah to keep the stipu-

lations of the covenant leads to their exile from the land. This
section is autobiographical in style and consists basically of a

conversation between God and Jeremiah.



men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem; 3and say to them, ‘Thus says the
LORD God of Israel: #“Cursed is the man who
does not obey the words of this covenant
4which I commanded your fathers in the
day I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
afrom the iron furnace, saying, ‘Obey My
voice, and do according to all that I com-
mand you; so shall you be My people, and
Iwill be your God, 5that I may establish the
2path which I have sworn to your fathers, to
give them %“a land flowing with milk and
honey, as it is this day.”"”

AndIanswered and said, '“So be it, LORD.”

6Then the LORD said to me, “Proclaim
all these words in the cities of Judah and
in the streets of Jerusalem, saying: ‘Hear
the words of this covenant %and do them.
7For I earnestly exhorted your fathers in
the day I brought them up out of the land
of Egypt, until this day, %rising early and
exhorting, saying, “Obey My voice.” 84Yet
they did not obey or incline their ear, but
beveryone followed the dictates of his evil
heart; therefore I will bring upon them all
the words of this covenant, which I com-
manded them to do, but which they have
not done."”

9And the LORD said to me, 2“A conspiracy
has been found among the men of Judah
and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
10They have turned back to “the iniquities
of their forefathers who refused to hear My
words, and they have gone after other gods
to serve them; the house of Israel and the
house of Judah have broken My covenant
which I made with their fathers.”

NTherefore thus says the LORD: “Behold,
I will surely bring calamity on them which
they will not be able to 'escape; and though
they cry out to Me, I will not listen to them.
12Then the cities of Judah and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem will go and “cry out to the
gods to whom they offer incense, but they
will not save them at all in the time of their
trouble. 13For according to the number of
your “cities were your gods, O Judah; and ac-
cording to the number of the streets of Jeru-
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14:11; [1 John
5:16]

15 aPs, 50:16
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19 9Ps. 83:4;
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salem you have set up altars to that shameful
thing, altars to burn incense to Baal.

14“So 2do not pray for this people, or lift
up a cry or prayer for them; for I will not
hear them in the time that they cry out to
Me because of their trouble.

15 “What? has My beloved to do in My
house,
Having bdone lewd deeds with many?
And ¢the holy flesh has passed from
you.
When you do evil, then you %rejoice.
16 The LORD called your name,
aGreen Olive Tree, Lovely and of Good
Fruit.
With the noise of a great tumult
He has kindled fire on it,
And its branches are broken.

17“For the LORD of hosts, “who planted
you, has pronounced doom against you
for the evil of the house of Israel and of
the house of Judah, which they have done
against themselves to provoke Me to anger
in offering incense to Baal.”

Jeremiah’s Life Threatened

18Now the LORD gave me knowledge of it,
and I know it; for You showed me their do-
ings.19But I waslike a docile lamb brought
to the slaughter; and I did not know that
they had devised schemes against me, say-
ing, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
aand let us cut him off from Pthe land of the
living, that his name may be remembered
no more.”

20 But, O LORD of hosts,
You who judge righteously,
aTesting the 'mind and the heart,
Let me see Your bvengeance on them,
For to You I have revealed my cause.

21“Therefore thus says the LORD concern-
ing the men of 2Anathoth who seek your
life, saying, ‘Do not prophesy in the name
of the LORD, lest you die by our hand'—
22therefore thus says the LORD of hosts:
‘Behold, I will punish them. The young men

11:1-17 Jeremiah is enjoined by God to proclaim the words of God knows they have reached the point of no return, a perma-
the covenant in the streets of Jerusalem and exhort the people nent refusal to repent (see 7:16; 14:11).

to do them (v. 6). Their fathers did not listen even though God  11.17 This doom was fulfilled when the Babylonians destroyed
exhorted them again and again (v. 7). As a result of disobedience, Jerusalem in 586 B.C.

God will now bring the penalty contained in the covenant (v. 8).

11:3 Cursed is the man: See Deut. 27:15-26, where “cursed
is the one” occurs at the beginning of each verse. According to
Deut. 28, blessings come upon those who diligently obey the
commandments (vv. 1-14), and curses come on those who do

not obey (w. 15-68).

11:9 Conspiracy: Probably opposition to the reform of Josiah

is meant.

11:18-23 The first of Jeremiah’s six personal laments or “con-
fessions”; the others are 12:1-6; 15:10-21; 17:14-18; 18:18-23;
20:7-18.

11:18 Gave me knowledge: Jeremiah’s life was threatened by
the men of Anathoth (w. 21, 23; 12:6), his own family and friends.

11:19 Lamb brought to the slaughter: A tame pet lamb such
as is described in 2 Sam. 12:3. As it does not suspect it is being

led to the slaughter, Jeremiah had no suspicion that his own
11:14 Again Jeremiah is told not to pray for this people because people were planning his death (see 12:6; Is. 53:7).
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shall die by the sword, their sons and their | 22aser 921 Even they have dealt treacherously
daughters shall %die by famine; 23and there | %037 "> with you;
shall be no remnant of them, for Iwillbring | Mic.7:4 Yes, they have called 'a multitude after
catastrophe on the men of Anathoth, even | cHAPTER 12 you.
athe year of their punishment. ” RS Do not believe them,

., . 11:20 2Job Even though they speak Zsmooth
Jeremiah’s Question 123';6;.;?{' 1557 words to you.

Righteous “are You, O LORD, when ,S'V'a'- 315

ee WW at Lam.

“1

7 “Ihave forsaken My house, I have left

I plead with You; 18 "
Yet let me talk with You about Your | g %acs. My heritage;
judgments Matt. 15:8; I'have given the dearly beloved of My
o -6 1] . .
bWhy does the way of the *wicked Soaretparts, . soul into the hand of her enemies.
prosper? kidneys My heritage is to Me like a lion in the
. SZPS. 1.7:.3 _ forest:
Why are those happy who deal so s e s oreSh . )
treacherously? 17:48: 50:27, It cries out against Me;
2 You have planted them, yes, they have | 4umsoio. Therefore I have “hated it.
3bJer. | 9 Theritage is to Me lik kled
taken root; Hos. 3 bt My Trl age is to Me like a speckle
They grow, yes, they bear fruit. Hab, 3:17 Ps. vulture; )
ayou are near in their mouth S 315 The vultures all around are against
But far from their 'mind. 1S 12:15 her.
goden Come, assemble all the beasts of the
3 But You, O LORD, “know me; 37:4-11; Job field,
You have seen me, Sy aBring them to devour!
And You have btested my heart toward
You. 10 “Many “rulers’ have destroyed "My
Pull them out like sheep for the vineyard, )
slaughter, They have ‘trodden My portion
And prepare them for ‘the day of underfoot; .
slaughter. They have madg My Zpleasant portion
4 Howlong will “the land mourn, - a ‘%135013"9 ‘é’ﬂfltilglessl- .
And the herbs of every field wither? €y have made it “desolate;
bThe beasts and birds are consumed, Desolate, it mourns to Me;
cFor the wickedness of those who dwell The whole land is made desolate,
there, Because ’no one takes it to heart.
Because they said, “He willnot see our | p=,'22 | 12 The plunderers have come
final end.” 10r abunaantly On all the desolate heights in the
Lit-good wilderness,
. 8 aHos. 9:15; 4
The LORD Answers Jeremiah Ghmos 68 For the sword of the LORD shall devour
5 “If you have run with the footmen, and | inreritance From one end of the land to the other
they have wearied you, htoytedod end of the land;
Then how can you contend with laséﬁr;ﬁt“'& No flesh shall have peace.
horses? shepherdsor | 13 9They have sown wheat but reaped
And ifin the land of peace, e e thorns;
In which you trusted, they wearied you, Jofand They have 'put themselves to pain but
Then how will you do in ?the 22:6 bls. 42:25 do not profit.
'floodplain of the Jordan? s s But be ashamed of your harvest
For even “your brothers, the house of '\H/';% e Because of the fierce anger of the

your father,

11:23 What the conspirators wished for Jeremiah, the end of his
bloodline (v. 19), will be visited by God upon them.

12:1-6 The second of Jeremiah’s laments (see note on 11:18-23).
Jeremiah is displeased with the prosperity of the wicked and de-
mands that they be cut off. God reproves him for his impatience
and tells him that the present situation is merely preparation
for a more demanding future.

12:1-5 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

12:1 Wicked prosper: The question of the prosperity of the
wicked (why does God not take action) is a popular theme (see Job
21:7-15; Ps. 73:3—12; Hab. 1:2-4). No definitive answer is given,
but always it is clear God has all things under control. Ultimately,
the wicked will perish (vv. 7-13), and God’s righteousness will
be vindicated. The attitude of the believer should be to let God

strained

LORD.”

be in complete control, especially of one’s own life (see Job
42:2; Hab. 3:17-19).

12:2 The wicked Jeremiah has in view are those whose allegiance
to God is nothing more than lip service.

12:5 God warns Jeremiah that his troubles will increase.
12:6 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

12:7-13 God laments that He must take such action against
His house and heritage (the land and people) by bringing her
enemies (the Babylonians). God speaks of His people in several
figures: dearly beloved of My soul . . . lion . . . speckled
vulture . . . vineyard.

12:14-17 Judah’s neighbors will also go into exile, but if they
are converted (16:19-21) God will establish them in the midst of
His restored people; otherwise, He will destroy them.
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UThus says the LORD: “Against all My | 14 ager. 2:3; shall be just like this sash which is profitable

evil neighbors who ouch the inheritance | 32,2 for nothing. NFor as the sash clings to the

which I have caused My people Israel to ;f;egg 63-2:73-\5 waist of a man, so I have caused the whole

inherit—behold, I will ’pluck them out of | 11:11-16;Jer | house of Israel and the whole house of Judah
32:37

theirland and pluck out the house of Judah

15 aJer. 31:20;

to cling to Me, says the LORD, ‘that #they may

from among them. 159Then it shall be, after Lam, 332, become My people, ’for renown, for *praise,
I have plucked them out, that Iwill return | samese:14 | and for cglory; but they would “not hear’

and *have compassion on them band bring
them back, everyone to his heritage and

2:23.
16 9Jer. 4:2];

*See WW at Hos.

Symbol of the Wine Bottles

everyone to hisland.6And it shall be, if they | sgon, 520, 12“Tperefore you shall speak to them this
will learn carefully the ways of My people, ,2/;!Pet28 = word: ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel:
ato swear by My name, ‘As the LORD lives, | s.coi2 | Everybottle shallbe filled with wine.

as they taught My people to swear by Baal, cuaprer1s | And they will say to you, ‘Do we not cer-

then they shall be bestablished in the midst

loins

1 ILit. upon your

tainly know that every bottle will be filled
with wine?’

of My people. 7But if they do not “obey, I 2 lwaistband ” )
will utterly pluck up and destroy that na- | *sf s | 10enyou shall say'to*tl'lem, Thus says
tion,” says the LORD. loins ib. the LORD: “Behold, T will *ll all the inhab-
S itants of this land—even the kings who sit
Symbol of the Linen Sash opevzolo | on David’s throne, the priests, the prophets,
Thus the LORD said to me: “Go and | 239 zeph. | and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem—awith
]. get yourself a linen sash, and put it .owwaps | drunkenness! #And °I will dash them 'one

laround your waist, but do not put it in wa- | _ 31:15.

10 4Jer. 16:12

against another, even the fathers and the sons

ter”” 280 I got a 'sash according to the word | ber. 724 together,” says the LORD. "‘I will not pity nor
of the LORD, and put it around my waist. | o42a | sparenorhave mercy, butwill destroy them.
3 b . -
And the word of the LORD came to me irg;gyrf;;og' Pride Precedes Captivity

the second time, saying, 4“Take the 'sash
that you acquired, which is 2around your

15 Hear and give ear:

11 9[Ex. 19:5, 6;

waist, and arise, go to the *Euphrates, and | Daut 5210, Do nﬁt be pro}tlld,
hideitthereinahole intherock.”5SoIwent | as. 43:21dps. " uggr t ‘13 LO}:D thas spoken. God
and hid it by the Euphrates, as the Lorp | /12 Ive glory to the LORD your Go
commanded me. *See W ut Ps. Before He causes “darkness,

6Now it came to pass after many days that 1;Oagﬁ'eo;3; And before your feet. stumble
the LORD said to me, “Arise, go to the Eu- 3% % 1" ggéhehq;irk moun‘g:launi,' for light
phrates, and take from there the sash which | _2527:517, 57 ware you adr ¢ - ooking for 1ght,
T commanded you to hide there”” 7Then T 832:\&\& at Jer. He turns it into %the shadow of death

went to the Euphrates and dug, and I took

14 a2 Chr. 36:17;

And makes it dense darkness.

the 'sash from the place where I had hidden 5520231 !]SJ_er. v ;utsigy;)u .‘ﬁi}zl r;oet h';areit, tfo .
it; and there was the sash, ruined. It was ﬁg,%;;a,-ﬂf y ril(lie‘?n weep In secret for you
profitable for nothing. 1o brother | M pride; 0 bitter]
8Then the word of the LORD came to me, | Ps.56:; vl Ari,(ﬁ,ﬁ; Vgowv:le\?rpi)thlteirrsy
saying, 9“Thus says the LORD: ‘In this man-| 555 jmee’ ; '
ner %I will ruin the pride of Judah and the | &9 599 Because the LORD's flock has been
. A Ps. 44:19; taken captive.
*great bpride of Jerusalem. 10This evil people, | Jer. 26
who %refuse to hear My words, who bfollow’ | 751 %% | 18 Say to “the king and to the queen
the dictates of their hearts, and walk after ) Bngk?(jr?gl 1422, mother,
other gods to serve them and worship them, | Jer.22:26 “Humble yourselves;

13:1-11 The linen sash is the first of the symbolic acts Jeremiah
used to convey God’s word to the people. Linen is the material
used for priestly garments (Ezek. 44:17, 18) and symbolizes Israel
as a holy people, a “kingdom of priests” (see Ex. 19:6). The sash,
as an emblem of Israel, speaks of the intimate relationship of
God to His covenant people (v. 11).

13:1 Sash: A belt in oriental cultures indicates status, as “black
belt” is used for achievement in the martial arts. Do not put
it in water: Symbolic of Judah’s sinful pride, the belt was not
to be washed (v. 9).

13:6-9 Euphrates: On the basis of location, some suggest Jere-

miah’s experience is only a symbolic vision, or a parable because
he would hardly have made two trips to the Euphrates River
hundreds of miles away. Perhaps the reference is to Parah (Josh.
18:23), which is 3 miles northwest of Anathoth. The geographical
destination is less important than the message that the sash is

ruined (v. 7), and so God will ruin the pride of Judah and the
great pride of Jerusalem (v. 9).

13:12-14 Jeremiah uses a familiar saying (v. 12) and the imag-
ery of drunkenness (v. 13) to describe divine punishment for
Jerusalem. Drunkenness will rob them of their ability to act, and
then God will smash them like the bottles.

13:18 The king is probably Jehoiachin, and the queen mother
is Nehushta (2 Kin. 24:8, 15). He took the throne at the early
age of 18.

13:19 Judah’s only escape will be southward, but this possibility
will be shut up.

13:20-27 Jeremiah describes the events relating to the inva-
sion (vwv. 20-23), and God states the reason for the action (vv.
24-27). Jerusalem is personified as a woman, and, because of
her shamelessness (iniquity, v. 22), she will experience shame
(skirts . . . uncovered and heels made bare).



JEREMIAH 13:19

WORD . WEALTH

13:18 humble, shaphel; Strong’s #8213: To
make low, depress, sink, lower, debase, set
in a lower place, lay low, descend, humble,
abase. Shaphel occurs 29 times and is gen-
erally translated “humble,” “bring down,” or
“make low.” Shaphelisillustrated by Isaiah 2:11;
5:15. Notice the irony of Proverbs 29:23, “A
man'’s pride will bring him low, but the hum-
ble in spirit will retain honor.” In Psalms 13:6,
God, who dwells on high, humbles Himself
to watch what is occurring in heaven and
on earth. The most important derivative of
shaphel is shephelah, “low country,” or “low
hills and plains,” referring to the rolling hill
country west of the Judean mountains.

Sit down,

For your rule shall collapse, the crown
of your glory.”

19 The cities of the South shall be shut up,

And no one shall open them;

Judah shall be carried away captive, all
of it;

It shall be wholly carried away captive.

20 Lift up your eyes and see
Those who come from the %north.
Where is the flock that was given to you,
Your beautiful sheep?
21 What will you say when He punishes you?
For you have taught them
To be chieftains, to be head over you.
Will not pangs seize you,
Like a woman in labor?
22 And if you say in your heart,
a“Why have these things come upon me?”
For the greatness of your iniquity
bYour skirts have been uncovered,
Your heels 'made bare.
23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin or
the leopard its spots?
Then may you also do good who are
accustomed to do evil.

24 “Therefore I will ?scatter them Plike
stubble
That passes away by the wind of the
wilderness.
25aThis is your lot,
The portion of your measures from
Me,” says the LORD,
“Because you have forgotten Me
And trusted in bfalsehood.
26 Therefore %I will uncover your skirts
over your face,
That your shame may appear.

13:23 A rhetorical question demanding a negative answer.
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46:20

21 aJer. 6:24
Ichildbirth

224Jer. 16:10
bls. 47:2; Ezek.
16:37; Nah.
3:5 ILit. suffer
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24 9 ev. 26:33;
Jer. 9:16; Ezek.
5:2, 12 bPs,
1:4; Hos. 13:3

25 aJob 20:29;
Ps. 11:6; Matt.
24:51 ber.
10:14

26 aLam. 1:8;
Ezek. 16:37;
Hos. 2:10

27 4Jer. 57,8
bls, 65:7; Jer.
2:20; Ezek.
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242 Kin. 25:3; Is.

3:26 bJer. 8:21
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Jer. 11:11;
46:12; Zech.
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40:14 b2 Sam.
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4 aJer. 3:3; Ezek.
22:24
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her young

6 9Job 39:5, 6;
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14:21

*See WW at

Jer. 5:6.
8dJer. 17:13
9 dls. 59:1 PEx.
29:45; Lev.
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10 4Jer. 2:23-25

27 Thave seen your adulteries
And your lustful “neighings,
The lewdness of your harlotry,
Your abominations ?on the hills in the
fields.
Woe to you, O Jerusalem!
Will you still not be *made clean?”

Sword, Famine, and Pestilence

1 ll- The word of the LorD that came to
Jeremiah concerning the droughts.
2 “Judah mourns,

And %her gates languish;
They Pmourn for the land,
And “the cry of Jerusalem has gone up.
3 Their nobles have sent their lads for
water;
They went to the cisterns and found
no water.
They returned with their vessels
empty;
They were “ashamed and confounded
bAnd covered their heads.
4 Because the ground is parched,
For there was %no rain in the land,
The plowmen were ashamed;
They covered their heads.
5 Yes, the deer also gave birth in the
field,
But 'left because there was no grass.
6 And “%he wild donkeys stood in the
desolate heights;
They sniffed at the wind like jackals;
Their eyes failed because there was no
grass.”

7 O Lorp, though our iniquities testify
against us,
Do it *for Your name’s sake;
For our *backslidings are many,
We have sinned against You.
8 a0 the Hope of Israel, his Savior in time
of trouble,
Why should You be like a stranger in
theland,
And like a traveler who turns aside to
tarry for a night?
9 Why should You be like a man
astonished,
Like a mighty one “who cannot save?
Yet You, O LORD, are in our midst,
And we are called by Your name;
Do not leave us!

10Thus says the LORD to this people:

a“Thus they have loved to wander;
They have not restrained their feet.

4), and open fields (w. 5, 6), so no class of people or animal

14:1—15:21 These prophecies were given during a period of W3S exempt.
severe drought, which affected life in the city (v. 3), country (v. 14:10-12 God’s response is not favorable because the people



Therefore the LORD does not accept
them;
bHe will remember their iniquity now,
And punish their sins.”

NThen the LORD said to me, #“Do not pray
for this people, for their good. 129When they
fast, Iwill not hear their cry; and when they
offer burnt offering and grain offering, I
will not accept them. But I will consume
them by the sword, by the famine, and by
the pestilence.”

13@Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gop! Behold, the
prophets say to them, ‘You shall not see
the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I
will give you 'assured peace in this place.’”

14And the LORD said to me, “The proph-
ets prophesy lies in My name. I have not
sent them, commanded them, nor spoken
to them; they prophesy to you a false vision,
Idivination, a worthless thing, and the cde-
ceit of their heart. 15Therefore thus says the
LORD concerning the prophets who proph-
esy in My name, whom I did not send, “and
who say, ‘Sword and famine shall not be
in this land—'By sword and famine those
prophets shall be consumed!16And the peo-
ple to whom they prophesy shall be cast out
in the streets of Jerusalem because of the
famine and the sword; 2they will have no
one to bury them—them nor their wives,
their sons nor their daughters—for I will
pour their wickedness on them.

17“Therefore you shall say this word to
them:

a‘Let my eyes flow with tears night and
day,
And let them not cease;
bFor the *virgin daughter of my people
Has been broken with a mighty stroke,
with a very severe blow.
18 If I go out to “the field,
Then behold, those slain with the
sword!
And if I enter the city,
Then behold, those sick from famine!
Yes, both prophet and priest go about
in aland they do not know. ”
The People Plead for Mercy
19 aHave You utterly rejected Judah?
Has Your soul loathed Zion?

refuse to repent, and they wander after false gods. Jeremiah is
instructed not to pray for the people (see 7:16; 11:14). Offerings

and fasting will be of no avail either (see note on 6:20).

14:12 The threefold punishment by the sword, by the famine,
and by the pestilence occurs 15 times in Jer., and is part of the

curses for disobeying God (Lev. 26:25, 26).

14:14-18 God denies He has commissioned the lying prophets.
Their message has come from themselves, and what they say
will not happen. Sword and famine will rebound on them for
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2aJer. 43:11;
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JEREMIAH 15:5

Why have You stricken us so that
bthere is no *healing for us?
‘We looked for peace, but there was no
good;
And for the time of healing, and there
was trouble.
20 We acknowledge, O LORD, our
wickedness
And the iniquity of our fathers,
For Pwe have sinned against You.
21 Do not abhor us, for Your name’s sake;
Do not disgrace the throne of Your
glory.
ARemember, do not break Your
covenant with us.
224Are there any among “the idols of the
nations that can cause ‘rain?
Or can the heavens give showers?
dAre You not He, O LORD our God?
Therefore we will wait for You,
Since You have made all these.

The LORD Will Not Relent
1 Then the LORD said to me, “Even if
bMoses and ¢Samuel stood before
Me, My 'mind would not be favorable toward
this people. Cast them out of My sight, and
let them go forth. 2And it shall be, if they
say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ then you
shall tell them, ‘Thus says the LORD:

a“Such as are for death, to death;
And such as are for the sword, to the
sword;
And such as are for the famine, to the
famine;
And such as are for the bcaptivity, to
the captivity.”’
3“And I will appoint over them four
forms of destruction,” says the LORD: “the
sword to slay, the dogs to drag, ’the birds of
the heavens and the beasts of the earth to
devour and destroy. 41 will hand them over
to %trouble, to all kingdoms of the earth,
because of PManasseh the son of Hezekiah,
king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.

5 “For who will have pity on you,
0 Jerusalem?
Or who will bemoan you?
Or who will turn aside to ask how you
are doing?

their punishment. The people to whom they prophesy will share
the same fate; the sword will take those in the field, and famine

will take those in the city.

15:1-9 The Lord will not relent and stresses that their sin is
so great that even the intercession of Moses and Samuel (Ex.

32:11-14, 30-34; Num. 14:13-23; 1 Sam. 7:5-9; 12:19-25; Ps.

99:6-8) would be ineffective probably because it is Jeremiah
who is doing the repenting, not the people. They are turning
against God’s messenger (v. 10).



JEREMIAH 15:6 1018

6 aYou have forsaken Me,” says the LORD, |6aer2:13%s. | 12 Can anyone break iron,

“You have gone backward. e The northern iron and the bronze?
Therefore I will stretch out My hand ,Z,,-e,gg- 814 13 Your wealth and your treasures
against you and destroy you; 7 aJer. 18:21; Iwill give as “plunder without price,
I am 'weary of relenting! ooy Because of all yoursins,
7 And I will winnow them with a f% A{qos Throughout your territories.
winnowing fan in the gates of the | gais. 205 14 And I'will'make you cross over with
. a1 Sam. 2:5; i
I ll?gg’ h f child QIST 43?%;' “Intg(;ligrelgeur)r;:ii; ou do not know;
. 6:4; 8:9 )
W} ereave them of children; . aJobrg?i 5 L ond W y 1
I will destroy My people, 2014 107 Jand For a Pfire is kindled in My anger,
Since they do not return from their 11 4er. 404, 5 Which shall burn upon you.”
. ways. . 15 O LORD, “You know;
Their widows will be increased to ltde Remember me and 'visit me,
more than t‘he sand of the seas; And btake vengeance for me on my
I'will bring against them, persecutors.
Against the mother of the young men, In Your enduring patience, do not take
A plunderer at noonday; me away.
I will cause anguish and terror to fall Know that cfor Your sake I have
on them “suddenly. suffered *rebuke.
9 “She%languishes who has borne seven; 16 Your words were found, and I “ate
She has breathed her last; them, )
bHer sun has gone down And *Your word was to me the joy and
While it was yet day; . rIeJ'oicinlg1 chl glygleart;
She has been ashamed and or Lam called Dy Your name,
confounded. 134Ps. 44:12; O LoRD God of hosts.
Is. 52:3 3 i3
And the remnant of them I will deliver 14w 2836, | " “1did noisu in the assembly of the ®
to the sword Deut 3222 MOCKeTs, =
Before their enemies,” says the LORD, | Ps-21:9; Jer Nor did I rejoice;
1:\;%4\20- VLV)QQ I sat alone because of Your hand,
Jeremiah’s Dejection Syr, Tg. cause For You have filled me with
to serve 3 3 s
10 “Woe is me, my mother, Tt 17:4) indignation.
That you have borne me, e e s, 1@ Why is my “pain perpetual
A man of strife and a man of gar.g: lor And my wound incurable,
contention to the whole 'earth! seowwatk. | Whichrefuses tobe healed?
I have neither lent for interest, &8 Will You surely be to me “like an
Nor have men lent to me for interest. | 3.1 gg unreliable ?trgam,
Every one of them curses me. P As waters that 'fail?
17 @Ps. 26:4, 5 .
NThe LORD said: 13%3% 36, The LORD Reassures Jeremiah
er. 10:19;
- . 15: Mi 19 .
“Surely it will be well with your e Therefore thus says the Loro:
remnant; ’t%'sf:g""’ be | a“If you return,
Surely I will cause %the enemy to 19 aJer. 4:1; Then I will bring you back;
intercede with you e S, You shall bstand before Me;
In the time of adversity and in the g—;g;ﬁe“ If you take out the precious from the
time of affliction. 22:26; 44:23 vile,
15:3, 4 Promised in Deut. 28:25, 26. 15:10-21 Jeremiah’s third personal lament. See note on 11:18-23.

15:4 Manasseh: Considered the worst king in the history of Judah Pointing to his rejectipn (v..10) and the faithful digcharge of his
(2Kin. 21:1=11, 16), his sins are primarilygresponsible fgr Jddah’s duty (w. 16, 17), Jeremiah cries out at the anguish this has brought
demise. See 2 Kin. 21:12-15; 23:26, 27; 24:3, 4. him and charges God with failing him in his hour of need (v. 18).

15:6 Stretch out My hand: See note on 6:12. Weary of relent- 15:10 See 20:14,15; Job 3:3-10.

ing: Anthropomorphic language. From a human point of view 15:11 It will be well with your remnant: Can also be translated,

it appears God changes His mind, but we must recognize that “| will strengthen you for good,” or, “I will free you for good.” God

many of the prophetic pronouncements are conditional. God encourages Jeremiah.

will punigh unless the people respond. He gives them every

opportunity to avert the pro:lse;i ]uhdgn;]er;‘ ) Jeremiah'’s adversaries here.

15:7 Winnow: A process whereby the chaff and straw are re- . . . .

moved from the grain by tossing it into the air in the afternoon 15:17 See section 3 of T.ruth !n Action at the end of Jer.

breeze. The wind carries the lighter material away. See note on 15:17 Sat alone: Jeremiah did not marry. See note on 16:2.

E”th 3213;22?6' W'Z{‘{f?‘g'”g process is a figure of judgmentin 51:2; 45.18 Ty rhetorical questions; one directed to his own condi-
rov. 20:26; Is. 41:16. tion, the other concerned with God’s reliability. An unreliable

15:9 A blessed and favored mother is one who has borne seven stream is the wadi that is dry most of the year (see Job 6:15;

sons. but contrast 2:13 and 17:13).

15:12-14 After assuring Jeremiah in v. 11, the Lord addresses



1019 JEREMIAH 16:19
You shall be as My mouth. 20 oJer. 1:18; 10“And it shall be, when you show this
Let them return to you, Satess. | peopleall these words, and they say toyou,
But you'must not return ‘Eo them. 1'384} 91020J$; “Why l?as the LOR‘D pronounced al.l this

20 And I will make you to this people a sr21;3e:13; | great disaster against us? Or what is our

fortified b;onze awall; pali2 . | iniquity? Or what is our sin that we have

And they will fight against you, Neh. 1:10. committed against the LORD our God?’
But bthey shall not prevail against you; CHAPTER 16 Tithen you shall say to them, “Because your
For I am with you to save you raseas | fathers have forsaken Me, says the LORD;
“Anfi dellyer you,” says the LORD. o | ‘theyhave walked after (?ther gods and have

21 “Iwill deliver you from the hand of the 8-32:; cl;PJer.? s;g; served them and worshiped them, and have
wicked, ' e | forsaken Me and not kept My law. 12And
AndIwill *regeem youfromthegrip | 733420 | you have done “worse than your fathers,

of the terrible.” X1 " | for behold, beach one 'follows the dictates

Jeremiah’s Lifestyle and Message sev 1928 | Of his own evil heart, so that no one listens

y 9 5);9211;3;:1;7:5 to Me. 139Therefore I will cast you out of

1 The word Ozf“the LORD also came _tfo 9s223zJec | thisland "into aland that you do not know,

. lirlle' Sai’llng' You shall nol;c takeawife, 729 . neitheryou noryourfathers; and there you
norsh 'as you have sons or daughters in t}ns ‘SeeWWatPs. | ghall serve other gods day and night, where
place.” 3For thus says the LORD cONCerning | gag »17.5 | [will not show you favor,

the sons and daughters who are born in o TR

this place, and concerning their mothers | 2613 Hos. | God Will Restore Israel

2:11; Rev.

who bore them and their fathers who begot
them in this land: 4“They shall die “grue-
some deaths; they shall not be Ylamented nor
shall they be ‘buried, but they shall be 4like
refuse on the face of the earth. They shall be
consumed by the sword and by famine, and
their ecorpses shall be meat for the birds of

5:19

18:23 Irgjoicing

10 aDeut. 29:24;
1 Kin. 9:8; Jer.

11 aDeut. 29:25;
1 Kin. 9:9;

14“Therefore behold, the “days are com-
ing,” says the LORD, “that it shall no more
be said, ‘The LORD lives who brought up
the children of Israel from the land of
Egypt, 15but, ‘The LORD lives who brought
up the children of Israel from the land of
the north and from all the lands where

he?;‘,g;ltiﬁldsf;;;:fhzeﬁggfaggoeigt gnter Aorohe%e. | Hehad driven them. For ’I will bring them

g Jer. 22:9 i i i i

the house of MOUNINE. nor 2o to lament | Jor229 back into their land which I gave to their
. & & bJer. 3':17; fathers.

or benfloan :ﬁem, forlI have t‘?li(erlf awas:lMy 1812 waks | 16“Behold, I will send for many “fisher-

peace from this people,” says the LORD, “lov- bormessor | men,” says the LORD, “and they shall fish

ingkindness and mercies. 6Both the great
and the small shall die in this land. They

shall not be buried; %neither shall men | 145 .

13 9Deut. 4:26;
28:36, 63 bJer.

14 als, 43:18; Jer.

them; and afterward I will send for many
hunters, and they shall hunt them from
every mountain and every hill, and out of

lament for them, Pcut themselves, nor | 2378 [Ezek 7 a
‘make themselves bald for them. 7Nor shall 153 Zfe:._szﬁls the holes. of the.rocks. For My €yes are
X X ber. 24:6; on all their ways; they are not hidden from
men break bread in mourning for them, t0 | 03,337 | My face, nor is their iniquity hidden from
comfort them for the dead; nor shall men | 16 *Amos 4:2; X .
give them the cup of *consoiation todrink 7o i’e;g; My eyes. '8’?‘”‘1 first I “flu repay “doub;e for
. X 8 Job 34:21: their iniquity and their sin, because Ythey
for their father or their mother. 8Also you | s gps: have defiled My land; they have filled My
i i i Prov. 5:21; Jer.
;liilglztnglotgl‘t;: ﬁgﬁﬁf ,f. feasting to sit 55:2:]4;432:19; " | inheritance with the carcasses of their de-
y . ech. 4:

9For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God

[Luke 1

testable and abominable idols.”

1 Cor. 4:5];
of Israel: “Behold, “I will cause to cease ) BH;E- 3(:]13]. Jor 19 O LORD, “my strength and my fortress,
from this place, before your eyes and in | 17:18;Rev. bMy refuge in the day of affliction,
your days, the voice of 'mirth and the voice | j55™ The Gentiles shall come to You
of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 100 82 From the ends of the earth and say,
and the voice of the bride. 1747 “Surely our fathers have inherited lies,

16:1-13 Special instructions are given to Jeremiah concerning
his lifestyle and message.

16:2 As a sign of the impending doom coming upon Judah,
Jeremiah was forbidden to take a wife or have children.
16:5—7 Instructions concerning contact with the dead. See Ezek.
24:16,17,22, 23.

16:6 According to the Law (Lev. 19:28; 21:5; Deut. 14:1), the
Israelites were forbidden to cut themselves or make themselves
bald, customs prevalent in surrounding pagan cultures.

16:7 Food was normally given to mourners. See Ezek. 24:17,
22; Hos. 9:4.

16:8, 9 Jeremiah was to avoid festive celebrations as well as
funerals.

16:9 See note on 7:34.

16:14, 15 Repeated with slight variation in 23:7, 8. Hope and
reassurance appear in the midst of punishment and destruction,
for Israel’s homecoming is promised as a new exodus from the
lands where God has dispersed them.

16:16 The fishermen and hunters are the conquerors.

16:19, 20 A ray of hope for Gentiles who will turn to God when
they realize the worthlessness of their idols. God will teach them,
and they will know His name.



JEREMIAH 16:20 1020
195 4810 6 For he shall be %like a shrub in the
WORD . WEALTH 15,3719, Jor. desert,
g;]‘jé?g g |Hff%' And bshall not see when good comes,
16:19 strength, ‘oz; Strong’s #5797: Strength, | 214Ex 153; But shall inhabit the parched places in
power, security. This noun comes from the  F58318.s. the wilderness,
verl? ’a'zaz, “tO. be firm and strong.” Here J?T‘ Amos 5:8 ¢In a salt land which is not inhabited.
emiah’s description of his God has a poetic CHAPTER 17
quality in Hebrew: ‘Uzi u-Ma‘uzi (my strength | 1ager. 2:20000p | 7 “Blessed? is the man who trusts in the
and my fortress). ‘Oz occurs approximately 19:24 Prov. LORD,
100 times in the OT, often in well-loved verses fgf’a Z% 'ng,n And whose hope is the LORD.
(see Ps. 8:2; 46:1; 63:2; Is.12:2). David danced 3:3 als :
joyfully before the Lord with all his strength | 2}5299,57 8 For he shall be “like a tree planted by
p .  ASTenm, he waters,
(2 Sam. 6:14). Psalm 105:4 sagely counsels us Canaanite t 4 .
to “seek the LORD and His strength.” otes Which spreads out its roots by the
bjs, 5:25; Jer. river,
Worthlessness and ‘unprofitable things.” | 114 .\ And will not 'fear when heat comes;
20 'Wwill a man make gods for himself, 30,2, 11 But its leaf will be green,
Which are not gods? am And will not be anxious in the year of
“ . . 'See_WW at Jer. drought,
21 “Therefore behold, I will this once 31:22. N L. .
cause them to know, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.
Iwill cause them to_know 9 “The %heart* is deceitful above all things,
My hand and My might; And 'desperately wicked;
And they shall know that 2My name is Who can know it?
the LORD. 10 T, the LORD, %search the heart,
. ] i
Judah’s Sin and Punishment bg;:srt :(cgegigggx(:éry man according to
“The sin of Judah is written with a his wavs
bpen of iron; GSJJSB 33?7 Accordi yt, the fruit of his doi
. . - . : ccording to the fruit of his doings.
With the point of a diamond it is 353“31-9,269:23? & &
cengraved 74ps, 2:12; 1 “As a partridge that 'broods but does
On the tablet of their heart, S not hatch,
And on the horns of your altars, 13 gﬁg]['jer So is he who gets riches, but not by
2 While their children remember 3918 right;
Their altars and their “wooden’ images | ®p5'% It %will leave him in the midst of his
By the green trees on the high hills. 13_1:35—9?9] ar, days,
3 O My mountain in the field, 9 diFoct 931 And at his end he will be a fool.”
I will give as plunder your wealth, all Matt. 15:19; . .
yoi r treagures y ! ,[gf,;‘;cflfaby”] 12 A glorious high throne from the
And your high places of sinwithinall | -secy beginning
ygur b or%i erI; See ywatPs. Is the place of our sanctuary.
. 1091 Sam. 16:7; | 13 a
4 Andyou, even yourself, 1 Chr 269, s bgﬁ“o‘}?" ; the i"g’(e of Lsrfll?:}'
Shall let go of your heritage which I Z? ;%?/213 7:3; :sh(;rgzs(;l € You shatlbe
. Jer. 11:20; .
gave.you, 2%r:1 2; Rom.
And I'will cause you to serve your §2riReu22s | “Those who depart from Me
enemies 3219 Rom. Shall be cwritten in the earth,
In“the land which youdonotknow; | 26Met | Because they have forsaken the LORD,
For Pyou have kindled a fire in My Jfiabeys The %fountain of living waters.”
anger which shall burn forever.” bLuke 1220 . .
. the LORD: 1;Saijs on eggs Jeremiah Prays for Deliverance
us says the LORD: b[pse.r'va;én 14 Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be
a“Cursed is the *man who trusts inman | 528 Tuke healed;
And makes flesh his 'strength, 213 Save me, and I shall be saved,
14 aDeut. 10:21; .
Whose heart departs from the LORD. Ps. 109:1 For You are my praise.

17:1—4 The sin of Judah is indelibly written with a pen of iron
(an instrument used to inscribe permanent records on stone)
or a diamond-tipped stylus. Their sins are so grievous they are
written permanently on the tablet of their heart, and on the
horns of your altars as a constant reminder to God, and they
are not atoned for.

17:3 My mountain: Mount Zion where the temple is located.

17:9, 10 The heart is the inner self, which thinks, feels, and acts.
Itis central to man (see Prov. 4:23), but it is deceitful and wicked.

17:11 A proverb expressing the folly of gaining wealth by dishon-
est means. Jeremiah continues to expose deception.

17:13 Written in the earth: Perhaps referring to their temporal
earthly existence or to their “dust to dust” death.

17:14-18 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

17:14-18 Jeremiah’s fourth personal lament (see note on
11:18-23). Dejected because of his opponent’s taunts, Jeremi-
ah prays for healing.
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154, 5:19; Jerusalem; 20and say to them, “Hear the
Ezek. 12:22;

WORD - WEALTH

2 Pet. 3:4
16 aJer. 1:4-12
17 aJer. 16:19;

word of the LORD, you kings of Judah, and
all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusa-

17:14 save, yasha’; Strong's #3467: To rescue, Nah. 1:7 lem, who enter by these gates. 21IThus says

save, defend; to free, preserve, avenge, deliv- | "8 P> %4 | tha 1 orD: @“Take heed to yourselves, and

er, help. The verb, found more than 200 times | 1510, 1818 | hear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor
Ps. 25:2

throughout the OT, is a one-word description

cJer. 11:20 ILit.

bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; 22nor

of God'’s response to the needs of humanity. crush

God chose a form of this verb to be His Son’s carry a burden out of your houses on the
name: Yeshua, meaning “He Shall Save” (see Sabbath day, nor do any work, but hallow
Matt. 1:21). The original thought of yasha‘was the Sabbath day, as I “commanded your
“to release,” “to open wide.” Our Deliverer is fathers. 239But they did not obey nor incline
H‘eg{‘e‘;‘;’:g:#:::i"‘"e‘ée tshiﬁ?jtg; g{i;aztl‘l‘" their ear, but 'made their neck stiff, that they
dz’fen o reserv:s usu g RELY might not hear nor receive *instruction.

P ’ 24“And it shall be, %if you heed Me care-
fully,” says the LORD, “to bring no burden
through the gates of this city on the bSab-

RRAYING . EIEMORD bath day, but hallow the Sabbath day, to
1 2. do no work in it, 25%then shall enter the

20 9Ps. 49:1, 2; ’
’,‘OV d’ as You heal me, | s fes 4 | gates of this city kings and princes *sitting
will be healed. And as You Nen. 13:13; | on the throne of David, riding in chariots
save me, | will be saved. 177254 | and on horses, they and their princes, ac-

22 AEx. 20:8; i

isel s o companied by the men of Judah and the
FO}’AZOMd?rr 2 my, f r'mse 2012 .Ze inhabitants of Jerusalem; and this city shall
EEETCI. ST AL B T2 | remain forever. 26And they shall come from

stubborn
*See WW at Prov.
4:13

15 Indeed they say to me,
a“Where is the word of the LORD?

the cities of Judah and from “the places
around Jerusalem, from the land of Ben-

24 9Jer. 11:4; o
Let it come now!” 263 bEx. jamin and from bthe lowland, from the
i ; 16:25-80; mountains and from ¢the 2South, bringin,
16 As for me, ?I have not hurried away 208-10; Num. ‘ - , DriNging
from being a shepherd who follows | pey. 5:12-14; bumnt offerings and s'acr‘lflceds, grain offer-
You Neh. 13:15; is. | ings and incense, bringing 9sacrifices of
’ . 58:13] :
Nor have I desired the woeful day; asajer 224 | Draise to the house of the LORD.
*See WW at Lam.

You know what came out of my lips;
It was right there before You.

5:19.
26 aJer. 33:13

27“But if you will not heed Me to hallow
the Sabbath day, such as not carrying a

7 Do not be a terror to me; ceen-’s | burden when entering the gates of Jerusa-
aYou are my hope in the day of doom. :?(SS:11797J:§r2; lem on the Sabbath day, then I will kindle
18 aL et them be ashamed who persecute me, 3311Heb. | a fire in its gates, band it shall devour the
But bdo not let me be put to shame; o neger | Dalaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be
Let them be dismayed, 2 er 2114 | ‘quenched.”””
But do not let me be dismayed. Amos 14, 7,
Bring on them the day of doom, 12%:;;22 o The Potter and the F’“y .
And cdestroy’ them with double 3619, Jor. 1 The word which came to Jeremiah
destruction! Amos 2:5 CJer. from the LORD, saying: 2“Arise and
720.Fzek | go down to the potter’s *house, and there
Hallow the Sabbath Day chaprer 16 | 1 Will cause you to hear My words.” 3Then I
19Thus the LOrD said tome: “Goandstand | 2'seewwat = went down to the potter’s house, and there
2 Sam. 7:11.

in the gate of the children of the people, by
which the kings of Judah come in and by
which they go out, and in all the gates of

17:15 The accusation is that he is a false prophet because his
words have not come to pass (see Deut. 18:21, 22).

17:16 Shepherd: A symbol of leadership, which Jeremiah exer-

cised as a prophet (see Ezek. 34:2, 12).

17:19-27 A discourse concerning the Sabbath, which stresses
one of the commandments easily monitored. Failure to observe
the Sabbath is indicative of the sinful response of the people
toward all of God’s laws. This commandment was basic to the
whole structure of worship because it was instituted as part of

creation (Gen. 2:2, 3; Ex. 20:11) and was a sign of God’s relation-

ship with Israel (Ex. 31:13-17; Ezek. 20:12).

18:1—20:18 This section, based on Jeremiah’s experience at
the potter’s house, contains examples of all the literary styles

3 'Potter’s wheel

4 'was making
2ruined

6 als. 45:9; Rom.

he was, making something at the 'wheel.
4And the vessel that he 'made of clay was
2marred in the hand of the potter; so he

found in the book: biography, prose discourses, poetic oracles,
and laments.

18:1-23 Jeremiah visits the potter’s house at God’s command.
There he learns that the potter sometimes rejected some of the
pots, perhaps because of poor quality. So God is sovereign over His
people Judah. What the potter makes depends on the quality of
the clay; what God makes of His people depends on their response.
The clay can frustrate the potter’s intention and make him alter the
vessel. As the quality of the clay limits what the potter can do with
it, so the quality of a people limits what God will do with them.

18:4 Marred: Represents the same Hebrew word used of the
linen sash in 13:7, where it is translated “ruined.” The clay was
not suitable for the potter’s design. As it seemed good: He
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made it again into another vessel, as it | 920,214 From the bancient paths,

seemed good to the potter to make. o 0 To walk in pathways and not on a

5Then the word of the LORD came to |8 1“;3;@;; highway,

me, saying: 6“0 house of Israel, “can Inot | 1s21:33:11] | 16 To make theirland “desolate and a
do with you as this potter?” says the LorD. | %1% perpetual hissing;
“Look, bas the clay is in the potter’s hand, 12 1131 .Jj’e,! Everyone who passes by it will be
80 are you in My hand, O house of Israel! 310’ o astonished

7The instant I speak concerning a nation | "|25210"% | And shake his head.

and concerning akingdom, to %pluck up, to | Jer 41 Acts | 17 91 will scatter them Pas with an east
pull down, and to destroy it, 8%if that nation = oy wind before the enemy;
against whom I have spoken turns from | 127 5710.Jer I will 'show them the back and not the
its evil, bI will relent of the disaster that I | 2317'Lit.do - face

thought to bring upon it. 9And the instant I
speak concerning a nation and concerning

2stubbornness
or imagination
13 dls. 66:8; Jer.

In the day of their calamity.”

2:10, 11; 1 Cor. i
a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 10if it |~ 51 et 50, Jef:m’“”' persecuted
does evil in My sight so that it does not obey | 445810 Then they said, ““Come and let us de-

My voice, then I will relent concerning the
good with which I said I would benefit it.

N“Now therefore, speak to the men of
Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I am
fashioning a disaster and devising a plan
against you. “Return now every one from
his evil way, and make your ways and your
doings Pgood.”’”

God'’s Warning Rejected

12And they said, “That is hopeless! So
we will walk according to our own plans,
and we will every one 'obey the bdictates?

15 dJer. 2:13, 32

vise plans against Jeremiah; ¢for the law
shall not perish from the priest, nor coun-
sel from the wise, nor the word from the
prophet. Come and let us attack him with
the tongue, and let us not give heed to any
of his words.”

19 Give heed to me, O LORD,

And listen to the voice of those who
contend with me!

204Shall evil be repaid for good?
For they have bdug a pit for my life.
Remember that I ¢stood before You
To speak good 'for them,
To turn away Your wrath from them.

. ) N bJer. 6:16
of his evil heart. 16uec198 | 21 Therefore “deliver up their children to
13Therefore thus says the LORD: Lam. 8:15: Mic. the famine,
6:16 .
au ; e 13- And pour out their blood
Ask now among the Gentile, Va6 e By the force of the sword;
‘Who has heard such things? 2:271S0 with o 4
The virgin of Israel has donebavery X Sy Ta, Let their wives become widows
horrible thing Vg MT look And Pbereaved of their children.
W Will a man leave :che snow water of 18aler. 11:19 Let their men be put to death,
ev. 115 . .
7 e Their young men be slain
Lebanon Mal. 2:7; [John
4 7:48] i
Which comes from the rock of the field? 2 “P]s. 0%, fytthe s"ﬁ)rﬁ mn t()iafttle. theirh
Will the cold flowing waters be i \:hglg{};uebrier?r a trrz? sSflr de?llllses’
forsaken for strange waters? 15;2_763195'; ] th 'g P Y
15« ’ct;ncern/:ng upon themy, .
Because My people have forgotten 21 aps, For they have dug a pit to take me,
“Me, hayind And hidden snares for my feet.
They have burned incense to bler, %5:7, 8, | 23 Yet, LORD, You know all their counsel
worthless idols. ot aeps.|  Whichis against me, to slay me.
And they have caused themselves to i’f;‘; L%?ﬁ”i 2Provide no atonement for their
stumble in their ways, 120 iniquity,

could make something else from the clay, but not the originally
intended vessel.

18:7-10 The Lord limits His sovereign action on the basis of the
response of the people (see 4:28). For the verbs to pluck up, to
pull down, and so on, see note on 1:10.

18:13-17 See note on 2:9-13. A poetic commentary on v. 12.

18:14 Cold flowing waters come from the region of Mount
Hermon, a part of which is the source of the Jordan River.

18:16 Hissing was done to express shock, scorn, ridicule, or
derision. The word in Hebrew is onomatopoeic and sounds like
“shriek” in English (see 19:8; 25:9, 18; 29:18; 51:37). Shake his
head: This was a gesture showing scorn or derision (see 48:27;
Job 16:4; Ps. 44:14; 109:25; Matt. 27:39, “wagging”).

18:17 East wind: The dry, hot wind from the desert (see 4:11).
Show them the back and not the face: This was first done by
the people toward God (2:27). The face symbolizes favor and
the back, forsaking.

18:18-23 Jeremiah’s fifth lament (see note on 11:18-23). Un-
identified persons plot against Jeremiah because of his attacks
on the leaders (see 2:8; 5:5; 25:34-36). Jeremiah had interceded
for them to no avail (v. 20), so he asks that they receive the
punishment that his intercession perhaps had delayed. The
NT lifts God’s people to a higher level (Matt. 5:44) because the
Christian is empowered to live higher.

18:18 Responsibility for the law was assigned to the priest.
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Nor blot out their sin from Your sight; | 23bJer. 7:20 them to eat the %flesh of their sons and the
But let them be overthrown before You. | cyaprer 19 | flesh of their daughters, and everyone shall
Deal thus with them e e | eattheflesh ofhis friend in the siege and in
In the time of Your banger. 24osh. 158, | the desperation with which their enemies

. B i ess | and those who seek their lives shall drive

The Sign of the Broken Flask aJer. 17+ ;

9 Sper1720 | them to despair.”’
1 Thus says the LORD: “Go and geta | akin. 2112 | 102“Then you shall break the flask in the
-7 *p?tter s <fearthen ﬂ?sk, and take scfimhe ‘e i32% | sight of the men who go with you, land say
2:13,17,19; o . Qi
s o s oo e | ELh, | oem Tusepbelom bt en

Vallow ot the Son of o s bythe | e sk Te so I will break this people and this city, as

alleyor the son of Hinnom, wilCiSbYthe | gayum 22.41; | one breaks a potter’s vessel, which cannot

e e it S bl by gal

2Kin. 17:17; i i i

‘Hear the word of the LORD, O IZing's of Sudah Lo fgﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ?&%ﬁ Ir)el;igo sglyic&?&ﬁ

and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thl‘{s saysthe | Ezek 6 e | “and to its inhabitants, and make this city

LORD of hOStS, the God of Israel: Behold, I 7ieL';v7:g§'17' like Tophet' 13And the houses of Jerusalem

will bring such a catastrophe on this place, | “peu 2825, | and the houses of the kings of Judah shall

that whoever hears of it, his ears will tingle. ;gf-zj ﬁjr %FS’S be defiled %like the place of Tophet, because
““Because they “have forsaken Me and | 1643420 | of )] the houses on whose “roofs they have
glade télis analien place, be;ause :fihey Eave 49155013 | burned incense to all the host of heaven, and
urned incense in it to other gods whom cpoured out drink offerings to other gods.”””
neither they, their fathers, nor the kings uThen Jeremiah came from Tophet
of Judah have known, and have filled this | gaev.2629; | where the LORD had sent him to prophesy"
lace with “the blood of the i ts | Dot 285 i s
place wi € blood of the INNOCeNts | 55’5, | and he stood in “the court of the Lord’s

S4(they have also built the *high places | Lam410: | hoyse and said to all the people, 5“Thus

of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for

burnt offerings to Baal, *which I did not | 24

10 2Jer. 51:63,

says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:

Vil . 119Ps. 2:9; ‘Behold, I will bring on this city and on all
Comn?andGO;lSPefak, n011'1did 1thcome into | 1314 | her towns all the doom that I have pro-
Comng s o e (S L

ed 'y might not

shall no more be called Tophet or “the Val- | 132X 2519 | haar My words. ”
ley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of | Jer. 52:15;
Slaughter. 7And I will make void the coun- | b5 2515 | The Word of God to Pashhur
sel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place, J;e'pﬁ?fgc Jer. 2 Now “Pashhur the son of ZImmer,
%and I will cause them to fall by the sword | 7:18; Ezek. the priest who was also chief gov-

before their enemies and by the hands of | 1496

14 a2 Chr. 20:5;

ernor in the house of the LORD, heard that

those who seek their lives; their bcorpses I | /55755, | Jeremiah prophesied these things. 2Then (4)
will give as meat for the birds of the heaven 28, dor. 7:26; Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet, and
and for the beasts of the earth. 81 will make ’ put him in the stocks that were in the high
this city “desolate and a hissing; everyone | Stari5r 20 | 9gate of Benjamin, which was by the house
who passes by it will be astonished and hiss 2‘;3 ;";“g-f.;‘;“ of the LORD.

because of all its plagues. 9And I will cause |~ zech. 14:10 3And it happened on the next day that

19:1-15 Jeremiah is commanded to take an earthen flask, to
go with witnesses to the Valley near the Potsherd Gate (later
called the Refuse Gate, Neh. 2:13), and there to deliver a symbolic
message to the people. Unlike the clay vessel of ch. 18, this flask
is not pliable and cannot be reworked. If it is not suitable for
the task, it can only be destroyed.

19:1 Elders: Include civil and religious leaders.

19:2 For the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, see note on 7:31.

Jeremiah preaches this message from the site of their most
heinous sin.

19:3 Ears will tingle: An expression found also in 1 Sam. 3:11;
2 Kin. 21:12.

19:6 Tophet: See note on 7:31, 32.
19:8 Hissing: See note on 18:16.
19:9 Eat the flesh: A part of the covenant curse for disobedience

(Lev. 26:29; Deut. 28:53-57). During the siege by the Babylo-

nians in 586 B.C. this curse was fulfilled (see Lam. 2:20; 4:10;
Ezek. 5:10). The siege of Samaria by Syria resulted in the same
behavior (see 2 Kin. 6:28, 29) as did the siege of Jerusalem by
the Romans in A.D. 70.

19:10-13 The symbolic action of breaking the flask breaks the
people as well. Egyptians and Hittites have left evidence of this
procedure. For Jeremiah it was the setting in motion of God’s
word.

19:14—20:6 The wording changes to the third person, perhaps
because Jeremiah’s secretary, Baruch, records the retaliation that
Jeremiah experiences in ch. 20.

20:1-6 Reaction of Pashhur to Jeremiah’s symbolic act is imme-
diate, but his opposition to God’s word earns him a new name,
symbolic of the fate he will suffer.

20:1 Pashhur the son of Immer is to be distinguished from
other men of the same name (see 21:1; 38:1). Chief governor:
Charged with maintaining order in the temple, he dealt with
the troublemakers (see 29:26).

20:2 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

20:2 The first time the title prophet is used for Jeremiah, but
it is used again in 25:2 and then frequently after 28:5. This
is also the first of many recorded physical acts of violence
against Jeremiah.
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Pashhur brought Jeremiah out of the stocks. | 3Lt Fearon
Then Jeremiah said to him, “The LorD has | 527 5%, o WORD . WEALTH
not called your name Pashhur, but 'Magor- | 5 S in. 2007
Missabib. 4For thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, | Jer.3:24; 20:11 awesome, ‘arits; Strong’s #6184: Some-
I will make you a terror to yourself and to | 22"2"> | oneawe-inspiring, terrifying, ruthless. Here
all your friends; and they shall fall by the | 6%er. it is used of God along with the word for a
sword of their enemies, and your eyes shall | 14 | Mightyman, awarrior. The sense here seems

it. T will %give all ! dah i he hand |7 ajer. 1:6,7 to be, as several translators have expressed
see it. ,WI give all Judah Into the han bJob 12:4; it, of a “dread warrior.” Jeremiah is affirming,
of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry | pam. 514 in the face of attack, that his God stands with
them captive to Babylon and slay them with persuaded him to defend him and humiliate his enemies.
the sword. 5Moreover I %will deliver all the | %2/ . )
wealth of this city, all its produce, and all |, theday Perhaps he can be induced;
its precious things; all the treasures of the | “yosh. 1:9. Then we will prevail against him, -
kings of Judah I will give into the hand of | §.%%7 And we will take our revenge on him.”
their enemlbe s, who will plunder them, seize ngr Z:S{sigzg;:g; 1 But the LORD is ?with me as a mighty,
them, and Pcarry them to Babylon. 6éAnd | [ezek. 3:14); awesome One

Pashhur, and all who dwell in your | 4420 . .

you, ! PJob 32:18; Therefore my persecutors will

house, shall go into captivity. You shall go

Jer. 6:11; Acts
:5

stumble, and will not bprevail.

to Babylon, and there you shall die, and be e S e They will be greatly ashamed, for they
buried there, you and all your friends, to | %205 will not prosper.
a i ieg’” Luke 11 .
whom you have “prophesied lies. 5 Ils';;knff;:;};sgs' Their ceverlasting confusion will never
Jeremiah’s Unpopular Ministry be forgotten.
@ 7 0 LoRrD, You 'induced me, and I was 12 But, O LORD of hosts,
persuaded; You who %test the righteous,
You are *stronger than I, and have And see the 'mind and heart,
prevailed. bLet me see Your vengeance on them;
bT am Zin derision daily; For I have pleaded my cause before
Everyone mocks me. You.

8 Forwhen I spoke, I cried out;
a1 shouted, “Violence and plunder!”
Because the word of the LORD was
made to me
Areproach and a derision daily.

13 Sing to the LORD! Praise the LORD!
For ?He has delivered the life of the
poor
From the hand of evildoers.

11 4Jer. 1:18, 19

14 aCursed be the day in which I was born!

9 Then I said, “I will not make mention

of Him, e 1520, Let the day not be blessed in which my

Nor speak anymore in His name.” 23:40 mother bore me!
. . . 129Ps. 7:9;

But His word was in my heart like a 11:5,17:3; 15 Let the man be cursed

burning fire Bt Who brought news to my father,
Shut up in my bones; 2351 05_4J12:r saying,
I was weary of holding it back, 15:15 Most “Amale child has been born to you!”
And YT could not. remeparett | Making him very glad.

10 aFor I heard many 'mocking: 1?8;_5303573119, 10; | 16 And let that man be like the cities

“Fear on every side!”

“Report,” they say, “and we will report it!” | 51

14 aJob 3:3; Jer.

16 9Gen. 19:25

Which the LORD %overthrew, and did
not relent;

bAll my acquaintances watched formy |, SZJ:W:EZEEM Let him Phear the cry in the morning
stumbling, saying, 3:11. And the *shouting at noon,

20:3, 4 Magor-Missabib: “Fear on Every Side” is the new name
of Pashhur (v. 10; 6:25), and this is the fate of all Judah who will
either go captive to Babylon or fall by the sword.

20:5 Fulfilled with the capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar
in 597 B.C. (see 2 Kin. 24:13) and in 586 B.C. (see Jer. 52:17-23;
2 Kin. 25:13-17).

20:6 Probably fulfilled with the first captivity in 597 B.C.
20:7-18 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

20:7-18 In this sixth and final lament (see note on 11:18-23)
Jeremiah expresses deep anguish in the midst of persecution
and comes very close to blasphemy in the language he uses to
address God. The prophetic office has brought Jeremiah nothing
but abuse and derision (v. 10), and in spite of a desire to stop
speaking in His name, he cannot stop. The lament ends on a

positive note of trust and praise (v. 13). But from the height of
praise, Jeremiah sinks to the depths of despair (vw. 14-18). Caught
between the divine call he cannot evade, and the rejection and
persecution by the people and the betrayal by friends, he curses
the day he was born. His agony of spirit is unrestrained and his
choice of words is sublime.

20:7 Induced me: Seduced (see Ex. 22:16; Judg. 16:5) or deceived
(see 2 Sam. 3:25), a very strong word verging on blasphemy (see v.
10). Persuaded: Jeremiah feels God used undue force (see 1:7, 8).

20:10 Fear on every side: See note on v. 3.

20:13 From the time of Amos (2:6) poor and “righteous” were
synonymous.

20:14 Cursed be the day: See Job 3:3.
20:16 Cities which the Lorp overthrew: Sodom and Gomorrah.
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17 aBecause he did not kill me from the

17 4Job 3:10, 11

JEREMIAH 22:2

says the LORD: “Behold, I set before you

womb, 182ob320: | the way of life and the way of death. 9He
That my mother might havebeenmy |, S‘;'éaW;t ol | who %remains in this city shall die by the
grave, Job 5:7. sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he
And her womb always enlarged with me. | cyaprer21 = Who goes out and 'defects to the Chaldeans
18 aWhy did I come forth from the womb | 1:2Kn. 2417, | yho besiege you, he shall “live, and his life
to bsee "labor* and sorrow, a71:5218 | shall be as a prize to him. 10For I have %set
That rtrgr c:lays sl;lould be consumed %%’,%‘éfézkm, My face against this city for a%versity and
with shame: ey not for good,” says the LORD. ?“It shall be
29:25; 37:3 A N 4 n
Jerusalem’s Doom Is Sealed o o given into the hanq of .the l.ﬂng,Of Babylon,
. . Jor. 37:3,7; and he shall ¢burn it with fire.
21 The word which came to Jeremiah | Ezek. 147,
from the LORD when ?King Zedekiah | 32,39 | Message to the House of David
sent to him YPashhur the son of Melchiah, | =z andso 1“And concerning the house of the king
and “Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the | i of Judah, say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD,
priest, saying, 2*“Please inquire of the LORD 550" | 120 house of David! Thus says the LORD:
for us, for 'Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 47, 13:4; Jor. W . b .
makes war against us. Perhaps the LORDwill | 7. 7ecn 14| Execute' judgment Pin the morning;
deal with us according to all His *wonderful | 'O Babvle- And deliver him who is plundered
nians, and so
works, that the king may go away from us.” | elsewhere in Out of the hand of the oppressor,
3Then Jeremiah said to them, “Thus you | s aaes: Lest My fury go forth like fire )
shall say to Zedekiah, 4#Thus says the LORD | 32515 6310 And burn so that no one can quench it,
God of Israel: “Behold, T will turn back the Jas nJeé_sgé127 Because of the evil of your doings.
weapons of war that are in your hands, with | “1g_21Jer 13 “Behold. I am against vou
which you fight against the king of Babylon | 717 3%% 0 ’iI,lhabitan% of thzvail ey,
d the'Chaldeans who besiege you outside | 28:50;2Chr. - !
an . . 36:17: Jer. And rock of the plain,” says the LORD,
the walls; and I will assemble them in the | 1314 gzex. “Who sav. *Who shall come down
midst of this city. 514Myself will fight against | 7:9: fiab- %

you with an boutstretched hand and with
a strong arm, even in anger and fury and
great wrath. 6I will strike the inhabitants

8 aDeut. 30:15,
19;Is. 1:19, 20

9 aJer. 38:2 bler.
39:18 ILit. falls

against us?
Or who shall enter our dwellings?’
14 But I will punish you according to the

t afrui ldoines.”
of this city, both man and beast; they shall | 104.e 17:10; fruit of your 'doings,” says the
die of a great pestilence. 7And afterward,” 55 avor g ‘]fl()klljD;(il fire in its forest
says the LORD, 4“I will deliver Zedekiah | 94er.383 Wit andle a ire In Its Iorest,
; ; %2 Kin. 25:9; And Pit shall devour all things
king of Judah, his servants and the people, 2 cnr.36:19; dit”"”
and such as are left in this city from the = 35~ * around it.
pestilence and the sword and the famine, 12°Ps 720 »
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of | zech 7:9%s. 2 Thus says the LORD: “Go down to
Babylon, into the hand of their enemies, i oot thehouse of the king of Judah, and
P a¢
and into the hand of those who seek their | jistce there speak this word, 2and say, “Hear the
alJer. .
life; and he shall strike them with the edge | 25305 | Wordof the LORD, O king of Judah, you who
of the §word. bHe shall not spare them, or | 525125 sit on the throne of David, you and your
hvepiyormey” | mSLm e oo,
8“Now you shall say to this people, ‘Thus | 4dweler CHAPTER 22 2 aJer. 17:20

21:1—24:10 Jeremiah denounces Judah’s leadership (21:1—
23:8), false prophets (23:9—40), and sinful people (24:1-10).
For the rest of the book the material is arranged by subject
matter rather than chronologically as the first 20 chapters
are arranged.

21:1—23:8 Judah’s leaders, who have the greater responsibility
for the conduct of the nation, are the first to be denounced. The
context is similar to 37:1-10, but the delegation sent by the king
is different. The events described take place late in Zedekiah’s
reign, perhaps 589 or 588 B.C.

21:1 Pashhur the son of Melchiah: See 38:1. To be distinguished
from the Pashhur of 20:1-6, although the similarity in names
may account for the placing of ch. 21 after ch. 20. Zephaniah
the son of Maaseiah: See 29:25, 29; 37:3. Zephaniah was later
executed by Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah (52:24, 27). He is not to
be confused with Zephaniah the prophet.

21:2 Inquire of the LORD: See Gen. 25:22; 1 Kin. 22:5; 2 Kin. 1:2.
In each case information is sought. Nebuchadnezzar: Greatest
king (605-562 B.C.) of the Neo-Babylonian Empire. Wonderful

works: Zedekiah wanted a miraculous intervention of God as
in Hezekiah’s time (Is. 37:36).

21:4 Originally Chaldeans designated the people of southern
Babylonia, but during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 11 (see v. 2)
the term was synonymous with Babylonians.

21:5 Outstretched hand: See note on 6:12.

21:7 1 will deliver Zedekiah: A prophecy fulfilled in 52:8-11,
24-27. The pestilence and the sword and the famine: See
note on 14:12.

21:8-10 The two ways are alluded to in 6:16 (see Deut. 30:15).
Here the alternative is surrender and live, or stay in the city and
die. Most of the people will choose the wrong way. In any event,
Jerusalem will be destroyed.

21:11-14 The king is to execute judgment (see 5:28; 22:3); if
he fails this task he will be punished.

21:13 Valley stands for Jerusalem, which is surrounded by valleys
on three sides. The rock of the plain is Mount Zion.

22:2 0 king of Judah: Probably Zedekiah.
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servants and your people who enter these | 3as. 58:6; Jer. bWho uses his neighbor’s service
gates! 3Thus says the LORD: *“Execute’ judg- | 55150 7o, without wages
ment and righteousness, and deliver the | &16 Matt. And gives him nothing for his

23:23 bler. 7:6;
plundered out of the hand of the oppres- | zecn. 7:10 work,
sor. Do no wrong and do no violence to the }3553‘;”” 14 Who says, ‘I will build myself a wide
stranger, the fatherless, or the widow, nor g anwT;t: 72353 . house with spacious 'chambers,
shed innocent blood in this place. 4For if | Heb.6:13, 17 And cut out windows for it,
you indeed do this thing, 3then shall enter .oy . cen. Paneling it with cedar

the gates of this house, riding on horses P And painting it with vermilion.
and in chariots, accompanied by servants | num.32:1;

and people, kings who sit on the throne of | 594, % “Shall you reign because you enclose
; " . 7 dls. 37:24 Pler. ourself in cedar?
5 I : . Y .
pevs tpovvisorearneseworts 4 oo amerccand i
this house shall become a desolation”’” | 1Kn-¢8.% And do justice and righteousness?
’ 2Ctr. 7:20-22; Then %it was well with him.

6 16: .
For thus says the LORD to the house of 9J"ZrK1ig.1202:17; 16 He judged the cause of the poor and

the king of Judah: 5 Chr 34:25; *needy;
er. 11:3 ’
“You are °Gilead to Me, 102 Kin. 2220 Then it was well.
The head of Lebanon; 22:11; Lam. Was not this knowing Me?” says the
Yet I surely will make you a wilderness, | {1 on. 315 LORD.
Cities which are not inhabited. 2K 2534 | 77 “Yet? your eyes and your heart are for
7 Iwill prepare destroyers against you, Ezek. 19:4 10r nothing but your covetousness,
Everyone with his weapons; i For shedding innocent blood,
They shall cut down 2your choice cedars JEeré Q 7;21_ s And practicing oppression and
bAnd cast them into the fire. 1Lit. roof cham- violence.”
bers, upper
8And many nations will pass by this city; | chambers 18Therefore thus says the LORD con-
and everyone will say to his neighbor, cerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king
@Why has the LORD done so to this great of Judah:
gty? ‘;Thenkthegvﬂl answer, “‘B(;cz;lusi they a“They shall not lament for him,
ave forsaken the cqvenant of the LORD Saying, »Alas, my brother!’ or ‘Alas, my
their God, and worshiped other gods and sister!”
i blev. 19:13; M .
served them. 105%_24;31_ i They shall not lament for him,
10 Weep not for “the dead, nor bemoan Hab. 2, Saying, ‘Alas, master!’ or ‘Alas, his
him; e gory! ,
Weep bitterly for him Pwho goes away, chambers, up- 19 9He shall be buried with the burial of a
For he shall return no more, 1822 Kin. 23:25; donkey,
Nor see his native country. 3"5101 %ijf;':sz-a, Dragged and cast out beyond the gates
426 ' of Jerusalem.
Message to the Sons of Josiah 16 'Defended

*See WW at Ps. “
NFor thus says the LORD concerning 705 20%Go up to Lebanon, .and. cry out,
17 aler. 6:13; And lift up your voice in Bashan;

aShallum’ the son of Josiah, king of Judah, | &:10; Ezek. Crv from Abarim
who reigned instead of Josiah his father, = 13¢.luke y !
115-20] For all your lovers are destroyed.

bwho went from this place: “He shall not e 1040 o1 Ispoke to Vou in Your Drosperit
return here anymore, 12but he shall die in |-see wiv at BuIt) ou sa?d L m51'1 notpheag’ Y
the place where they have led him captive, | 4 %2%!\, v ’ :

and shall see this land no more. 24;2 Chr. 36:6; “This has been your manner from your
Jer. 36:30; youth,
13 “Woe? to him who builds his house by | ,72),'2,, That you did not obey My voice.
unrighteousness 2§5Mgr2§g Lt 22 The wind shall eat up all 2your
And his 'chambers by injustice, shepherds Trulers,

22:6 Gilead and Lebanon were famous for forests. God values biting irony, Jeremiah suggests he qualifies as king because of
the palace that is made from their exquisite woods, but He will luxurious surroundings rather than because of just administra-
nonetheless destroy it. tion. Jehoiakim, who was addressed in the thi(d person (wv. 13,
22:8, 9 Similar to 1 Kin. 9:8, 9. 14) and second person (w. 15, 17), is now fully identified (v. 18),

22:10 The dead is losiah: hi b i< tehoah and his ignominious death is described (. 18, 19).

: e dead is Josiah; him who goes away is Jehoahaz, a . . . K

son of Josiah whomJPharaoh Necho togok to Egy;);t inJ 609 B.C. He 22:16 The NT defines knowing God in similar terms in James 1:27.
never returned (see w. 11, 12). 22:19 Burial of a donkey: No burial at all. See 36:30 and 2 Kin.

22:13-19 Jeremiah bitterly denounces Jehoiakim, who has en- 24:6, Where no burial is mentioned. He treated others like work
larged and embellished his house (v. 14) by unjust means (v. 13), aniMals, so he will be treated similarly in his death.

contrasts this action with that of his father Josiah (vwv. 15, 16), 22:20 Lebanon . . . Bashan, and Abarim are all mountains;
and condemns Jehoiakim for conduct unbecoming a king. With  the lovers are allies of Judah.
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And your lovers shall go into zwere24 | The Branch of Righteousness
captivity; eavnat 2 “Woe %o the shepherds who destroy
Surely then you willbe ashamedand 2.9 and scatter the sheep of My pas-
humiliated g1cmste | ture!” says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says
For all your wickedness. s715song | the LORD God of Israel against the shep-
23 (O inhabitant of Lebanon, bas5s | herdswho feed My people: “You have scat-
Making your nest in the cedars, Ordeconiah | tered My flock, driven them away, and not
How *gracious will yoube when pangs | Znetmng | attended to them. ?Behold, I will attend to
come upon you, 2% | you for the evil of your doings,” says the
Like “the pain of a woman in OrBabyio- | LORD. 3“But %I will gather the remnant of
Nabor? 2§Ig£1f<oin1. 2415 My flock out of all countries where I have
. oz driven them, and bring them back to their
Mesiage Fo (’_‘,omah y , 23:5’3;315;15‘:0& folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.
_2AsTlive,” says the LORD, ““though 'Co- | g5is . | uxwill set up 2shepherds over them who will
i“ah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, | atv2¢ | feed them;and they shall fearno more, nor
were the “signet on My right hand, yetI | “is.12:341; | pe dismayed, nor shall they be lacking,” says
would pluck you off; 25%and I will give you | 0% 12 . the Lorp.
into the hand of those who seek your life, | 17; Matt. 1:12

bPs. 94:20; Jer.

and into the hand of those whose face you | se0 5 “Behold, “the days are coming,” says
fear—the hand of Nebuchadnezzar King | cuprerzs =, the LOrD, .
of Babylon and the hand of the 'Chaldeans. | 17 s69-12 That I will raise to David a Branch of
26480 I will cast you out, and your mother | 2ex 3234 Flghteousn.ess;
who bore you, into another country where | % 1% 1% AKing shall reign and 'prosper,
you were not born; and there you shall die. | 4 E‘Edzeerfg 52 . bAnd.execute 2]udgment and
27But to the land to which they desire to | sas, 42; 11:1; righteousness in the 3earth.
return, there they shall not return. 3% D | 6 “In His days Judah will be saved,
. . . 9:24; Zech. And Israel bwill dwell safely;
28 “Is this man 'Coniah a despised, broken 6:12]; Matt Now Cthis is His name by which He will
idol— 3:31; [John be called:
A vessel in which is no pleasure? e o, ,
Why are they cast out, he and his ?[:)gngg_; '4} ’8a;ct THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
descendants, ) wielyJustice | 7“Therefore, behold, %the days are com-
And cast into aland which they donot | ¢25% 5305 | ing,” says the LORD, “that they shall no
know? s 300 | longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought
2990 earth, earth, earth, wer3237 | up the children of Israel from the land of
Hear the word of the LORD! Jo a6 | Egypt, sbut, As the LORD lives who brought
30 Thus says the LORD: Pan.92% | upandled the descendants of the house of
‘Write this man down as “childless, 1Cor 1:30] Israel from the north country “and from all
A man who shall not prosper in his maers | the countrieswhere I had driven them” And
days; T 101219 | they shall dwell in their own bland.”
For bnone of his descendants shall 8 dls. 435, 6;
prosper, 5216553?‘;1];1 5 | False Prophets and Empty Oracles
en. il

Sitting on the throne of David,
And ruling anymore in Judah.”

22:24-30 A prophecy concerning Jehoiachin (or Coniah), which
was fulfilled in 24:1; 29:2. Jehoiachin was exiled to Babylon by
Nebuchadnezzar in 597 B.C., but was later freed by Evil-Merodach
(2 Kin. 25:27-30).

22:24 Signet on My right hand: A symbol of authority; the
curse was apparently reversed in Hag. 2:23.

22:26 Mother who bore you: Nehushta (see 13:18; 2 Kin. 24:8).
Fulfilled in 2 Kin. 24:15.

22:29 Earth, earth, earth: Literary device for emphasis. See
note on 7:4.

22:30 Childless: Jehoiachin had at least seven children (1 Chr.
3:17, 18), but none sat on the throne of David. His grandson

Zerubbabel was governor of Judah. Jehoiachin was the last legit-

imate king of Judah until the birth of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ line is
traced through Jehoiachin (or Jeconiah, Matt. 1:11-16) to show
His legal right to the throne of David.

23:1-8 A messianic oracle. After denouncing the shepherds who
destroy (v. 12), God promises to gather the remnant. . . bring

Jer. 16:14, 15;
31:8

9 My heart within me is broken
Because of the prophets;

them back (w. 3,4, 7, 8), and raise up a Branch of righteousness
who will be a true Davidic King (vv. 5, 6). See notes on Ezek.
34:11-16, 23.

23:5 The days are coming: See 16:14; 31:27. The phrase is used
of the messianic era. Branch is a messianic title. See notes on
Zech. 3:8 and Obad. 15.

23:6 THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: A play on the name of
Zedekiah. Although Zedekiah did not live up to the meaning of
his name, “The Lord Is My Righteousness,” the Messiah, Jesus,
was righteousness in all He did (see v. 5).

23:7, 8 Repeated with slight variation in 16:14, 15.

23:9-40 The denunciation of false prophets (2:8; 5:31; 6:13-15)
is the theme of these verses. Jeremiah seemed to be most at
odds with those members of society who bore the title “prophet,”
and in this section he gives us reasons for his opposition and
hostility to them.

23:9 Heart within me is broken: Jeremiah is disturbed in his
mind; he is shocked at what he sees.

3
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4All my bones shake. 9aJer. 8:18; They make you worthless;
Iam like a drunken man, o 81 They speak a vision of their own heart,
And like a man whom wine has phos &2, Not from the mouth of the LORD.
overcome, 107:34; Jer. | 17 They continually say to those who
Because of the LORD, e 613 despise Me,
And because of His holy words. ;g%h-ggfgz_m ‘The LORD has said, *“You shall have
10 For “the land is full of adulterers; Ezek. 8:11; *peace”’;
For bbecause of a curse the land 2o 3516 And to everyone who bwalks according
mourns. [Prov. 4:19]; to the 'dictates of his own heart,
¢ . Jer. 13:16 bJer.
The pleasant places of the wilderness | 1125 they say,
are dried up. Heas. e | ©No evil shall come upon you.”
Their course of life is evil, 2:8Y1s.9:16

And their might is not right.

ILit. distaste-
fulness

18 For “who has stood in the counsel of

. ] 14 9Jer, 20:23 the LORD,
1 “For “both prophet and priest are e 2322, And has perceived and heard His
profane; 23<Gen. word?
Yes, ”lri(l"g’ houseI hi‘}’l e ffund their i Who has marked His word and heard
wickedness,” says the LORD. 1910 it?
12 “Therefore? their way shall be to them 1%::5:& 5:1%: %o Behold, a *whirlwind of the LORD has
Like slippery ways; gone forth in fury—
In the darkness they shall be driven Aviolent whirlwind!
g;l Lin th It will fall violently on the head of the
And fall in them; wicked.
%)12 Iy?;ill)?glrzgird;fﬁ:}f r(r)lgrt?srsr;{ys 20 The %anger of the LORD will not turn
’ back
the LORD. . Until He has executed and performed
13 “And I have seen 'folly in the prophets the thoughts of His heart.
oh of Samﬁnq; dbv Baal bIn the latter days you will understand
ey prophesied by Baa it perfectly.
And bcaused My people Israel to err. W P v
1 Also I have seen a horrible thing in 21 “I% have not sent these prophets, yet
the prophets of Jerusalem: they *ran.
%They commit adultery and walk in lies; I have not spoken to them, yet they
They also bstrengthen the hands of prophesied.

evildoers, 16ager. 14:14; | 22 Butif they had stood in My counsel,
Sothatnooneturnsback fromhis 1740 617 And had caused My people to hear My
wickedness. Faek. 1330 words,
All of them are like ‘<Sodom to Me, bDeut. 29:19; Then they would have %turned them
And her inhabitants like Gomorrah. i Amos” from their evil way
9:10; Mic. 3:11

15“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts

Istubbornness
or imagination

And from the evil of their doings.
23 “Am1a God near at hand,” says the

concerning the prophets: *See WW at Nah.
‘Behold, I will feed them with 1840 153 iy
“wo’r vood & éi?"z?fé?z “And not a God afar off?
Lo ajer 25:32: | 24 Can anyone %hide himself in secret
And make them drink the water of 1 s s pla Cye s 1eett !
. 1:14 4
F gfall, th hets of Jerusal 2012 Kin. 26,26, So I shall not see him?” says the LORD;
Lor 'ToI t1€ PrOPAeTs ot jerusa em bGon. 401 b“Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says
Profaneness has gone outinto allthe | o ajy 1414
land.’ ” 23:30; 27:15' the LORD.
*See WW at
Song 1:4. 25“T have heard what the prophets have
16 : ader. 25: . s .
Thus says the LORD of hosts: St f%07; | saidwho prophesylies in My name, saying,
“Do not listen to the words of the QTOK?:@;”. ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed! 26How
prophets who prophesy to you. ps.1397 | longwill thisbe in the heart of the prophets

23:13, 14 Compared to the prophets of Samaria, who were
considered apostate, the prophets of Judah are worse, for they
flagrantly sin and, by their actions, fail to turn people from
wickedness. The people are as bad as those God destroyed in
Sodom and Gomorrah (see 20:16; Gen. 19:24).

23:16-22 The message of the prophets is as perverse as their
actions. They preach peace, when anyone who has stood in the
counsel of the LORD, as Jeremiah has, knows that condemnation
of the wicked is God’s word for the day.

23:19, 20 Repeated with minor variations in 30:23, 24.

23:23-32 God is both transcendent and immanent and is aware
of the prophets’ deception of the people by false revelations
through dreams. Usually God spoke to His prophets directly
(1:4-10; Is. 8:1) or in a vision (Jer. 1:11, 13; Is. 6:1), but dreams
also were valid (Jer. 31:26). Jeremiah rebukes the prophets for
putting forth their own words as God’s word, or repeating the
words of others as a divine revelation from God.



1029 JEREMIAH 24:7
27 %udg. 37 every one to his brother, ‘What has the LorRD
WORD - WEALTH B answered?’ and, ‘What has the LORD spo-
: - e 185y, | Ken?36Andthe loracle of the LORP youshall
23:24 fill, male’; Strong’s #4390: To fill, fill up, Ps. 34:16; mention no more. For every man’s word will
be full; to fulfill. Male’is the source of Hebrew ‘éezre;411348 13; be his oracle, for you have %perverted the
words relating to fullness and fulfillment: | s1eezek 139 | words of the living God, the LORD of hosts,
filling Somethlﬂg u;; t%tqﬁ brim (ﬁl Kin;{“:(’)t; o | ourGod. 37Thus you shall say to the prophet,
causing sometning to be thorou, saturat- 14 3: P ’
ed (as v%as Naphtaﬁ, “full” of the%leﬁsings of ggetf?gzl «jer | ' What has the LORD answere,d you? .and,
the Lord; Deut. 33:23); fulfilling one’s word, | ;2721 | ‘What has the LORD spoken?’ 38But since
that s, to declare that one will do something, | Nan.1:1;Hab. | yousay, ‘Theloracle of the Lorp! therefore
and then to do it (1 Kin. 2:27). God promises | 1:1:2¢¢h.9%: | thus says the LORD: ‘Because you say this
to fill all the earth with awareness of His glory den, prophecy | 'word, “The oracle of the LORD!” and I have
(Num. 14:21; Hab. 2:14). Male’is theword used | "X 19,9 | sent to you, saying, “Do not say, ‘The oracle
in the OT to describe being filled with the | uren. of the LORD! ” 39therefore behold, I, even
Spirit of God (Ex. 31:3; Mic. 3:8). 34 Iburden, P
¢ prophecy I, 2will utterly forget you and forsake you,
who prophesy lies? Indeed they are proph- and thg city that I gave you and your fathers,
ets ochhepdece}i,t of their own healit, 27vIr)ho E[)ry and will cast you out of My presence. “0And
to make My people forget My name by their ;xllg)rf(linf giﬁpe;?;figglagr;‘zpf:&i%‘;ggﬁ
dreams which everyone tells his neighbor, 4 . ’
23s their fathers forgot My name for Baal. not be forgotten.
28 “The prophet who has a *dream, let The Sign of Two Baskets of Figs
him tell a dream; 2 The 2LORD showed me, and there
And he who has My word, let him were two baskets of figs set before
speak My word faithfully. the temple of the LORD, after Nebuchadnez-
What is the chaff to the wheat?” says zar Yking of Babylon had carried away cap-
the LORD. tive ¢Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of
29 “Is not My word like a ?fire?” says the Judah, and the princes of Judah with the
LORD, craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem, and
“And like a hammer that breaks the had brought them to Babylon. 20ne basket
rock in pieces? 36 “Deut. 42 hadvery good figs, like the figs that are first
y . i ripe; and the other basket had very bad figs
30“Therefore behold, I am against the | 35 urden, which could not be eaten, they were so %bad.
prophets,” says the LORD, “who steal My | 2" | 3Then the LoRD said to me, “What do you
words every one from his neighbor. 31Be- 4oE Ziir 523; 1 i | see Jeremiah?”
hold, I am %against the prophets,” says the | sy 357 And 1 said, “Figs, the good figs, very good;
Lorp, “who use their tongues and say, ‘He | .,,,orer0e | and the bad, very bad, which cannot be
says. 32Behold, I am against those who | 1 Z.Ag?ﬁ 27}1 eaten, they are so bad.”
prophesy false dreams,” says the LORD, “and ghc:L 21 2;1';' 4Again the word of the LORD came to me,
I N

tell them, and cause My people to err by
their 9lies and by Ptheir recklessness. Yet
I did not send them or command them; | “,547

29:2

24s. 5:4, 7; Jer.

cJer. 22:24-28;

saying, 5“Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: ‘Like these good figs, so will I ’ac-
knowledge those who are carried away cap-

therefore they shall not ¢profit this people nggfqdz: 15 | tive from Judah, whom I have sent out of
at all,” says the LORD. 209:10;Ezek. | this place for their own good, into the land
33“S0 when th le or th het | 554055 6 i
when these people or the prog e fﬁ?& 33.7: of the Chaldeans. 6For I will set My eyes on
p - ; PRl
orace of the LonD? you el then 525 10 |25 | o this st bui themm ol ot pul
. er. - .; . "

them, 2“What oracle? I will even forsake | 55565~ | them down, and I will plant them and not
you,” says the LO‘RD. 34“And as for the 2532521 ;16;;' pluck them up. 7Then I will give them “%a
prophet and the priest and the peoplewho | 3238 Ezek. | heart to know Me, that I am the LORD; and
say, ‘The 'oracle of the Lorp!’ I will even 23481 Eﬁég.ch' they shall be PMy people, and I will be their
punish that man and his hgusg. 35Thus ev- 3;0;,;1 1535':12-; God, for they shall return to Me ‘with their
ery one of you shall say to his neighbor,and | Jer. 29:13 whole heart.

23:33 Oracle: Or “burden.” There may be a wordplay. The oracle
(lifting up of the voice) was a burden (lifting something physically)
placed upon the prophet until the message was delivered, and
the effect of the message was a “burden” for the people. On
the other hand, the “burden” of the Lord is that the people
are a “burden.”

23:39 Forget: A pun on the word “oracle” (w. 33, 34, 36, 38);
the Hebrew words have similar sounds.

24:1-10 Using a vision of two baskets of figs, God divides the
people into two parts. The good figs are those whom Nebu-
chadnezzar exiled in 597 B.C., including Jehoiachin, the princes,
craftsmen, and metalsmiths (vv. 1, 5). The bad figs are those who
remained in the land (v. 8). The exiles will be restored to the land
(w. 6, 7; 29:10-14; Ezek. 11:14-20) and will prosper, but Zedekiah
and those now in the land will be destroyed (vv. 8-10; 29:15-19).

24:6 See note on Ezek. 11:17-20.
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8And as the bad figs which cannot be | 8aser. 20:17 8“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts:
eaten, theyare sobad'—surelythussaysthe | . 5% | ‘Because you have not heard My words, 9be-
LorD—'so will I give up Zedekiah the king | ° aoeut 2625 | hold, I will send and take “all the families
of Judah, his princes, the bresidue of Jeru- | 2c¢h.720; ' | of the north, says the LORD, ‘and Nebu-
salem who remain in this land, and °those | 5g15.4;1; | Cchadnezzar the king of Babylon, "My ser-
who dwell in theland of Egypt. 9T will deliver S:Fe’sw‘\‘,c;f 14| vant, and will bring them against this land,

them to %rouble into all the kingdoms of the
earth, for their harm, “to be a reproach and

Prov. 1:6.
10 'destroyed

against its inhabitants, and against these
nations all around, and will utterly destroy

a *byword, a taunt and a curse, in all places ﬁ:‘e‘i"sgﬁ“ 25 | them, and ‘make them an astonishment, a
whereIshall drive them.0AndIwillsendthe | b2kin.24:1,2; | hissing, and perpetual desolations. 10More-
sword, the famine, and the pestilenceamong | au'iys © = over I will 'take from them the 4voice of
them, till they are 'consumed from theland | 37 };%;Je“ mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice
that I gave to them and their fathers.” 8,10 of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride,

4aJer. 7:13, 25

bthe sound of the millstones and the light

. 542 Kin. 17:13;
Seventy Years of Desolation Is:556.7; | of the lamp. "And this whole land shall be a
. er. 18:11;
2 The word that came to Jeremiah B 1830 | desolation and an astonishment, and these
concerningall the people of Judah, 5o S5% | nations shall serve the king of Babylon sev-
ain the fourth year of 2Jehoiakim the son Jor 719, enty %years.

of Josiah, king of Judah (which was the first
year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon),

9 aJer. 1:15 bls.

12‘Then it will come to pass, “when 'sev-
enty years are completed, that I will punish

2which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all | 451 Jer 276 | the king of Babylon and that nation, the
. Jer. 18:16 & Y o
the people of Judah and to all the inhab- 1024711 | land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,
1ta.nts of Jerusalem, saying: 3%From the | £/ 70 15" says the LoRD; ‘and I will make it a per-
thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, | Hos 211 Rev. | petyal desolation. 1380 I will bring on that
king of Judah, even to this day, this is the | 241472 | Jand all My words which I have pronounced
twenty-third year in which the word of the | -8%°5° | against it, all that is written in this book,
them

LoRrD has come to me; and I have spoken
to you, rising early and speaking, Ybut you

11 42 Chr. 36:21;
Jer. 29:10; Dan.

which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning
all the nations. 144(For many nations Pand

have not listened. #And the LORD has sent | ;5 ¢5%50% | great kings shall ®be served by them also;
toyou all His servants the prophets, rising 2:zati; | dang I will repay them according to their
early and sending them, but you have not | pan.925s. | deeds and according to the works of their
listened nor inclined your ear to hear. 5They | 132%°5%%° | gum hands.y ”

said, “Repent now everyone of his evilway | cica 605 sc.

and his evil doings, and dwell in the land = aeang | Judgment on the Nations

that the LORD has given to you and your |~ 235 15For thus says the LORD God of Israel to
fathers forever and ever. 6Do not go after " e 52%19: me: “Take this wine cup of 'fury from My
other gods to serve them and worship them, | buer 51:27 hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I
and do not provoke Me to anger with the | ;%57 | sendyou, to drinkit.16And %they will drink
works of your hands; and I will not harm o2 and stagger and go mad because of the
you. 7Yet you have not listened to Me,” says | ps.7551s. | sword that I will send among them.”

the LORD, “that you might ®provoke Me to | 2177, 17Then I took the cup from the LORD’s
anger with the works of your hands to your 1652?’ 53137 A hand, and made all the nations drink, to
own hurt. Nah.3:11 | whom the LORD had sent me: 18Jerusalem

24:10 The sword, the famine, and the pestilence: See note
on 14:12.

25:1-38 The chapter divides into two sections: vv. 1-14 serve as a
conclusion to the judgment on Judah with a prediction of 70 years
(a lifetime) of desolation; and vv. 15-38 serve as an introduction
to the prophecies against the nations (especially chs. 46-51).

25:1-14 Jeremiah recalls 23 years of preaching to the people to
repent, but they have refused to listen. Therefore God will use
Nebuchadnezzar as His instrument of punishment, the people
will go into exile for 70 years, then the king of Babylon himself
will be punished.

25:1 The fourth year of Jehoiakim and the first year of Neb-

uchadnezzar, 605 B.C., is the year Nebuchadnezzar defeated
Necho of Egypt at Carchemish.

25:3 Thirteenth year: This was 626 B.C. The 23 years include
19 under Josiah and four under Jehoiakim. Rising early: See
note on 7:13.

25:5 This verse captures a true view of “eternal security” that
allows for free will and self-determination.

25:9 Families of the north: Babylon and her allies. My servant:
God’s instrument of judgment, just as Cyrus is called “shepherd”
in Is. 44:28. A hissing: See note on 18:16.

25:11 Seventy years: A round number signifying a lifetime
and generally coordinated with 538 B.C., the year the Jews were
allowed to return home from the Babylonian exile. See note
on Ezra 1:1.

25:12-14 God will repay Babylon for its choice of coming against
Judah, a choice that God used but did not cause.

25:15-38 Jeremiah is commanded to take the wine cup of
fury from God’s hand and to cause all the nations to drink
it as punishment for their transgressions (see Amos 1:3—3:2).
Judah, God’s own people, will be judged first, followed by the
rest of the nations beginning with Egypt and ending with
Sheshach (or Babylon). Basically the same nations appear
in chs. 46-51.

25:15 Cup: Symbolic of wrath and judgment. See v. 28; 49:12;
51:7; Is. 51:17; Ezek. 23:31-34; Rev. 14:10; 16:19.
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and the cities of Judabh, its kings and its

18 4Jer. 25:9, 11

JEREMIAH 26:2

For the LORD has %a controversy with

princes, to make them “a desolation, an | yue . the nations;

astonishment, a hissing, and ba curse, as it kgﬂj@é’ief- bHe will plead His case with all flesh.

is this day; 9Pharaoh king of Egypt, his ser- | 25:16, 17 s. He will give those who are wicked to
vants, his princes, and all his people; 20all | )25, 4.7 the sword,’ says the LORD.”

the mixed multitude, all the kings of 9the | 22%er. 47:4; .

land of Uz, all the kings of the lagnd of the ffi? 4%22? 32Thus says the LORD of hosts:
bPhilistines (namely, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, | Za ey o “Behold, disaster shall go forth

and ‘the remnant of Ashdod); 219Edom, Zggf;;; 220 From nation to nation,

Moab, and the people of Ammon,; 22all the : And %a great whirlwind shall be raised
kings of Tyre, all the kings of Sidon, and | %, qom1 2> up

the kings of the coastlands which are across glesf: ;‘gf‘; Jor. From the farthest parts of the earth.
the bsea; 239Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all who | 511,28’

are in the farthest corners; 24all the kings
of Arabia and all the kings of the 2mixed
multitude who dwell in the desert; 25all the
kings of Zimri, all the kings of ?Elam, and all

51:41

26 aJer. 50:9 A
code word for
Babylon, Jer.

27 aJer. 25:16;
Hab. 2:16 bls.

33dAnd at that day the slain of the LORD
shall be from one end of the earth even to
the other end of the earth. They shall not
be Plamented, or gathered, or buried; they

63:6

the kings of the PMedes; 26%all the kings of 2*1’1":@’1';15. shall b.ecome refuse on the ground.
the north, far and near, one with another; | 1012 Jer. 34 “Wail, shepherds, and cry!
and all the kingdoms of the world which | o6, jluke Roll about in the ashes,
are on the face of the earth. Also the king | 23311 " You leaders of the flock!
of 'Sheshach shall drink after them. 9:18 cEzek. For the days of your slaughter and

27“Therefore you shall say to them, ‘Thus | soas 4213, your dispersions are fulfilled;
says the %ORD of hosts, the God of Israel: f{’nﬂ,ﬁ]‘; s | e X%‘(liséllall Iflall gke ; Pl'?ﬁiiﬁ)us vess?el.

’ Drink, Pbe drunk, and vomit! Fall apd 19 134;15 .K1wg-2:14 € shepherds will have no ‘way

rise no more, because of the sword which | ds. 16:9; Jer to flee,
Iwill send among you.”’ 28And it shall be, if |-ty at o y i orthe lﬁgers of t?fhﬂo;k t% esgape.
theyrefuse to take the cup fromyourhand = 316 voice ol the cry of the shepheras,
to drink, then you shall say to them, ‘Thus And a wailing of the leaders to the
says the LORD of hosts: “You shall certainly flock will be heard.
drink! 29For behold, %I begin to bring calam- For the LORD has plundered their
ity on the city which is called by My name, pasture,
and should you be utterly unpunished? You 37 And the peaceful dwellings are cut
shall not be unpunished, for I will call for down i
asword on all the inhabitants of the earth,” Bec]zjuse of the fierce anger of the
says the LORD of hosts. ORD. ]

30“Therefore prophesy against them all 31M 7?05'24&1 g 38 He has }eft HIS‘ lair like the lion;
these words, and say to them: 66:16; Joel 3:2 For their land is desolate

32 aJer. 23:19;

Because of the fierceness of the

‘The LoRD will “roar* from on high, oo, 3 Oppressor,

And utter His voice from "His holy e e And because of His fierce anger.”
habitation; 39:4, 17 Ps.

He will roar mightily against ¢His fold. | 7.>82 | Jeremiah Saved from Death

He will give 4a shout, as those who 3‘;3;“&5& 2 6 In the beginning of the reign of
tread the grapes, 2730 Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king

Against all the inhabitants of the earth. | ¥'9®"9 | of Judah, this word came from the LORD,

31 Anoise will come to the ends of the ﬁg’éﬂfﬁ? 26 saying, 2“Thus says the LORD: ‘Stand in “the

earth— 21;Jer 19:14 | court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all

25:18 Hissing: See note on 18:16.
25:19 Egypt: See 46:2-28.

25:21 Edom: See 49:7-22. Moab: See 48:1-47. Ammon: See
49:1-6.

25:22 Tyre and Sidon: See 47:4.

25:23 Dedan and Tema: See 49:7, 8.

25:24 Arabia: See 49:28-33.

25:25 Elam: See 49:34-39. Medes: See 51:11, 28.

25:26 Sheshach is a cryptogram for Babylon. This is a literary

device known as “atbash,” where the last consonant of the He-

brew alphabet is substituted for the first, the next-to-last for the
second, and so on. See 51:41.

25:30, 31 The judgment is described in various conventional
figures: Roar and utter His voice (see Joel 3:16; Amos 1:2), tread
the grapes (see Job 24:11; Is. 16:10; 63:1-6), has a controversy
(a courtroom scene, see Hos. 4:1; 12:2; Mic. 6:2), and sword (see
Jer. 5:12; 12:12; Ex. 5:3; Deut. 32:25; Is. 1:20).

25:32 Great whirlwind: The judgment of God in the form of
the Babylonian army.

25:33 That day: See note on Obad. 15.

25:34-38 The rulers (shepherds and leaders) of the nations
are dismayed and in confusion because of God’s fierce anger.

26:1-24 This temple sermon and its results may be related to
the events of chs. 7-10.
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the cities of Judah, which come to *worship
in the LORD’s house, Pall the words that I
command you to speak to them. ‘Do not
diminish a word. 3¢Perhaps everyone will
listen and turn from his evil way, that I may
brelent concerning the calamity which I
purpose to bring on them because of the
evil of their doings. 4And you shall say to
them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “If you will not
listen to Me, to walk in My law which T have
set before you, 5to heed the words of My
servants the prophets “whom I sent to you,
both rising up early and sending them (but
you have not heeded), 6then I will make this
house like 2Shiloh,* and will make this city
ba curse to all the nations of the earth.”’”

7So the priests and the prophets and all
the people heard Jeremiah speaking these
words in the house of the LORD. 8Now it
happened, when Jeremiah had made an
end of speaking all that the LORD had
commanded him to speak to all the peo-
ple, that the priests and the prophets and
all the people seized him, saying, “You will
surely die! 9Why have you prophesied in
the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house
shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be
adesolate, without an inhabitant’?” And all
the people were gathered against Jeremiah
in the house of the LORD.

10When the princes of Judah heard these
things, they came up from the king’s house
to the house of the LOoRD and sat down in
the entry of the New Gate of the LORD’s
house. "And the priests and the prophets
spoke to the princes and all the people, say-
ing, “This man deserves to “die! For he has
prophesied against this city, as you have
heard with your ears.”

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes
and all the people, saying: “The LORD sent
me to prophesy against this house and
against this city with all the words that you
have heard. 13Now therefore, “amend your
ways and your doings, and obey the voice
of the LORD your God; then the LORD will
relent concerning the doom that He has
pronounced against you. 4As for me, here

1032

2bDeut. 4:2;
Jer. 43:1; Ezek.
3:10; Matt.
28:20; [Rev.
22:19] CActs

‘SeeIWW at Ps.

99:5.

34as. 1:16-19;
Jer. 36:3-7
bJer. 18:8;
Jon. 3:9

49 ev. 26:14,
15; Deut.
28:15; 1 Kin.
9:6; Is. 1:20;
Jer. 17:27; 22:5

5aJer. 25:4;
29:19

691 Sam. 4:10,
11; Ps. 78:60;
Jer. 7:12, 14
b2 Kin. 22:19;
Is. 65:15; Jer.
24:9

*See WW at Gen.

49:10.

9 aJer. 9:11

11 aJer. 38:4 ILit.
A judgment of
death to this
man

13 aJer. 7:3;
[Joel 2:13];
Jon. 3:8

14 aJer. 38:5
Iright

17 9Acts 5:34

18 aMic. 1:1
bMic. 3:12
tNeh. 4:2; Ps.
79:1; Jer. 9:11
ILit. house 2Lit.
high places

19 a2 Chr. 32:26;
Is. 37:1, 4,
15-20 b2 Kin.
20:1-19 Ex.
32:14; 2 Sam.
24:16; Jer.
18:8 d[Acts
5:39]

23 ILit. sons of
the people

24 92 Kin.
22:12-14; Jer.
39:14; 40:5-7

a1 am, in your hand; do with me as seems
good and 'proper to you. 15But know for cer-
tain that if you put me to death, you will
surely bring innocent blood on yourselves,
on this city, and on its inhabitants; for truly
the LORD has sent me to you to speak all
these words in your hearing.”

16S0 the princes and all the people said
to the priests and the prophets, “This man
does not deserve to die. For he has spoken
to us in the name of the LORD our God.”

179Then certain of the elders of the land
rose up and spoke to all the assembly of
the people, saying: 18¢“Micah of Moresheth
prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of
Judah, and spoke to all the people of Judah,
saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts:

b“Zion shall be plowed like a field,
Jerusalem shall become ¢heaps of
ruins,
And the mountain of the 'temple
Like the 2bare hills of the forest.”’

19Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah
ever put him to death? 2Did he not fear the
LorD and Pseek the LoRD’s favor? And the
LORD ‘relented concerning the doom which
He had pronounced against them. “But we
are doing great evil against ourselves.”

20Now there was also a man who proph-
esied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the
son of Shemaiah of Kirjath Jearim, who
prophesied against this city and against this
land according to all the words of Jeremiah.
21And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his
mighty men and all the princes, heard his
words, the king sought to put him to death;
but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid and
fled, and went to Egypt. 22Then Jehoiakim
the king sent men to Egypt: Elnathan the
son of Achbor, and other men who went with
him to Egypt. 23And they brought Urijah
from Egypt and brought him to Jehoiakim
the king, who killed him with the sword and
cast his dead body into the graves of the
lcommon people.

24Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the
son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that

26:1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim: Perhaps 26:19 Because Hezekiah repented and prayed, the Lord deliv-
ered the city of Jerusalem in 701 B.C.

26:20-23 The example of Urijah, a contemporary of Jeremiah,

609 B.C.
26:6 Shiloh: See note on 7:12.

26:7-24 The arrest of Jeremiah is the result of his controver-
sy with false prophets and corrupt priests, for they would be
severely affected by a destroyed temple. The princes of Judah,
who had responsibility for legal decisions, took their places in
the entry of the New Gate to hear the charges (v. 10). After
hearing Jeremiah’s defense (vwv. 12—15), the princes decided in

his favor (v. 16).

26:18 Micah of Moresheth: This passage is quoted verbatim
from Mic. 3:12, the only such time one prophet quotes another

and gives the source.

is used to show the personal danger Jeremiah faced. Urijah
was extradited from Egypt and executed by Jehoiakim, a vivid
contrast to the attitude toward Micah by the good king Hezekiah.
His execution, however, is not unique in the prophetic tradition
(see 2 Chr. 24:20-22; Matt. 23:29-31).

26:22 Elnathan: See 36:12, 25. One of Jehoiakim’s high officials.

26:24 Ahikam the son of Shaphan: An official of Josiah (2 Kin.

22:12) and the father of Gedaliah, the governor of Judah after
the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (see Jer. 40:5), who also

helped Jeremiah (39:14).
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they should not give him into the hand of CHAPTER 27 12T also spoke to ?Zedekiah king of Judah

the people to put him to death. henix | according to all these words, saying, “Bring

omits v. 1. 280 i

" your necks under the yoke of the king of

Symbol of the B‘?"df and YOk&? Vo some ieo. Babylon, and serve him and his people,

27 ;12)' gllgrl;letgﬁgggf gff }gse ;ilgarllq cgg“’&;ef e i | and live! 13Why will you die, you and your

O 1ah, (©.27:3,12, | people, by the sword, by the famine, and

Judah, thisword came to Jeremiah fromthe | 5512610 | by the pestilence, as the LORD has spoken

LORD, saying, 2“Thus says the LORD to me: | 12E2¢4T | against the nation that will not serve the

N orvosehbnGndyle o, gt e ot e

ut tt you S 1 et 929, | to the words of the prophets who speak

tf;iﬁlrfngf Edo'rtm ﬂgelkl}?g of l;{oab, the(iqthng B ban, to you, saying, ‘You shall not serve the
of the Ammonites, the king of Tyre, and the | 4:17,25, i ’ i

Kingof Sdon,by hemandofemessengers 251 | (o yous o peve snos st e s

who come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of | 4310:fzek | the [oRD, “yet they prophesy a lie in My

. 29:18, 20 cJer. !
Judah.4And command them to say to their | 2s:14: Dan. name, that I may drive you out, and that

masters, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the

2:38
792 Chr. 36:20

you may perish, you and the prophets who

God of Israel—thus you shall say to your 23?572_?3 % prophesy to you.”
masters: 5#Thave made the earth, theman | 526}, zech. 16Also I spoke to the priests and to all
d thebeast that th d,byMy | 28,9 i ing “
andthe beastthatadre onthe ground, by My | 551, this people, saying, “Thus says the LORD:
gr%abthpowqr angi I)y l\;y oqttstretd:ied arm, 2Lk aems | ‘Do not listen to the words of your proph-
an a;/e givenittowhom it seemed proper | - s2; 2815 ets who prophesy to you, saying, “Behold,
to Met.lf }I\Ind gong hsve ﬁlvgnallthet;e 1111(111(15 athe vessels of the LORD’s house will now
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king shortly be brought back from Babylon”; for
?;?ggﬁ‘;%:%&;fg‘gg&ﬁﬁ: f{gi;’fjj};ﬁf they prophesy a lie to you. 7Do not listen
\ . to them; serve the king of Babylon, and
7%So all nations Sft’all serve him and his son live! Why should this city be laid waste?
and his son’s son, “until the t%me of hisland 18But if they are prophets, and if the word of
ﬁomeS;l:alrlld t;l;n 1imny natlorils an;fl grgat the LoRD is with them, let them now make
ings shall make him serve them. 8And it
shall be, that the nation and kingdom which
will not serve Nebuchadnezzar the king of WORD WEALTH
Babylon, and which will not put its neck . . . & ;
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that ANl O (I ETEEE S, [0 SaiisS
. . sy o #6293: To reach; to meet someone; to pres-
nation I'will punish, says the LORD, ‘with the sure or urge someone strongly; to meet up
S;';’Ol’dy the famlr(liet’l?nd glelf)ei[ﬂegcfiﬁnm with a person; encounter, entreat; to assail
Ihave consumed them by his hand. 9There- with urgent petitions. This verb occurs 46
fore do not listen to your prophets, your di- times. In some passages it is translated
viners, your 'dreamers, your soothsayers, | 12aJer.28:1; “meet,” asin Joshua 2:16. In Joshua 19:27, paga’
38:17 refers to the extent to which a tribal bound-

oryour sorcerers, who speak to you, saying,
“You shall not serve the king of Babylon.”

10For they prophesy a %lie toyou, toremove | 1831

13 9[Prov. 8:36];
Jer. 27:8;
38:23; [Ezek.

14 dJer. 23:16

ary is reached. Sometimes the verb refers to
“falling upon” someone in battle, that is, to
meet up with the enemy with hostile intent

you far from yourland; and I'will drive you | e, 12:14 (1 Kin. 2:29). Paga’ is also translated “make
out, and you will perish. "But the nations | 23212989 | intercession,” the idea being that a supplicant

that bring their necks under the yoke of
the king of Babylon and serve him, I will

15 aJer. 23:21;
29:9
16 92 Kin. 24:13;

catches up with a superior, and reaches him
with an urgent request. Thus, intercession

letthem remain in their own land, saysthe | 2Chr 367, involves reaching God, meeting God, and
illi e evmrn | 105 Jer.28:3; . ) < \
LORD, ‘and they shall till it and dwell in it. Dan. 12 entreating Him for His favor.

27:1—28:17 The message of Jeremiah to the nations (vv. 2-11)
and to King Zedekiah (vv. 3, 12-15) is to submit to the yoke of
the king of Babylon (wv. 2, 11, 12), for the nations have been
given to Nebuchadnezzar (v. 6), and any rebellion is contrary to
God’s will (v. 8). Jeremiah also addresses the people (vv. 16-22)
and declares that prophets who proclaim another message are
lying (v. 14), and God has not sent them (v. 15).

27:1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim: See 26:1. But
v. 3 mentions Zedekiah who would be king later. So probably
593 B.C. is meant, and this is supported by 28:1.

27:2 Bonds and yokes: Similar to the device worn by draft
animals, the yoke was a symbol of political submission.

27:3 The nations mentioned are neighbors of Judah: Edom,
Moah, and Ammon to the south and east; Tyre and Sidon to
the north. Rebellion was probably the subject under discussion.

27:7 Three generations of rulers are promised; then the end
comes for Babylon.

27:8 The sword, the famine, and the pestilence: See note
on 14:12.

27:9 The prophets are false prophets; diviners . . . soothsayers,
and sorcerers were prohibited in Israel (see Lev. 19:26; Deut.
18:10, 11); dreamers could include both prophets and diviners
(see Jer. 23:25-28; 29:8).

27:16 Shortly be brought back: Jeremiah had suggested a
70-year stay in Babylon (25:11; 29:10), so this emphasis by the
prophets contradicted his message (see 28:1-3).

27:18-22 Jeremiah suggests that if they are true prophets they
should intercede with the Lord for Judah, so that those vessels
still left in the temple may remain, for Jeremiah’s message is
that all will be carried to Babylon.
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intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the | 1941 kin. 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, ““Amen!
vessels which are left in the house of the | 5351y = The LORD do so; the LORD perform your
Lorp, in the house of the king of Judah, and | 2217 20,21 ,, | words which you have prophesied, to bring
at Jerusalem, do not go to Babylon. 15; 2 Chr. back the vessels of the LORD’s house and

19“For thus says the LORD of hosts Acon- | ag > ** | all who were carried away captive, from
cerning the pillars, concerning the Sea, 2% .| Babylon to this place. 7Nevertheless hear
concerning the carts, and concerning the gzcar{rsgg 8 | now this word that I speak in your hearing
remainder of the vessels that remain in | e 2910~ | and in the hearing of all the people: 8The

this city, 20which Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon did not take, when he carried away

32:5¢Ezra 1:7;
7:19

prophets who have been before me and be-
fore you of old prophesied against many

acaptive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, e | countriesand great kingdoms—of war and
king of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, | 539« | disasterand pestilence. 9As for “the prophet
and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusa- ggj:: P g who prophesies of ’peace, when the word
lem— 2lyes, thus says the LORD of hosts, t2kin.24:13; | Of the prophet comes to pass, the prophet
the God of Israel, concerning the vessels |, oo, | Will be known as one whom the LORD has
that remain in the house of the LORD, and S%SQQ- v%f\t\f gt truly sent.”
in the house of the king of Judah and of | 1sam.3:20. 10Then Hananiah the prophet took the
Jerusalem: 22‘They shall be %carried to ayoke off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck and
Babylon, and there they shall be until the broke it. "And Hananiah spoke in the pres-
day that Ibvisit them, says the LORD. ‘Then ence of all the people, saying, “Thus says
¢I will bring them up and restore them to the LoRD: ‘Even so I will break the yoke of
this place.” Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon %from

. the neck of all nations within the space of
Hananiah’s Falsehood and Doom two full years.” And the prophet Jeremiah
2 And “it happened in the same went his way.

year, at the beginning of the reign 12Now the word of the LORD came to Jere-
of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the *fourth miah, after Hananiah the prophet had bro-
year and in the fifth month, that Hananiah ken the yoke from the neck of the prophet
the son of ‘Azur the prophet, who was from Jeremiah, saying, 13“Go and tell Hananiah,
Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of the saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “You have bro-
LORD in the presence of the priests and ken the yokes of wood, but you have made
of all the people, saying, 2“Thus speaks in their place yokes of iron.” 14For thus says
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, say- the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: *“I have
ing: ‘T have broken “the yoke of the king put a yoke of iron on the neck of all these
of Babylon. 3¢Within two full years I will nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnez-
bring back to this place all the vessels of | ga1kin 1:35; | zar king of Babylon; and they shall serve

the LORD’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon Ptook away from this place

Ps. 41:13; Jer.
11:5

9 aDeut. 18:22
bJer. 23:17;

him. T have given him the beasts of the
field also.”””

and carried to Babylon. 4And I will bring | gk 13:19, 15Then the prophet Jeremiah said to
back to this place 'Jeconiah the son of Je- | .39 . ,,, | Hananiah the prophet, “Hear now, Hana-
hoiakim, king of Judah, with all the cap- 1 1 ;éeer- 372248 niah, the LORD has not sent you, but 4you
tives of Judah who went to Babylon, says | Jeco77.s | make this people trustin atlie.6Therefore
the LoRD, ‘for I will break the yoke of the | ;5%.27% | thus says the LorD: ‘Behold, I will cast you
klrﬁl‘”gl‘l(i)efer]? ?Ezl’?nr.o het Jeremiah spoke to 59121 ;E;:EA fr}?rlrll“tclilie fsce o ea}rlth. l;hls ;ﬁii mei
the prophet Hgnal:liah in the presgnce of 15t lsioil agaier;sti;iulf(e)zgl’l" e e
27:10; 29:9 *

the priests and in the presence of all the 16 er. 20:6. 17So Hananiah the prophet died the same
people who stood in the house of the LORD, | Jer29:32 | year in the seventh month.

27:22 The day: See note on Obad. 15.

28:1-17 As Jeremiah confronts the prophet Hananiah, the peo-

ple are faced with a dilemma: How can one tell a false prophet
from a true prophet? Hananiah uses the formula Thus speaks
the LorbD of hosts, the God of Israel (v. 2; 29:4), and he may have
been sincere. Jeremiah would like to believe Hananiah’s message

(v. 6), but it was not in the tradition of the prophets of old (v. 8).

Prophet now contradicted prophet. Only the fulfillment of the

event would show who spoke the truth (see v. 9; Deut. 18:21, 22).

28:2 The yoke: See note on 27:2.

28:10 Yoke off the prophet: See 27:2. A symbolic act of breaking
the yoke is performed by Hananiah as an indication that his
prophecy, not Jeremiah’s, would be fulfilled.

28:11 Jeremiah went his way for he had no immediate reply
for Hananiah. God sends Jeremiah back with the last word in
wv. 12-16.

28:13 Yokes of wood . . . yokes of iron: Submission becomes
servitude.

28:14 Beasts of the field: Complete control of man and animal
is given to Nebuchadnezzar (see 27:6).

28:16 This year: A short-term prediction that will attest the
trustworthiness of the word (see v. 9; Deut. 18:21, 22). Taught
rebellion: See 29:32. Rebellious activity by the prophet was
punishable by death (see Deut. 13:5; 18:20).

28:17 Seventh month: Two months later Hananiah died.
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Jeremiah’s Letter to the Captives GHAPTER 29
2 Now these are the words of the let- | 2e2«kin.” m. DYNAMICS
ter that Jeremiah the prophetsent | 5¢27355 0.
from Jerusalem to the remainder of the | je-222+-26 | 29:7 The Benefits of Intercessory Prayer,
elders who were “carried away captive—to | 15,Jer. 1318 | ~PRAYER. Jeremiah 29:7 illustrates the prin-
the priests, the prophets, and all the people | 5eoachin | | ciple that when we pray for others, we also
whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away = 2Chr. 36:10 jecevea blgssmg. In praying for the peace of
. . 20r officers the city, the intercessor will have peace as well.
captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2(This ' s2ci.3:s | The activity of intercession has many bene-
happened after Jeconiah' the king, the ' 7{="2%/%,. | fits beyond a greater release of God's power

bqueen mother, the Zeunuchs, the princes
of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and

Dan. 9:16;
1Tim. 2:

to others. Intercession draws us into deeper
intimacy with God, unifies us in community,

8 aJer. 14:14; : L= 3
the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) = 2325200 ':’S"gxg ;%Lia::;m‘#;g’#é; 2??:‘3& t;)iﬂ(ptlg
3The letterawas sent by the hanq of Elasah 93??1“928'15’ and places for whom we pray. Intercession
the son of “Shaphan, and Gemariah the son w2 ch also transforms our hearts by causing us to in-
of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah B e ternalize God's Word as we pray it back to Him.
sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar king | 25:12;27:22; Because Jesus’ words are spirit and life (John
of Babylon, saying, Poiseeh  6:63), they have the power to impart life to us
7]; Zeph. 2:7 as we speak them back to God. Each time in

4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the prayer that we “say what God says,” it marks
God of Israel, to all who were carried our hearts and changes us in a small measure
away captive, whom I have caused to because we receive a small impartation of His
be carried away from Jerusalem to life. This progressively renews our minds and
Babylon: tenderizes our hearts. (Is. 62:3-7/Dan. 6:10) M.B.

5 Build houses and dwell in them; plant
gardens and eat their fruit. 6Take m- DYNAMICS
wives and beget sons and daughters;
and take wives for your sons and give 29:11 How God Thinks about 'YOL!, HUMAN
your daughters to husbands,so that Where veryone has an opinion. A pereon can
they may bear sqns and daughters— do sometLying and 10 di‘;ferent igdividuals
that you may be increased there, and will have 10 different opinions about what
not diminished. 7And seek the peace that individual has done. It is easy to become
of the city where I have caused you to overwhelmed by what people think about us,
be carried away captive, “and pray to and when we make decisions based on how
the LoRD for it; for in its peace you will many people think positively about us, rarely
have peace. 8For thus says the LORD wise {0 make ifes mostimportant deciions
of hosts, the God of Israelf ]?0 notlet by considering how God thirr:ks about us. God
your prophets and your diviners who always believes the very best about us. He
are in your midst “deceive you, nor sees us as righteous in Christ and He thinks
listen to your dreams which you cause about us with nothing but unconditional, un-
to be dreamed. 9For they prophesy limited love. Basing our decisions on how God
afalsely to you in My name; I have not thinks about us often leads to a dramatically
sent them, says the LORD. different outcome. (Ps. 8:4-8/Jer. 31:3) S.R.

10 For thus says the LORD: After “seventy that I think toward you, says the LORD,
years are completed at Babylon, I will thoughts of peace and not of evil, to
visit you and perform My goodword | 2aps, 50:15; give you a future and a hope. 12Then
toward you, and cause you to return JDear-n?’g{g;st you will 4call upon Me and go and pray
to this place. "For I know the thoughts | 145:19° to Me, and I will Plisten to you. 13And

29:1-32 Jeremiah writes a letter to the exiles of 597 B.C. (vv.
4-23) and then deals with the false prophet Shemaiah (w. 24-32).
The exiles were being misled by messages of a speedy return.

29:2 See notes on 13:18 and 24:1-10.

29:3 Letter was sent: Conveniently and safely carried by dip-

lomatic means.

29:4-6 They are to settle down for a long-term stay, particularly
ensuring that their descendants will be numerous enough for
an effective return to the land.

29:7 Pray to the Lorb for it: A totally new concept to pray for
the well-being of their captors.

29:8 Prophets and diviners: See note on 27:9.
29:9, 10 Prophesy falsely: Note the contradiction between the

prophecy of Hananiah (28:3) and the word of the Lord. Hananiah
said deliverance would come in two years. The Lord said it would
be after 70 years. What great disappointment and brokenness
is experienced in the body of Christ at the words of those who
prophesy falsely by declaring “thus speaks the LorD” (28:2, 3)
when God has not said what is prophesied.

29:10 Seventy years: See note on 25:11.
29:11-14 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.
29:11-14 See notes on Ezra 1:1 and Zech. 10:9.

29:11 In the frequent quoting of this verse today, it is often
overlooked that the words are being spoken to people being
punished by God. He does indeed punish His people in order
to restore them to a proper relationship with Him.
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arotten figs that cannot be eaten,

13 aLev.
PRAYING - THEWORD HEEHEsH they are so bad. 18And I will pursue
;1 Cﬂgf-zg?gﬂg? them with the sword, with famine,
| am gratefu ’; Lord, that , i(?i[Dzett? o anq with pestilence; and I 2will
You know the thouahts Ps. 32:6; 46:1: deliver them to trouble among all
! 2 . 506, 71 the kingdoms of the earth—to be ba
You think toward me, and zgg g';zgse;.' curse, an astonishment, a hissing,

they are thoughts of peace
and not of evil, to give me
a future and a hope.

Adapted from Jeremiah 29:m

KINGDOM - DYNAMICS

29:11-14 Seeking God and Spiritual War-
fare, FAITH'S WARFARE. Throughout Scrip-
ture we find repeated references to God’s
people seeking after Him. Implied in these
passages is a quest for God that includes
a level of intensity beyond what might be
termed ordinary prayer. The word “search”
along with the phrase “with all your heart”
suggests an earnestness that borders on des-
peration. The word “search” (Heb. darash)
suggests a “following after,” or close pursuit
of a desired objective; it also implies a dili-
gence in the searching process. In 2 Chron-
icles 15:2, Azariah promises the Lord will be
with His people if they “seek” (darash) after
Him—another indicator of God’s emphasis
on intensity and diligence in prayer. (2 Kin.
19:8-19/Ezra 8:21-23) D.E.

2you will seek Me and find Me, when
you search for Me bwith all your heart.
1421 will be found by you, says the
LORD, and I will bring you back from
your captivity; ¥I will gather you from

16 aJer. 38:2, 3,
17-23

17 aJer. 24:3,
8-10

18 aDeut. 28:25;

2

and a reproach among all the nations
where I have driven them, 19because
they have not heeded My words, says
the LorD, which ?I sent to them by

My servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them; neither would
you heed, says the LORD. 20Therefore
hear the word of the Lorp, all you of
the captivity, whom I have sent from
Jerusalem to Babylon.

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the

God of Israel, concerning Ahab the
*son of Kolaiah, and Zedekiah the

son of Maaseiah, who prophesy a

lie to you in My name: Behold, I

will deliver them into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,

and he shall slay them before your
eyes. 224And because of them a curse
shall be taken up by all the captivity
of Judah who are in Babylon, saying,
“The LORD make you like Zedekiah
and Ahab, P‘whom the king of Babylon
roasted in the fire”; 23because “they
have done disgraceful things in Israel,
have committed adultery with their
neighbors’ wives, and have spoken
lying words in My name, which I

have not commanded them. Indeed
1bknow, and am a witness, says the

2 Chr. 29:8;
all the nations and from all the places | % 158 249 LORD.
Yggﬂfg}’i&?ﬁ; g(;l(l)’us ?(S)’irtlreli)lace 1;%5225:1} 24 You shall.also sr{eak to Shemaiah the
from which I cause you to be carried 265;35:1 Nehelamite, saying, 25Thus speaks

. 21 Jer. 14:14, the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel,

away captive. 15; Lam. 2:14; o .

2 Pet. 2:1 saying: You have sent letters in your

15 Because you have said, “The LORD SeehpaGen 1 name to all the people who are at

has raised up prophets for us in 2?;‘3;_"1- 54§D230n Jerusalem, 2to Zephaniah the son of
Babylon"— 164therefore thus says the 3:6, 21 ’ Maaseiah the priest, and to all the
LORD concerning the king who sits o priests, saying, 26“The LORD has made
on the throne of David, concerning JN?; 1 3;7[1H " you priest instead of Jehoiada the
all the people who dwell in this city, 413 priest, so that there should be “officers

and concerning your brethren who

]
2542 Kin. 25:18;

Jer. 21:1

in the house of the LORD over every

have not gone out with you into 20 er. 201 man who is "demented and considers

captivity— 17thus says the LORD of Hos. 9:7; Mark himself a prophet, that you should

hosts: Behold, I will send on them e cput him in prison and in the stocks.
26:24; [2 Cor.

the sword, the famine, and the
pestilence, and will make them like

5:13] cJer. 20:1,

2; Acts 16:24

27Now therefore, why have you not
rebuked Jeremiah of Anathoth who

29:24-32 Judgment of Shemaiah, a false prophet (v. 31) who
wrote letters to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the priest
Zephaniah (v. 25) requesting that he rebuke Jeremiah (v. 27). The
letter is given verbatim (vv. 26-28) and contains a quote from
the letter Jeremiah wrote to Babylon (see v. 5).

29:21 Ahab and Zedekiah were false prophets in Babylon (see
v. 22). They are not to be confused with past kings of Israel
and Judah.

29:22 Roasted in the fire: A form of execution in Babylon (see
Dan. 3:6, 24).
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makes himself a prophet to you? 28For
he has sent to us in Babylon, saying,
‘This captivity is long; build houses
and dwell in them, and plant gardens

31 aJer. 28:15
bEzek.
13:8-16,
22,28

32 4Jer. 28:16
Idescendants,

JEREMIAH 30:14

7 aAlas! For that day is great,
bSo that none is like it;
And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble,
But he shall be saved out of it.

and eat their fruit.” . seed . )
e cHapterso | 8 ‘Foritshall come to pass in that day,

29 Now Zephaniah the priest read this 3205, 535, do. Says the LORD of hosts,

letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the 32:44; Ezek. ‘That I will break his yoke from your

prophet. 30Thep the wgrd of the LORD 3913522;105 neck,

came to Jeremiah, saying: 31Send to 135255”5“ ) And will burst your bonds;

. . . . :15; Ezek. .

all those in captivity, saying, Thus 22562 Foreigners shall no more enslave

says the LORI? concerning Shem:fuah A them.

Lhe Nehellflrmtg: Because Sgemhalah Sbread |9 Butthey shall “serve the LORD their

as prophesied to you, %and I have 6:24 1Lit. male God,
?0: Serzt. hirr;i and ?;ﬂfllas iaust:g you | gamane o And “David their king,
otrustina“lie— =“therefore thus Whom I will Praise up for them.

says the LORD: Behold, I will punish

Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his 10 ‘Therefoll;e “do nﬁt fear, O My servant

'family: he shall not have anyone to Jacob, says the LORD,

dwell among this people, nor shall ‘Nor be dismayed, O Israel;

he see the good that I will do for My For behold, I will save you from afar,'

people, says the LORD, “because he has Andyour seed bfrom the land of their

taught rebellion against the LORD. captivity.
Restoration of { and Judah Jacob shall return, have rest and be

estoration of Israel and Juda i
quiet,
3 O The word that came to Jeremiah | 7l 212) Hos. And no one shall make him afraid.
from the LORD, saying, 2“Thus Amess1s | M Forlam with %you, says the LORD, ‘to
speaks the LORD God of Israel, saying: | iy 110 save you;
Dan. 9:12;

‘Write in a book for yourself all the words
that I have spoken to you. 3For behold, the

2:1
94a|s, 55:3; Ezek.

bThough I make a full end of all nations
where I have scattered you,

days are coming, says the LORD, ‘that “Twill | ;2% | cyet Iwill not make a complete end of
bring back from captivity My people Israel | ‘lLuke 1:69;

’ pe . Acts 2:30; you.
and Judah, says the LORD. *’And I will cause ’S1e 22\;3\]/\/ pe But Twill *correct you %in justice,
them to return to the land ;chat I gaYe, :EO 002 - And will not let you g0 altogether
their fathers, and they shall "possessit: |93 45, unpunished.

4Now these are the words that the LORD
spoke concerning Israel and Judah.

46:27, 28 bJer.

12“For thus says the LORD:

11 9[ls. 43:2-5]
5“For thus says the LORD: saoseler | a'your affliction is incurable,
“We have heard a voice of trembling, Bl Your wound is severe.
Of 'fear, and not of peace. o028 4628 13 There is no one to *plead your cause,
6 Asknow, and see, 10:24. ’ That you may be bound up;
Whethera 'man is ever in 2laborwith | 223616 | ayou have no healing medicines.
child? 13 er 622 14 aAll your lovers have forgotten you;
So why do I see every man with his Deut. 32:36. They do not seek you;
hands on his loins e For I have wounded you with the
aLike a woman in labor, :‘é%!? 1524 wound Pof an enemy,
And all faces turned pale? cJob 30:21 With the chastisement ¢of a cruel one,

29:26 Who is demented: Prophetic behavior sometimes caused
questions concerning mental stability.

29:31, 32 The word of the Lord to Shemaiah is similar to that
against Hananiah (see 28:15, 16).

29:32 Taught rebellion: See note on 28:16.

30:1—33:26 Written just before the destruction of Jerusalem
(see 32:1), this book of consolation is a long-sustained prophecy
on the future restoration of both Israel (the northern kingdom)
and Judah (the southern kingdom). For its fulfillment see note
on Zeph. 2:7, 9.

30:2 Write in a book: Most prophecy was originally given orally
and only later written down. On another occasion Jeremiah was
told to write his prophecy because he was unable to deliver the
message in person (see 36:2, 4, 32; 45:1). The intent here is to
preserve the prophecy for future generations.

30:4-7 Recaps the horrors that await Judah in the immediate
future. The ultimate reversal of this punishment, as described
in vv. 8-11, is messianic and eschatological.

30:8 That day: The day when the event will take place, when
God intervenes in the affairs of men and nations. It was gener-
ally viewed as a time when Israel would be exalted above the
other nations, but Amos and Isaiah warn that it will be a day of
darkness and gloom. It is thus often used in an eschatological
sense, the ushering in of the final events and the establishment
of God’s kingdom on earth. See note on Obad. 15.

30:9 David their king is the Messiah, the descendant of David.

30:12-17 Though her wound seems to be incurable (v. 12) be-
cause of the multitude of her iniquities (v. 15), Israel will be
healed (v. 17) and her oppressors plundered (v. 16).
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For the multitude of your iniquities, 14 dJer. 5:6 21 Their nobles shall be from among
dBecause your sins have increased. ey 250m them,
15 Why 2do you cry about your affliction? AL 2And their governor shall come from
Your sorrow is incurable. Joel 3:8¢ls. their midst;
Because of the multitude of your ek g Then I will bcause him to draw near,
iniquities, 17P‘;E§b17§2%§? And he shall approach Me;
Because your sins have increased, Is. 30:26; Jer. For who is this who pledged his heart

I have done these things to you.

33:6
18 @Ps. 102:13

to approach Me?’ says the LORD.

16 ‘Therefore all those who devouryou | seewwars | 22 You shall be “My people,
aghall be devoured; s2:18. - See And I will be your God.
And all your adversaries, everyoneof | 519~ | 23 Behold, the *whirlwind of the LORD
them, shall go into tcaptivity; 216, 51:11; Goes forth with fury,
Those who plunder you shall become | 7055 A'continuing whirlwind;
‘plunder, 49:15-21; Jor. It will fall violently on the head of the
And all who prey upon you I will make . Zech. 10:8 wicked.
a“prey. S%s. “"* | 24 The fierce anger of the LorD will not
17 aFor I will restore health to you 2070 1:26 return until He has done it,
And heal you of your wounds, says the | ~josh. 22:17. And until He has performed the
LORD, intents of His heart.
‘Because they called you an outcast
saying: 2In the latter days you will consider it.
This is Zion; . 219Gen. 4910 | The Remnant of Israel Saved
No one seeks her. bNum. 16:5; ]
Ps. 65:4 “At 9the same time,” says the LORD,
18 “Thus says the LORD: el 3]. b“Twill be the God of all the *families
‘Behold, I will bring back the captivity Soazeen | OfIsrael, and they shall be My people.”
of Jacob's tents, 28 2310, ZThus says the LORD:
And “have mercy on his *dwelling Shoselor | “The people who survived the sword
places; . . 24 9Gen. 49:1 Found grace in the wilderness—
The city Sféau bebuiltuponitsown | cuaprenst | Israel, when I went to give him rest”
mound, aJer. 30:
And the palace shall *remain o atcen | 3 The LORD has appeared 'of old to me,
according to its own plan. 2ley 3314 ... Saying: )
19 Then %out of them shall proceed Num. 10:33; Yes, 9T have *loved you with Pan
*thanksgiving s everlasting love;
And the voice of those who make Po. 95:11; 5. Therefore with lovingkindness I have
merry; 39Deut, 4:37; cdrawn you.
bT will multiply them, and they shall not | bie sag: fom, | 4 Again eI wi}l build you, and you shall
I '(liligllinis{l; ify th d they shall Hi%??om 0 Viti‘gflfglfl}l:;ael'
will also glorify them, and they shal afar !
notbe fémalls.’ Y "Seo W atPs. You shall again be adorned with your
20 Their children also shall be %as before, 41?36-33&7 d;EX- btambourines,
And their *congregation shall be 11:34'Ps. And shall go forth in the dances of
established before Me; S i07aT: those who rejoice.
And I will punish all who oppress '258221_2/1 ;| 'izsek- 5 aYou shall yet plant vines on the
them. 914 mountains of Samaria;

30:18 Its own mound: Cities were frequently rebuilt on the
ruins of previous sites and thus formed the typical flat-topped
hills called “tells.” The tell was a man-made mound built up
by the accumulation of the debris of many successive layers
of occupation.

30:21 Governor shall come from their midst: The reference is
first of all to the Jewish rulers immediately after the Exile, but
the Targum reads “Messiah,” and so it is ultimately Jesus Christ
who fulfills this promise. He combined in Himself the dual roles
of Priest and King, and in this capacity has the legitimate right
to approach God. For an unauthorized person to approach God
meant death (see Ex. 19:21).

30:23, 24 The prophecy of hope of vv. 8-22 is bracketed by the
prophecy of punishment of w. 4-7 and wv. 23, 24.

31:1-40 Restoration continues with messages directed to all the
families of Israel (v. 1): the northern kingdom, now restored

(vv. 2-22); the southern kingdom, now restored (vv. 23-26); and
the combined nations of Israel and Judah (vv. 27-40). See note
on 30:1—33:26.

31:1 All the families of Israel: The 12 tribes; emphasizes the
inclusiveness of the term “Israel.”

31:2-6 Using vocabulary from the Exodus account (found grace,
Ex. 33:12-17) and the concept of release from bondage, Jeremiah
speaks of the return as a new exodus (see Jer. 23:7, 8). The peo-
ple will be restored to their land (vv. 4, 5) and will again make
pilgrimages to Zion (v. 6).

31:2 The people who survived the sword: The righteous rem-
nant (see v. 7 and note on 6:9) who will return from exile.

31:3 Lovingkindness: See note on 2:2.
31:4 Only the amazing love of v. 3 could call Israel a virgin.
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5 ILit. treat them
as common

P
31:3 Everlasting Love, HUMAN WORTH/DI- 7415 128.6
VINE DESTINY. Beauty has the power to cap- | ;2% 21218
ture our undivided attention. We are drawn to 30:4; Is. 43:6;
what we consider precious, and once we have 512?&:2%3‘*
pondered the beauty of it, our attractionto | g«ps. 126:5;
itnever fades. God’s love for us is everlasting. Js‘t%' 8?%_] 1”5-
The beauty and perfection of His love will not 49:10, 11 Ex.
falter nor fade. It is His everlasting love—His 422
perfect love, His pure love—that draws us. | "Sg5VWatfrow
We become attracted to Him, to His love and at Ps. 68:5.
to His glory. His love captivates us, consumes | 16 O coast
us, and draws us. The steadfast love of the
Lord will never cease. He is from everlasting
to everlasting and His love endures forever. It
gives us stability and assurance, and it has the
ability to shape our identity. God's love gives
us value and determines a bright future for
us. It will never fail, nor will it ever end. (Jer.
29:11/Mic. 6:8) S.R.

The planters shall plant and 'eat them
as ordinary food.
6 For there shall be a day
When the watchmen will cry on Mount
Ephraim,
@‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
To the LOoRD our God."”
7For thus says the LORD:
2“Sing with gladness for Jacob,
And shout among the chief of the
nations;
Proclaim, give praise, and say,
‘O LORD, save Your people,
The remnant of Israel!’
8 Behold, I will bring them %from the
north country, el
And bgather them from the ends of 34:12-14
the earth, e agng
Among them the blind and the lame, e oe
The woman with child 12 aEzek. 17:23
And the one who labors with child, oS %2
together, o
A great throng shall return there. Rev.21:4]
9 aThey shall come with weeping, 13 Seo Wt
And with supplications I will lead them. 1S4e ’eF\';'V‘vg ta*;e full
I will cause them to walk bby the rivers | ~Amos 4:3.
of waters, 18 att. 2:17,
In a *straight way in which they shall 16:25; Judg.
not stumble; Jer, 4011 <Gen.
For I am a *Father to Israel, 37:35 de.
And Ephraim is My “firstborn. . g[_'15-9]25:8:
10 “Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, | .eerstt
Ani a(liye(:lare it in the 'isles afar off, and ; éi% 517 Po.
A :

JEREMIAH 31:18

‘He who scattered Israel will gather
him,
And keep him as a shepherd does his
flock.
1 For %the LORD has redeemed Jacob,
And ransomed him ?from the hand of
one stronger than he.
Therefore they shall come and sing in
athe height of Zion,
Streaming to the goodness of the
LORD—
For wheat and new wine and oil,
For the young of the flock and the herd;
Their souls shall be like a ‘well-
watered garden,
4And they shall sorrow no more at all.

12

13 “Then shall the virgin rejoice in the
dance,
And the young men and the old,
together;
For I will turn their mourning to joy,
Wwill *comfort them,
And make them rejoice rather than
SOITOW.
14 Iwill 'satiate the soul of the priests
with abundance,
And My people shall be *satisfied with
My goodness, says the LORD.”

Mercy on Ephraim
15Thus says the LORD:

a“A voice was heard in PRamabh,
Lamentation and bitter ‘weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children,
Refusing to be comforted for her

children,
Because “they are no more.”

16Thus says the LORD:

“Refrain your voice from weeping,

And your eyes from tears;

For your work shall be rewarded, says
the LORD,

And they shall come back from the
land of the enemy.

17 There is ®hope* in your future, says

the LORD,

That your children shall come back to
their own border.

18 “T have surely heard Ephraim
bemoaning himself:
“You have “chastised me, and I was
chastised,
Like an untrained bull;

31:6 Let us go up to Zion: From the time of Jeroboam the people 30:22-24; 35:16-20), laments for her children (the northern
in the northern kingdom worshiped at rival shrines; now they tribes who are going into exile, 722 B.C.). Verse 15 is quoted in

will return to the one place God set His name.

Matt. 2:18 to express grief over the slaughter of innocent babies,

31:15-22 Rachel, mother of Joseph and Benjamin (see Gen. but here it introduces the hope of restoration and joy.

®
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1§Qb_PJs. 80,7, 21 “Set up signposts,
KINGDOM - DYNAMICS Qs Make landmarks;
[Acts 3:26] aSet your heart toward the highway,

19 Deut. 30:2

31:17 When Children Stray from the Lord, = bEzek 36:31; The way in which you went.

FAMILY. One of the greatest heartaches of 2 1210 ITurn back, O virgin of Israel,

any believing parent occurs when one of their Deut. 32:36; - Turn back to these your cities.
: : Judg. 10:16; .

children has rebelled against the ways of the e 65:15; 22 How long will you “gad about,

Lord. God’s Word offers comfort and hope Hos. 11:8

in this situation. He understands. Much of Yls. 57:18; Jer. 0 you “backsliding daughter?

the OTis the story of God's children straying.  fae. 1, For the LORD has *created a new thing
He knows our heartaches. And He promises | Mic. 7:18 it in the earth—

to bring our children back! He promises that | "™"?Parts A woman shall encompass a man.”
ultimately they will come back to the ways

they were taught as children (Prov. 22:6), that Future Prosperity of Judah

peace will be their portion as they encounter 23Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God

Him (Is. 54:13), and that He will fight for us
to see salvation come to them (49:25). (Song
7:1-9/Mal. 2:13-16) R.L.B.

of Israel: “They shall again use this speech
in theland of Judah and in its cities, when I
bring back their captivity: “The LORD bless
you, O home of justice, and Pmountain of

holiness!’ 24And there shall dwell in Judah
WORD . WEAETH itself, and “in all its cities together, farm-

31:22 man, geber; Strong’s #1397: A champion, ers and those going out with flocks. 25For (U
hero, warrior, mighty man; a man in all his I have 'satiated the weary soul, and I have
strength. Geber is one of the four outstanding replenished every sorrowful soul.”

words for “man” in the OT. This word describes 26After this I awoke and looked around,

a man of strength or bravery, and is derived and my sleep was %sweet to me.

from the verb gabar, “to be strong.” Aninten- | ,, ..., 50510 974 ;
sive form of geber is gibbor, meaning “cham- Retum ' Behold, th? days are coming, says the
pion” or “mighty man of valor” as in Judges | 22%er. 218,23, LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel

6:12. The word also appears in the phrase ‘El | 15 b1Jze "5%s | and the house of Judah with the seed of
Gibbor (“the Mighty God"), which might be ‘Sgee W & man and the seed of beast. 28And it shall
translated “God the Champion”; this title ap- | »3eps. 12256 come to pass, that as I have “watched*
pears in Isaiah 9:6 in reference to the Messiah. !;S:'s} 26Yzech. | uer them bto pluck up, to break down, to

240Jer. 3312 | throw down, to destroy, and to afflict, so I

b i 25 'fully satisfied . .
FR(e)f?;E g}l;’ Slréigglnrleuégg 2epov. 324 | will watch over them ¢to build and to plant,
my &od. Ak s | Says the LORD. 299In those days they shall
19 Surely, “after my turning, I repented; 223 | saynomore:
And after I was instructed, I struck 2 er 44t
myself on the thigh; 1:10; 18:7 <Jer. ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,
I was Pashamed, yes, even humiliated, | -soew at Jer And the children’s teeth are set on
Because I bore the reproach of my o 57 edge.
youth. s 82,5 | 30aBut every one shall die for his own inig-
20 Js Ephraim My dear son? 5| 1yitye
p y ded 20w 2s4; | uity; every man who eats the sour grapes,
Isheapleasantchild? 184.20,Ga. | his teeth shall be set on edge.
For though I spoke against him, s 16;3 eYrJ 5040
I earnestly remember him still; ss14 ek | A New Covenant
9Therefore My 'heart yearns for him; e 31“Behold, the “days are coming, says the @
bT will surely have mercy on him, says | T Gen | LORD, when I will make a new *covenant
the LORD. 17:7. " | with the house of Israel and with the house
31:17 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer. received this message (30:3—31:25) in a dream. See note on
23:23-32.

31:18-21 The first step in repentance for Ephraim (a synonym
for Israel) is confession and a turning to God (see 3:22-25; Hos. 31:28 To pluck up: See note on 1:10.

6:1-3). To prevent a return to the old ways, Ephraim is encour- 31:29, 30 Individual responsibility is stressed by the quotation
aged to set up signposts (Jer. 31:21) and remember the Way of an old proverb repeated in Ezek. 18:2. Apparently people
that led to punishment. had misinterpreted the intent of some scriptures (Ex. 20:5; Num.
31:22 A woman shall encompass a man: The wording is so 14:18),'sothatthey excuged their own sinful behavior and blamed
unusual and unclear that it may be an expression of the day od’s judgment on their predecessors. Corporate or collective
whose meaning is lost. responsibility is an important theme in the OT (Josh. 7:24, 25);

. - L R but Jeremiah and Ezekiel both stress that the calamity about
31:23-40 Restoration will include normalization of life, a return tg fall on Jerusalem is due to the sin of those then living, not

to the days of prosperity and peace, but also a New Covenant gn their ancestors.
hat will le th | in spiri i h. . . .
that will enable the people to serve God in spirit and in trut 31:31-34 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

31:25 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer. 31:31-34 The heart of Jeremiah’s prophecy is the new covenant
31:26 | awoke: Jeremiah had apparently been asleep and that God will make with His people, forgiving their sins (v. 34),
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of Judah— 32not according to the covenant

32 aDeut. 1:31;

JEREMIAH 32:9

Kidron, %o the corner of the Horse Gate

that I *made with their fathers in the day = Siurry, | toward the east, ’shall be holy to the LORD.
that %I took them by the hand to lead them ZSQ Itﬁvnesgr- It shall not be plucked up or thrown down
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which | away from anymore forever.”
they broke, 'though I was a husband to |."% . .

v & SeedWatEx | Jeremiah Buys a Field

them, says the LORD. 339But this is the cov-

33 aJer. 32:40;

The word that came to Jeremiah

enant that I will make with the house of | Heb. 10:16 32 .
Israel after those days, says the LoRD: “Iwill | £2.0% from the LORD “in the tenth year
put Mylaw in their minds, and *writeiton %2627, of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the
their 'hearts; “and I will be their *God, and | 2473022, €ighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2For
they shall be My *people. 34No more shall %zwsa%tgns then the king of Babylon’s army besieged
every man teach his neighbor, and every | ‘seeWWat Jerusale;p, and Jeremiah the prophet was
man his brother, saying, *Know the LORD, | scewwai | SBUtUD “in the court of the prison, which
for“they all shall know Me, from theleastof | 271915+ | was in the king of Judah's house. 3For
them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. | Ruth 1:16. Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up,
For bI will *forgive their iniquity, and their 3%:'?31 Yot saying, “Why do you “prophesy* apd say,
sin I will *remember no more.” 247 Bgﬁﬁ ‘Thus says the LORD: ?“Behold, I will give
645 1cor | this city into the hand of the king of Bab-
35 Thus says the LORD, 210 1John | ylon, and he shall take it; 4and Zedekiah
“Who gives the sun foralightbyday, | 5gets | king of Judah 9shall not escape from the
The ordinances of themoonandthe | Me ™ | hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be
stars for a light by night, 133%Rom. | delivered into the hand of the king of Bab-
Who disturbs “the sea, “Sen W at Ex. ylon, and shall speak with him 'face to face,
CAIld ltswavesroar 3% Seew™ | and see him beye to eye; Sthen he shall “lead
(The LoRrD of hosts is His name): seeWWat | Zedekiah to Babylon, and there he shall be
36 “If athose ordinances depart %4Gen. bunti.l Ivisij[ him,” says the LORD; ¢“though
From before Me, says the LORD, %171 %;stﬁ ggust you ﬁgg‘, ‘,’gl,th the Chaldeans, you shallnot

:892,36; | succeed”?
The;;ﬁizggg of Israel shall 151191951cj'§ 6And Jeremiah said, “The word of the
From being a nation before Me 360Ps, 1486; . L011111ﬁame to ;nseﬁs?ly ing, 7‘Beh°1d’lHaI}ﬁ_
" 549,10;Jer. | mel the son of Shallum your uncle wi

forever. o ?zigo40;12; come to you, saying, “Buy my field which
37Thus says the LORD: Jsesr:-zi’é‘_:z?g; *Jer | is in Anathoth, for the %right of redemp-
a“If heaven above can be measured, [;éor;# 1:22-5, | tion is yours to buy it.”’ 8Then Hanamel
And the foundations of the earth ssanen.a+;. | My uncle’s son came to me in the court
searched out beneath, 12:39, Zech. of the prison according to the word of the

I will also bcast off all the seed of Israel

39 aEzek. 40:8;

LORD, and said to me, ‘Please buy my field

Zech. 2:1,2 sl s . P
For all that they have done, says the 402 Kin. 11:16; thatis n AI.lathOth’ Whl.Ch i 1n‘the country
LORD. 2Cne 2515 | of Benjamin; for the right of inheritance
blJoel 3:17]; is yours, and the redemption yours; buy
38“Behold, the days are coming, saysthe | Zech- 1420 | jt for yourself. Then I knew that this was
LoRrD, that the city shall be built for the LORD ci;uﬁwzsr_t13§ the word of the LoRD. 9So I bought the
afrom the Tower of Hananel to the Corner 5% | field from Hanamel, the son of my uncle
(o tralght forward over the Bl carets | S2lire | tr it o o cporde o
; 37:21;39:14 —_
- gl]t X L Goath, H0Ard they | 350e258.5 to him the money—seventeen shekels o
€1 1t shall turn toward Goath. € gieé 237, | 42 |71in. 25:4-17; Jer. J34:3; 38:18, 23; gg:sk; 52:9 bJer. %3:5 1Lt
i : th t th 5 aJer. 27:22; 39:7; .12:12,13 . 27:22
Zslilzlse Za:(liezﬁf‘(f}fgﬁlgle(lidach)geassiﬁg gf‘(?(;le( ’Sze WW at g}gﬁ; 21 :i;,gg% 7 “Le\?.r25:24, 25, 32; I-g{zth 44 9 “Gen.er23:1 6;
y mos 7:15. ech. 11:12

putting His law in their minds and writing it on their hearts so
all of them will know Him. The passage is quoted in its entirety
in the NT (Heb. 8:8-12; 10:16, 17). This is clearly a messianic
prophecy referring to the church age.

31:31 Will make: Literally “cut” (see Gen. 15:10; note on Jer.
34:18). In light of Heb. 8, the house of Israel . . . Judah is to a
large degree the church. See note on Gal. 6:16.

31:32 | was a husband: See note on 3:14.

31:33 In their minds is to internalize the law, while on their
hearts gives them an effective control for living.

32:1-44 Jeremiah buys a field in Anathoth from his cousin

Hanamel as a sign that God will restore His people to the land,
and fields will again be bought and sold.

32:1 The tenth and eighteenth year is 587 B.C., while Jerusalem
was under siege, but before it was destroyed.

32:2, 3 Jeremiah was imprisoned by Zedekiah (37:21) and re-
mained shut up in the court of the prison until Jerusalem fell
(38:13, 28; 39:14).

32:3-5 See 21:3-7; 34:2-5; 37:17. For fulfillment see 52:7-14.
32:7 Anathoth: Hometown of Jeremiah (see 1:1). Right of re-

demption: Not only a right but an obligation (see Lev. 25:23-25;
Ruth 4:3, 4).

32:9-14 One of the most detailed accounts of a business trans-
action in the Bible. For another, see Gen. 23:1-16.

32:9 Seventeen shekels of silver: About 7 ounces by weight.
Coins were not yet common.
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silver. 10And I signed the 'deed and sealed
it, took witnesses, and weighed the money
on the scales. 1So I took the purchase deed,
both that which was sealed according to the
law and custom, and that which was open;
12and I gave the purchase deed to “Baruch
the son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, in the
presence of Hanamel my uncle’s son, and in
the presence of the bwitnesses who signed
the purchase deed, before all the Jews who
sat in the court of the prison.

13“Then I charged Baruch before them,
saying, 14‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: “Take these deeds, both this
purchase deed which is sealed and this deed
which is open, and put them in an earthen
vessel, that they may last many days.” 15For
thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Is-
rael: “Houses and fields and vineyards shall
be %possessed again in thisland.”’

Jeremiah Prays for Understanding
16“Now when I had delivered the pur-
chase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah,
I prayed to the LORD, saying: 7‘Ah, Lord
Gob! Behold, “You have made the *heav-
ens and the earth by Your great power and
outstretched arm. PThere is nothing too
Thard for You. 18You show ?lovingkindness
to thousands, and repay the iniquity of the
fathers into the bosom of their children
after them—the Great, the Mighty God,
whose name is ‘the LORD of hosts. 19You
are %great in counsel and mighty in 'work,
for Your beyes are open to all the ways of
the sons of men, ‘to give everyone accord-
ing to his ways and according to the fruit
of his doings. 20You have set signs and
wonders in the land of Egypt, to this day,
and in Israel and among other men; and
You have made Yourself %a name, as it is
this day. 21You “have brought Your people
Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs
and wonders, with a strong hand and an
outstretched arm, and with great terror;
22You have given them this land, of which
You swore to their fathers to give them—“a
land flowing with milk and honey.” 23And
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10 ILit. book

12 aJer. 36:4
bls. 8:2

13 4Jer. 36:4

15 AEzra 2:1;
[Jer. 31:5, 12,
14]; Amos 9:14,
15; Zech. 3:10

17 22 Kin. 19:15;
Ps. 102:25;
Is. 40:26-29;
Jer. 27:5 bGen.
18:14; Jer.
32:27; Zech.
8:6; Matt.
19:26; Mark
10:27; Luke
18:27 Idifficult

*See WW at

1 Kin. 8:23.

18 9Ex. 20:6;
34:7; Deut.
5:9, 10 bPs.
50:1; [Is. 9:6];
Jer. 20:11 cJer.
10:16

19 4s. 28:29
bJob 34:21; Ps.
33:13; Prov.
5:21; Jer. 16:17
Ps. 62:12; Jer.
17:10; [Matt.
16:27; John
5:29] 'deed

20 9EX. 9:16;

1 Chr. 17:21;
Is. 63:12; Jer.
13:11; Dan.
9:15

21 9EX. 6:6;

2 Sam. 7:23;
1 Chr. 17:21;
Ps. 136:11, 12

22 agx. 3:8, 17;
Deut. 1:8; Ps.
105:9-11; Jer.
11:5

23 9[Neh. 9:26];
Jer. 11:8; [Dan.
9:10-14]

24 aJer. 14:12;
Ezek. 14:21

27 9[Num.
16:22]

*See WW at Job

19:26.

29 a2 Chr.
36:19; Jer.
21:10; 37:8,
10; 52:13 bJer.
19:13

30 aDeut.
9:7-12; Is.
63:10; Jer. 2:7;
3:25; 7:22-26;
Ezek. 20:28

3192 Kin. 23:27;
24:3; Jer.
27:10

32aEzra 9:7; Is.
1:4, 6; Dan. 9:8
bJer. 23:14

33 aler. 2:27;
7:24 bJer. 7:13

they came in and took possession of it, but
2they have not obeyed Your voice or walked
in Your law. They have done nothing of all
that You commanded them to do; therefore
You have caused all this calamity to come
upon them.

24Look, the siege mounds! They have
come to the city to take it; and the city
has been given into the hand of the Chal-
deans who fight against it, because of the
sword and famine and pestilence. What
‘You have spoken has happened; there You
see it! 25And You have said to me, O Lord
GoD, “Buy the field for money, and take
witnesses”!—yet the city has been given
into the hand of the Chaldeans.””

God'’s Assurance of the People’s Return
26Then the word of the LORD came to Jer-
emiah, saying, 27“Behold, I am the LORD,
the 2God of all *flesh. Is there anything
too hard for Me? 28Therefore thus says the
LorD: ‘Behold, I will give this city into the
hand of the Chaldeans, into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he
shall take it. 29And the Chaldeans who fight
against this city shall come and %set fire to
this city and burn it, with the houses Pon
whose roofs they have offered incense to
Baal and poured out drink offerings to other
gods, to provoke Me to anger; 30because
the children of Israel and the children of
Judah %have done only evil before Me from
their youth. For the children of Israel have
provoked Me only to anger with the work of
their hands, says the LORD. 31‘For this city
has been to Me a provocation of My anger
and My fury from the day that they built it,
even to this day; so I will remove it from be-
fore My face 32because of all the evil of the
children of Israel and the children of Judah,
which they have done to provoke Me to an-
ger—4they, their kings, their princes, their
priests, btheir prophets, the men of Judah,
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33And
they have turned to Me the “back, and not
the face; though I taught them, brising up
early and teaching them, yet they have not

32:10 Deed: A copy of the transaction written on papyrus was omniscience, and wonders for Israel, but in view of the present
rolled up and sealed to prevent anyone from tampering with it. circumstances of siege, asking why he should buy the field at all.

The open copy was readily available for anyone to see.

preservation. Such deeds have been found at Elephantine in
southern Egypt and in the desert area near the Dead Sea.

32:17 Outstretched arm: See note on 6:12. There is nothing
32:12 Baruch: Jeremiah’s scribe and friend (see 36:4; 43:3; 45:1). too hard for You: See Gen. 18:14; Luke 1:34-37.

32:14 The documents were placed in an earthen vessel for 32:24 Sword and famine and pestilence: See note on 14:12.

32:26—44 In His answer to Jeremiah, God assures the prophet
that He is a God for whom nothing is impossible. He then cites

32:15 This verse contains the basic theme of this chapter, and  the present situation (vv. 26-29), recalls Israel’s idolatry from their
Jeremiah’s deed would give him title to the land when conditions youth (w. 30-35), His intention to punish the sinful inhabitants of
Jerusalem by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence

were again normal.

32:16-25 See section 5 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

(v. 36), and finally promises restoration to the land (vv. 37-44).

32:16-25 A prayer of Jeremiah expressing God’s omnipotence, 32:33 Rising up early: See note on 7:13.
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listened to receive instruction. 34But they | 342 in.
aset their abominationsin 'the housewhich | 77075 5 WORD . WEALTH
is called by My name, to defile it. 35And they g?sigﬁzk-
built the high places of Baal which areinthe | temple 33:3 call, qara’; Strong’s #7121: To call out to
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to “cause their | %35 2%% | someone; cry out; to address someone; to
sons and their daughters to pass through | 731195 ev. shout, or speak out, to proclaim. Qara’ ap-
the fire to "Molech, which I did not com- | 11:33.2 kin. pears more than 700 times in the Bible and of-

2310; Acts ten describes calling out loudly in an attempt

mand them, nor did it come into My mind
that they should do this abomination, to

cause Judah to sin. Jz%r:'&?:gi 10; 55:6; Joel 2:32). Sometimes qara’ means “to
36“Now therefore, thus says the LORD, the | %1%, | namesomething,” thatis, to call it by its name,
God of Israel, concerning this city of which | 3%16 as God did when He called the light Day and
you say, ‘It shall be delivered into the hand | “peut. 33:12. :2501322%54: #;ﬂ;{:g?;{g%ess‘mﬁ‘i‘gﬁé“'g
s 38 alJer. 24:7; i ”
of theking of Babylon by the s?v307rd, by the 420223133 | children; for example, Leah praised the Lord
fgmme, and by the pestilence: Behold, I EZLk‘ff-m-gi for the birth of her son, and “called his name
will “gather them out of all countries where |+see WW at Judah” (Gen. 29:35; cf. Gen. 21:31; Esth. 9:26).
I have driven them in My anger, in My fury, | ,oee . jor
and in great wrath; I will bring them back | 31:31; Ezek.
. . 37:26 bDeut.
to this place, and Iwill cause them to dwell | 31,5 [Ezek. m. DYNAMICS
*safely. 38They shall be “My people, and I |~ 3323
will be their God; 39then I will “give them #1Deut 0%~ 33:3 Divine Revelation and Spiritual War-
*one heart and one way, that they may fear | zepn. 317 | fare, FAITH'S WARFARE. God promised Jer-
Me forever, for the good of them and their | 246 emiah that if he would call to Him, not only
; ; 31:28; Amos would He answer him, but He would reveal
children after them. 40And “I will make an 42g :1\15 ]"g:yze to him “great and miglloty things” (emphasis
. . . aJer. 31:28;
everlasting covenant with them, that I_WIH ooen 81415 mine) that could not otherwise be known.
not turn away from doing them good; but | z;.;¢ 1726 | The word “mighty” (Heb. batsar) is better
b will put My fear in their hearts so that perd37. 11 rendered “isolated” or “inaccessible.” The
they will not depart from Me. 41Yes, T will | pepan e, suggestion is that God would give Jeremiah
rejoice over them to do them goodr and b1 = Negev “revelatjonal insightf" revealing thil:]gS that
will 'assuredly plant them in this land, with | cHAPTER 33 otherw1§e woulpl be [napce§,51ble orisolated.
all My heart and with all My soul’ 10Jer. 322, 3 Such “revelational insight” always has been
42“For th h (P h essential for a clear understanding of victori-
For thus says the LORD: “Justas T have ous spiritual warfare. One cannot pray effec-
brought all this great calamity on this peo- tively without insight into how to pray, as well
ple, so Iwill bring on them all the good that as into what things God truly longs for us to
I have promised them. 43And fields will be seek after in prayer. (2 Kin. 6:8-17/Prov. 3:5, 6) D.E.
bought in this land %of which you say, “It is . . W .
desolate, without man or beast; it has been prison, saying, 2“Thus says the LORD “who
given into the hand of the Chaldeans.” 44Men made it, the LORD who formed it to establish
will buy fields for money, sign deeds and it “(the' LORD is His name): 3%‘Call to Me, ®
seal them, and take witnesses, in %the land and ,I will answer you, and show you great
iamin. _ | 24,37 and 'mighty things, which you do not know.
of Bgn]amlp,_ in the placgs aroupq Jerusa- | 2. 3;75236 e Fo rgthsllls sags’ the Lé’RD the God of
lem, in the cities of Judah, in the cities of the | 1o:te} Amos ay: ] 0d |
mountains, in the cities of the lowland,and |y "> | Israel, concerning the houses of this city
in the cities of the 2South; for b will cause 3[‘;Psé ot 75]; and the houses of the kings of Judah, which
s. 55:6, 7] . -
their captives to return, says the LORD.” 2012 | have been pulled down to fortify against
P S . 42%%%%%1 . athe siege mounds and the sword: 5They
Excellence of the Restored Nation a4 Ezek | come to fight with the Chaldeans, but only
3 Moreover the word of the LORD | 25125 | to 4fill their places with the dead bodies of
came to Jeremiah a second time, 5J“§r*gq;f_37:_14: men whom I will slay in My anger and My
while he was still “shut up in the court of the | 325 fury, all forwhose wickedness I have hidden

32:35 Molech was the god of the Ammonites. See 49:1, 3 where
the text translates “Milcom”; Lev. 18:21; 20:2-5.

32:43, 44 The gesture of Jeremiah in buying his cousin’s field
was symbolic of normal conditions that would prevail after the
Exile when fields will be bought (see v. 15; 33:10, 12).

33:1-26 Two additional sayings are joined to the book of conso-

lation. Verses 1-13 are linked by the opening phrase (see 32:2)

and further develop the theme of 32:15. The final section (vv.

14-26) is a commentary on 23:5, 6.

33:1-3 Perhaps the contrast is intentional: Jeremiah’s power-

lessness and God’s powerfulness.

7:43 cJer. 7:31
37 aDeut. 30:3;

to get someone’s attention (Is. 58:1), or for call-
ing upon the Lord or upon His name (see Is.

33:3 See section 5 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

33:3 The positive assurance from God is that if we will call on
Him, He will answer us in ways that will astound us. See Ps.
4:3; 18:6; Matt. 7:7.

33:4 The houses of the people and king were often demol-
ished to secure material for strengthening the walls of the
city or to allow easier troop movement within the city. The
enemy built siege mounds to bring instruments of war up
to the city’s walls.
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(2) My face from this city. 6Behold, “Iwill bring | & aer. 30:17;

33:6-13 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

33:6-13 After punishment and repentance will come healing
(see 3:22; 30:17), the captives will return (v. 7) and be cleansed
of sin (v. 8), and the city will be a name of joy, a praise, and an
honor before all nations. See note on 30:1—33:26.

33:7, 8 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.
33:8-11 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

33:11 The reversal of previous statements of judgment (see
7:34; 16:9; 25:10).

33:14-26 The words of 23:5, 6 are repeated with slight variation
in w. 15, 16, and enlarged upon in wv. 17, 18 to include the
covenant with Levi as well. Having introduced the subject of
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15 ‘In those days and at that time

it health and *healing; Iwill heal themand |.¢"%55" 1o I will cause to grow up to David
*reveal to them the abundance of peace and ‘;ﬁ;ﬂiz%‘,@’w A9Branch of righteousness;
(3 truth. 7And %I will cause the captives of Ju- | 7aps. 85:1; Jer He shall execute judgment and
dah and the captives of Israel toreturn,and | 053244 righteousness in the earth.
(O will rebuild those places bas at the first. 81 ‘55.3?0932 3416? 16 In those days Judah will be *saved,
will “cleanse them from all their iniquity by | 2s;42:10: And Jerusalem will dwell safely.
which they have sinned against Me, and I | gane%i" ™ And this is the name by which she will
will pardon all their iniquities by which they | s. 44:22; Jer. be called:
. A 50:20; Ezek.
have sinned and by which they have trans- | 3s:25, 33; Mic. , ,
gressed against Me. 9°Then it shallbeto Me | [i%: 1% 7™ THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
aname of joy, a praise, and an honor before ol 18; 471 Jor 17“For thus says the LORD: ‘David shall
all nations of the earth, who shall hear all | 13:115is.605 = never@lack a man to sit on the throne of the
the good that I do to them; they shall bfear* “Sge M2t house of Israel; 18nor shall the @priests, the
and tremble forall the goodness andall the | 104e %245 | 1 evites, lack a man to Poffer burnt offerings
prosperity that I provide for it. 1692510, | before Me, to'kindle grain offerings, and to
10“Thus says the LORD: ‘Again thereshall | ¢, 65, | sacrifice continually””
. . _a 3 - 5: , ’
“be peard in this place of which you say, é Zcrgrs 51 ;fps_ )
It is desolate, without man and without | 13s+:1s. 124 | The Permanence of God’s Covenant
beast”—in the cities of Judah, in the streets | %712 19And the word of the LORD came to Jere-
of Jerusalem that are desolate, without man f f 611;(;7ﬁ<2eb miah, saying, 20“Thus says the LORD: ‘If you
and witl}out ir}habitant and. without beast, '‘sec ww at can break My covenant with the day and My
Tthe 4voice of joy and the voice of gladness, | {J,\*"." | covenant with the night, so that there will
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice | Mo 68.-See | notbe day and night in their season, 2ithen
. . . . WW at Ps. .
of thebride, the voice of those who will say: B aMy covenant may also be broken with Da-
dals, 65:10; .
b“Praise* the LORD of hosts, Ec?'i §1é241< vid My seryant, SO Fhat he shall nojc have
For the LORD is g0od, by son to reign on his mrc_JI'{e, and w1thathe
For His *mercy endures *forever’— , 3235); 3;52 21 Levites, the priests, My ministers. 22As %the
o i a2a4bev. | hostofheaven cannotbenumbered, northe
st esaiiest| T andorhesamesre ol oy
: . 14 aJer, 23:5; the descendants of David My servant and
cause the captives of the land to returnas | S350, | the cLevites who minister to Me. "
at g}fr gl‘St,' SaYSﬂtlheLLORD-f Hosts: @I thi o bekag | 23Moreover the word of the LORD came to
us says the LORD of hosts: “Inthis | 269 ™ | jeremiah, saying, 24“Have you not consid-
place which is desolate, without man and ered what these people have spoken, saying
without peast, and in all its cities, there 13::23? 11| “The two families which the LorD has cho-
shall again be a dwelling place of shepherds 5861213 | sen, He has also cast them off’? Thus they
i i i 16 'Heb. YHWH ’ g
C%[‘_lsm% ttl’l'e"' ﬂocl;s tolie (zﬁwnt ,'?’alnf ttﬁe Tsidier?u: ¢t | havedespised My people, as if they should
cities of the mountains, in the cities of the | Jer235.6 ' 1)) 110 he a nation before them.
lowlangd, in the cities of the South, in the | 7.4, 25“Thus says the LORD: If *My covenant is
i i i 17 @2 Sam. 7:16; :
}and Olf Ben]a(rin_m,ﬂlln tt.lt? plafc;s ;rl? utr;ld Tkin 24;Ps. | notwith dayand night, and if I have not bap-
ﬂf;lkssasig}i :nairllr:’ ass%rfizs) theu h:nas oe% 8 ke pointed the ordinances of heaven and earth,
him who ¢ ouits thI:’m " savs the LORD et | 26%thenTwill bast away the descendants of
1a'Behold. the days’aresc,oming ) sas;s the 18:1;248; Jacob and David My servant, so that I will
LORD, ‘that T will perform that good thing fﬁzn“‘iéi 5217, on 31257 blen 3015 Eoek, 3610, 11 o G651 Jo 3318
i i - 5:16; 1 Pet. 24 aNeh. 4:2-4; Esth. 3:6-8; Ps. 44:13, 14; 83:4; Ezek. 36:2
which I have promlsed to the house of Is 2:5,9; Re\? 25 “Gzn. 8:22; Jef 33:20 bPs. S74:16; 104:19 26 “jzr. 31:37
rael and to the house of Judah: 1:6] lburn bRom. 11:1, 2

the covenant, God illustrates the permanence of His covenant
with David and Levi.

33:15, 16 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

33:17 David shall never lack a man indicates the permanence
of the Davidic dynasty. Though there may not always be someone
ruling on the throne of Judah, his line will continue and even-
tually exercise permanent and enduring sovereignty. The angel
Gabriel made it clear to Mary that Jesus was the fulfillment of
this covenant (Luke 1:32).

33:20 My covenant with the day: See v. 25; Gen. 1:14-18; 8:22.

33:22 The Messiah is the fulfillment of the ultimate king and
priest of vv. 17, 18, but there is an additional fulfillment in the
multiplicity of kings and priests seen in Rev. 1:6; 5:10.
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not take any of his descendants to berulers | cHapTER34 | male and female slave—a Hebrew man or
over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, ;5525 | woman—bthat no one should keep a Jew-
and Jacob. For I will cause their captives 1351; 25525‘ tJer. | ishbrother in bondage. 10Now when all the
to return, and will have mercy on them.'” \ Ijéaré hzsge % princes and all the people, who had entered

a r. 36: .

. 12:0er. 2241, | into the covenant, heard that everyone
Zedekiah Warned b Y God . a2 . | should set free his male and female slaves,
3 ll- The word which came to Jeremial | o211 | that no one should keep them in bondage

from the LORD, “when Nebuchad-| (@¥, | | anymore, they obeyed and let them go. But

nezzar king of Babylon and all his army, Pall | s; Jer 217, afterward they changed their minds and

2 s 52:7-11 b2 Kin.

the kingdoms of the earth under his do-| 5557, ). " made the male and female slaves return,
minion, and all the people, fought agamst yad 89 | whom they had set free, and brought them
Jerusalem and all its cities, saying, 2“Thus smoun . | intosubjection as male and female slaves.
says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Go and | °51ioe'® | 12Therefore the word of the LORD came
;f_pea}f E’ Zedeklallll king °_f J u‘illalll ar;d t‘?ﬁ S to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 13“Thus
im, “Thus says the LorD: ‘Behold, "L will | 7e2kin. 1813 | says the LoRD, the God of Israel: T made a

give this city into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 3And
ayou shall not escape from his hand, but
shall surely be taken and delivered into
his hand; your eyes shall see the eyes of
the king of Babylon, he shall speak with
you bface’ to face, and you shall go to Bab-
ylon. ”’ 4Yet hear the word of the LORD,
0 Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says the
LORD concerning you: ‘You shall not die
by the sword. 5You shall die in peace; as in
athe ceremonies of your fathers, the former
kings who were before you, bso they shall
burn incense for you and ‘lament for you,
saying, “Alas, lord!” For I have pronounced

12

the word, says the LORD.

25:10.

19:8; 2 Chr.

34:14,17
*See WW at Lev.

9 aNeh. 5:11

blLev. 25:39-46

Acovenant with your fathers in the day that
Ibrought them out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage, saying, 14“At the
end of seven years let every man set free
his Hebrew brother, who 'has been sold to
him; and when he has served you six years,
you shall let him go free from you.” But your
fathers did not obey Me nor incline their
ear. 15Then you 'recently turned and did
what was right in My sight—every man
proclaiming liberty to his neighbor; and
you “made a covenant before Me ’in the
house which is called by My name. 16Then
you turned around and ?profaned My name,
and every one of you brought back his male

6Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all 138 “Exeft?z?s and female.slaves, whom you had set at lib-
these words to Zedekiah king of Judah inJe- Z7Je;3132 | €Ity at their pleasure, and brought them
rusalem, 7when the king of Babylon's army | 2310, Daut. back into subj’ectlon, to be your male and
fought against Jerusalem and all the cities 19?;221’O1r v fe?;i}‘;sélf:f?fe thus savs the LORD: ‘You
of Judah that were left, agaln§t;ach}s}1 and | jrmser 235 | have notobeved Me n 5; Iafmin lib ot
Azekah; for only %these fortified cities re-| Nen. 102 dave not obeyed Me In proclairming fiberty,
mained of the cities of Judah. :'332]110 Lt | every one to his brother and every one to
16 9Ex. 20:7; his neighbor. Behold, I proclaim liberty
Treacherous Treatment of Slaves Tty sess, | toyou, says the LORD—P‘to the sword, to
8This is the word that came to Jeremiah | 35 Esth. 710 pestilence, and to famine! And I will deliver
from the LORD, after King Zedekiah had | Matt.7:2; you to ‘trouble among all the kingdoms of
made a covenant with all the people who | $3:87 | the earth. 18And I will give the men who
were at Jerusalem to proclaim 4liberty* to fsz[-ﬂ%:g%% have transgressed My covenant, who have
them: 9that every man should set free his | 64;Jer 20:18 | not performed the words of the covenant

34:1—35:19 This historical appendix brings to a close the first
major division of the book (chs. 2-35).

34:1-7 While the city of Jerusalem was under siege (588 B.C.)
and most of the fortified cities of Judah had fallen, Zedekiah
is warned that he will be captured by the Babylonians but that
he later will have a peaceful death and proper funeral rites.
Additional dark details are given in 21:1-10, and the treatment
of Zedekiah is described in 52:8-11.

34:1 The kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar was extensive, and he
controlled an army made up of many nations (Ezek. 26:7).

34:3 Face to face: See 39:6, 7 for what his eyes shall see in
connection with seeing the king of Babylon.

34:7 Lachish and Azekah were both fortified by Rehoboam,
son of Solomon. Lachish, 44 kilometers (27 miles) southwest of
Jerusalem, was destroyed by Sennacherib in 701 B.C., and was
now under siege by Nebuchadnezzar. An ostracon, dating to this

period and found at the site, mentions both Lachish and Aze-

kah. Azekah is situated 17 kilometers (10% miles) northwest of
Lachish and about 29 kilometers (187% miles) west of Jerusalem.

34:8-22 Presumably the dire situation of the city under siege
led to a searching of heart by the people, and many concluded
that they had not acted properly toward their Hebrew slaves. The
slaves were freed, but later when conditions improved (perhaps
the temporary withdrawal of the Babylonian forces to face the
Egyptian army, see 37:5), many changed their minds and took
back their slaves.

34:8 Proclaim liberty: See Lev. 25:10 and note on Lev. 25:1-55.

34:9 Male and female slave: A Hebrew should be freed after
six years of labor (Ex. 21:2-11).

34:18 Cut the calf in two and passed between the parts of it:
The words made and cut come from the same root. To “make a
covenant” often involved an oath that called down curses on the
person if he failed to keep the covenant (see Gen. 31:44-53; Ruth
1:17; 1 Sam. 25:22) and that was symbolized by cutting an animal
in two and walking between the halves (see Gen. 15:10, 17).
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which they made before Me, when %they cut
the calf in two and passed between the parts
of it— 19the princes of Judah, the princes
of Jerusalem, the 'eunuchs, the priests, and
all the people of the land who passed be-
tween the parts of the calf— 201 will 4give
them into the hand of their enemies and
into the hand of those who seek their life.
Their ’dead bodies shall be for meat for the
birds of the heaven and the beasts of the
earth. 21And I will give Zedekiah king of Ju-
dah and his princes into the hand of their
enemies, into the hand of those who seek
their life, and into the hand of the king of
Babylon’s army which has gone back from
you. 224Behold, I will command, says the
LORD, ‘and cause them to return to this city.
They will fight against it band take it and
burn it with fire; and €I will make the cities
of Judah a desolation without inhabitant.”

The Obedient Rechabites
©)] 3 5 The word which came to Jeremiah
from the LORD in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
saying, 2“Go to the house of the “Rechabites,
speak to them, and bring them into the
house of the LORD, into one of ’the cham-
bers, and give them wine to drink.”

3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jere-
miah, the son of Habazziniah, his brothers
and all his sons, and the whole house of the
Rechabites, 4and I brought them into the
house of the LORD, into the chamber of the
sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, a man
of God, which was by the chamber of the
princes, above the chamber of Maaseiah
the son of Shallum, %the keeper of the 'door.
5Then I set before the sons of the house of
the Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups;
and I said to them, “Drink wine.”

6But they said, “We will drink no wine,
for 4Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father,
commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink 'no
wine, you nor your sons, forever. 7You shall
notbuild a house, sow seed, plant a vineyard,
nor have any of these; but all your days you

34:21 Which has gone back from you: The temporary with-
drawal of the Babylonian forces to confront the Egyptian army

(see 37:5).

35:1-19 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

35:1-9 The Rechabites were a nomadic religious order founded
by Jonadab the son of Rechab during the ninth century B.C. (see
2 Kin. 10:15, 23). They refrained from living in houses or using any
product from the grapevine. For 250 years they had maintained
the lifestyle imposed upon them by their founder. After Jeremiah
invites the Rechabites to drink wine and they refuse (Jer. 35:1-11),
he addresses the people and contrasts their disobedience to God’s
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18 9Gen. 15:10,
17

19 1Or officers

20 92 Kin.
25:19-21; Jer.
22:25 bDeut.
28:26; 1 Sam.
17:44, 46;
1 Kin. 14:11;
16:4; Ps. 79:2;
Jer. 7:33; 16:4;
19:7

21 aJer.
37:5-11;
39:4-7

22 ajer. 37:8,
10 bJer. 38:3;
39:1, 2, 8;52:7,
13 ¢Jer. 9:11;
44:2,6

CHAPTER 35
242 Sam. 4:2;
2 Kin. 10:15;
1Chr. 2:55
b1 Kin. 6:5, 8;
1Chr. 9:26, 33
42 Kin. 12:9;
25:18; 1 Chr.
9:18, 19 ILit.
threshold
692 Kin. 10:15,
23 bLev. 10:9;
Num. 6:2-4;
Judg. 13:7, 14;
Prov. 31:4;
Ezek. 44:21;
Luke 1:15

7 9EX. 20:12;
Eph.6:2,3

84[Prov. 1:8,
9;4:1,2,10;
6:20; Eph. 6:1;
Col. 3:20]

11 aJer. 4:5-7;
8:14

13 9ls. 28:9-12];
Jer. 6:10;
17:23; 32:33
llisten to

*See WW at Prov.

14 a2 Chr. 36:15
bJer. 7:13; 25:3
llisten to

15 aJer. 26:4,
5;29:19 Y[ls.
1:16,17);

Jer. 18:11;
25:5, 6; [Ezek.
18:30-32];

Acts 26:20 <Jer.
7:7;255,6

16 9[Heb. 12:9]

17 aProv. 1:24;
Is. 65:12; 66:4;
Jer. 7:13

shall dwell in tents, “that you maylive many
days in the land where you are sojourners.’
8Thus we have 2obeyed the voice of Jonadab
the son of Rechab, our father, in all that he
charged us, to drink no wine all our days,
we, our wives, our sons, or our daughters,
9nor to build ourselves houses to dwell in;
nor do we have vineyard, field, or seed. 10But
we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed and
done according to all that Jonadab our father
commanded us. 'But it came to pass, when
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up
into the land, that we said, ‘Come, let us “go
toJerusalem for fear of the army of the Chal-
deans and for fear of the army of the Syrians.
So we dwell at Jerusalem.”

12Then came the word of the LORD to
Jeremiah, saying, 13“Thus says the LORD
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Go and tell the
men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, “Will you not %receive *instruction
to 'obey My words?” says the LORD. 14“The
words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which
he commanded his sons, not to drink wine,
are performed; for to this day they drink
none, and obey their father’s command-
ment. But although I have spoken to you,
brising early and speaking, you did not 'obey
Me. 15T have also sent to you all My %servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, Turn now everyone from his
evilway, amend your doings, and do not go
after other gods to serve them; then you will
¢dwell in the land which I have given you
and your fathers. But you have not inclined
your ear, nor obeyed Me. 16Surely the sons of
Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed
the commandment of their 4father, which
he commanded them, but this people has
not obeyed Me.”’

17“Therefore thus says the LORD God of
hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will bring
onJudah and on all the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem all the doom that I have pronounced
against them; %because I have spoken to
them but they have not heard, and I have
called to them but they have not answered.”

35:1 In the days of Jehoiakim: The mention of Babylonian
(Chaldean) and Syrian armies (v. 11) suggests a date of 601 B.C.

35:2 House of the Rechabites: See v. 18. Since the Rechabites

commands with the Rechabites’ faithfulness to the commands

of their human ancestor (vv. 12-17). He closes the chapter with

an address to the Rechabites and promises continued existence

for their faithfulness.

were nomadic and disdained houses, the use of “house” here
means “members of a clan or community.”

35:3 Jaazaniah’s father is a Jeremiah other than the prophet.

35:7 The prohibition against drinking wine was accompanied
also by a command not to build a house, sow seed, or plant
a vineyard. All of these were, to them, symbols of an agrarian
and urban culture, which endangered the purity of the worship
of the Lord.

35:14 Rising early: See note on 7:13.
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18And Jeremiah said to the house of the | 194x. 20:12); | Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
Rechabites, “Thus says the LORD of hosts,  [liesse | in the ninth month, that they proclaimed
the God of Israel: ‘Because you have obeyed | Eph-6:2.3] a *fast before the LORD to all the people
the commandment of Jonadab your father, cHapTer3e | in Jerusalem, and to all the people who
and kept all his precepts and done accord- | ' onzs . = came from the cities of Judah to Jerusa-
ing to all that he commanded you, 9there- \igf-f%; ﬁ y lem. 10Then Barucp rgad from the book
fore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 2;!3._ é;:;c; I':E.zseh. the words of Jeremiah in the house of the

Israel: “Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not

lack a man to “stand before Me forever.

bJer. 30:2; Hab.
2:2 ¢Jer. 25:15

LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son
of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court

sZJee\rnﬁvsft at the %entry of the New Gate of the LORD’s
The Scroll Read in the Temple ;D319 house, in the 'hearing of all the people.
Now it came to pass in the fourth | Ezek 123 .

3 year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, | 1ot e The Scroll Rt?ad l'" the Palace .
king of Judah, that this word came to Jere- 557 Jer 165 "When Michaiah the son of Gemariah,
miah from the LORD, saying: 2“Take adscroll | a%er.a212 | the son of Shaphan, heard all the words
ofabook and bwrite* on itall thewords that | 7. ‘51"t of the LORD frgm,the book, 12he then went
I have spoken to you against Israel, against sifls rrqo;g; _ down to the king’s house, 1ntp the scrlbe‘s
Judah, and against call the nations, from the gg%ﬁ?f Acts Eham‘t;gg Eﬁld thill;e all t‘lge Iglrllq(;;vtrlclere sit-
day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah m} moutn | g LS arkr,1a ¢ Scribe, beal eson
even to this day. 3It “may be that the house of Sher_nalah, Elnathan the son of j}chbor,
of Judah will hear all the adversities which Gemariah the'son of Shaphan, _Zedekiah the
I purpose to bring upon them, that every- son of Hananlah, andall the princes. 1¥Then
one may bturn from his evil way, that T may Michaiah declared to them all the words
forgive their iniquity and their sin.” that h.e had hea]fd when Baruch read the

4Then Jeremiah “called Baruch‘the son book in the hgarmg of the people. WThere-
of Neriah; and *Baruch wrote on a scroll of fore all .the princes sent Jehu@1 the son of
a book, 'at the instruction of Jeremiah, all Nethanlfi h, the son of Sl'leler“mah, t.he son
the wofds of the LorD which He had spoicen of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, "Take in your
to him. 5And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, pand the sgroll from which you have rf ad

o " g ’ in the hearing of the people, and come.” So

saying, “Iam confined, I cannot go into the Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in
house of the LORD. 6Y0}1 g0, therefore,_ and his hand and came to them. 15And they said
read fr(?m the s§roll which you have written to him, “Sit down now, and read it in our
at my instruction, the words of the LORD, hearing” So Baruch read it in their hearing.
in the hearing of the people in the LORD’s 16Now it happened, when they had heard
house on “the day of fasting. And you shall all the words, that they looked in fear from
also read them in the hearing of all Judah one to another, and said to Baruch, “We
who come from their cities. 7It may be that will surely tell the king of all these words.”
they will present their supplication before 17And they asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us
the LORD, and everyone will turn from his now, how did you write all these words—'at
evil way. For great is the anger and the fury his instruction?”
that the LORD has pronounced against this 18So Baruch answered them, “He pro-
people.” 8And Baruch the son of Neriah did 9J’§:eSYgW at | claimed with his mouth all these words to
according to all that Jeremiah the prophet | 10aer26:10 | me, and I wrote them with ink in the book.”
commanded him, reading from the book | 454557 19Then the princes said to Baruch, “Go
the words of the LORD in the LORD’s house. 17‘”,3{- Zij,ﬁZhiS and hide, you and Jeremiah; and let no one

9Now it came to pass in the fifth year of | moutn know where you are.”

36:1—45:5 The trials, suffering, and persecution of Jeremiah.
36:1 Fourth year: 605 B.C. See 25:1; 46:2.
36:2 Scroll: See note on 30:2.

36:3 A theme emphasized again and again is that if the people
repent and turn from their evil way, then God will relent and not
bring the evil He has promised. Most often when God deals with
His people, punishment is meant to be remedial, not punitive.
Eventually, however, when God’s mercy and grace are constantly
rejected, judgment must fall.

36:4 Baruch: See note on 32:12. This verse indicates that Baruch
was responsible for the written text of Jeremiah, and he may
have been the editor for the final text.

36:5 1 am confined: Why Jeremiah was barred from the temple
is unknown, but it may be because of his previous ministry at
the temple (see 7:2-15; 20:1, 2; 26:2-6).

36:6 The day of fasting: Large crowds would be at the temple on
a day of fasting. The fast was proclaimed in times of emergency
and was not a fixed event (see v. 9).

36:9 The fifth year and ninth month is December 604 B.C.

36:10 Shaphan the scribe: A friend of Jeremiah (see 26:24;
29:3; 2 Kin. 22:3) and father of Ahikam, Elasah, and Gemariah.

36:11-19 After Michaiah heard Baruch read the scroll and
asked him to read it again to some nobles, they were impressed
and wanted to inform Jehoiakim. Sensing an unfavorable re-
sponse from the king, they suggested Jeremiah and Baruch
go into hiding.

36:12 Elnathan: See note on 26:22.

36:18 This is the only time ink is mentioned in the OT.
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The King Destroys Jeremiah’s Scroll 22 &udg. 320; for their iniquity; and I will bring on them,
mos 3: . .
20And they went to the king, into the | 2a4ps.36; | On the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and on
court; but they stored the scroll in the | 33,27, | themen ofJudahall the doom that I have
chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told | 84 2Sam. pronounced against them; but they did not
all the words in the hearing of the king. | 2127,2kn. | need”’” _
2150 the king sent Jehudi to bring the 11,2221 | 32Then Jeremiah took another scroll and
scroll, and he took it from Elishama the | Jn3e =~~~ gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Ne-
scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in | “yer27.1s. - | Iiah, who wrote on it 'at the instruction of
the hearing of the king and in the hear- | 26/Orsonof Jeremiah all the words of the book which
g g Hammelech o .8 . B
ing of all the princes who stood beside the | 27 Lit. from Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the
King. 22Now the king was sitting in 9the Jorermigh's fire. And besides, there were added to them
winter house in the ninth month, with | #3223 | many similar words.
a fire burning on the hearth before him. | 269~ Vi
23And it happened, when Jehudi had read | % jorso70 Zedekiah’s Vqln I;Iop €
three or four columns, that the king cut it | 31'Lit seed 3 Now King “Zedekiah the son of Jo-
with the scribe’s knife and cast it into the siah reigned instead of Coniah the
fire that was on the hearth, until all the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar
scroll was consumed in the fire that was king of Babylon made king in the land of
on the hearth. 24Yet they were not afraid, Judah. 29But neither he nor his servants
nor did they Ptear their garments, the king nor the people of the land gave heed to the
nor any of his servants who heard all these words of the LORD which He spoke by the
words. 25Nevertheless Elnathan, Delaiah, prophetJeremiah.
and Gemariah *implored the king not to 3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the
burn the scroll; but he would not listen S?I;{Of Shﬁlﬁmﬂllahf a'ndt“Zte[;lIiamah t}?ets;’n
to them. 26And the king commanded Je- of Maaselan, the priest, to the prophet Jer-
rahmeel 'the king’s son, Seraiah the son of emiah, saying, °“Pray now to the LORD our
Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to God for us.” “Now Jeremiah was coming
seize Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the and going among the people, for they had
prophet, but the LORD hid them. not yet puthim in prison. 5Then “Pharaoh’s
army came up from Egypt; and when the
Jeremiah Rewrites the Scroll Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem
27Now after the king had burned the i heard news of them, they departed from
scroll with the words which Baruch had | “jeremians | Jerusalem.
written 'at the instruction of Jeremiah, the o 6Then the word of the LORD came to the
word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying: 13?Q_PT531§_7 prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7“Thus says the
28“Take yet another scroll, and write onitall | '1cn 315 | LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Thus you shall say
; - " S0t0: . .
the former words that were in the first scroll | 2673610 | to the king of Judah, %who sent you to Me
which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has | 2e2kin.24:19, | to inquire of Me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s army
burned. 29And you shall say to Jehoiakim | agee: which has come up to help you will return
king of Judah, ‘Thus says the LoRD: “You | ,Prov2%12 | to Egypt, to their own land. 8?And the Chal-
have burned this scroll, saying, “Why have 2025 5123264 deans shall come back and fight against this
in. 13:6;

youwritten in it that the king of Babylon will
certainly come and destroy this land, and
cause man and beast to ’cease from here?’”
30Therefore thus says the LORD concerning
Jehoiakim king of Judah: ¢“He shall have
no one to sit on the throne of David, and

17:15

17:17

Jer. 42:2; Acts
8:24

502 Kin, 24:7;
Jer. 37:7; Ezek.

7 9s. 36:6; Jer.
21:2; Ezek.

842 Chr. 36:19;

city, and take it and burn it with fire.”’ 9Thus
says the LORD: ‘Do not deceive yourselves,
saying, “The Chaldeans will surely depart
from us,” for they will not depart. 109For
though you had defeated the whole army
of the Chaldeans who fight against you, and

his dead body shall be bcast out to the heat | 55 &% there remained only wounded men among
of the day and the frost of the night. 311 will |256=§§¢137§: Lo them, they would rise up, every man in his
punish him, his 'family, and his servants | 2145 | tent,and burn the city with fire.”

36:20-26 Being informed about the content of the scroll, the

ruled only three months and was taken captive to Babylon (see

king ordered it to be brought and read. After every three or four 2 Kin. 24:8, 12, 15). Body shall be cast out: His punishment

columns were read, the king cut them off and burned them.
36:23 In stark contrast with the action of King Josiah, who

tore his garments when he heard the Word of God read (2 Kin.

22:11—23:3; 23:21-24), Jehoiakim tore the scroll and tried to
destroy God’s Word.

36:27-32 After the destruction of the scroll by Jehoiakim, Jere-

miah is instructed to take yet another scroll and write all the
former words with additional comments for Jehoiakim.

36:30 No one to sit on the throne of David: His son Jehoiachin

because he cast the scroll into the fire (Jer. 36:23; 22:18, 19).

37:1 Zedekiah was the third son of Josiah to reign as king.
His appointment fulfilled the prophecy of 36:30 concerning
Jehoiakim, his brother.

37:3 Pray now: See 21:1; 34:21, 22. The request may have been
to make the temporary reprieve (v. 5) permanent.

37:7 Pharaoh’s army was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar (see
Ezek. 30:21-26) and did return to Egypt.
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Jeremiah Imprisoned waaie | wasgone. Thus Jeremiah remained in the
NAnd it happened, when the army of | vat 2135 | court of the prison.
the Chaldeans left the siege of Jerusalem | oo 3925 Jeremiah in the Dunaeon
for fear of Pharaoh’s army, 12that Jeremiah 18:26; Jer._ .g
went out of Jerusalem to go into the land | 51 3 Now Shephatiah the son of I‘;Iattan',
of Benjamin to claim his property there | }5:%3%° Gedaliah the son 05 Pashhur, “Jucal
among the people. 13And when he was | 25:4-7; Jer the son qf Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son
in the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the | ja15, 35 | OfMalchiah ‘heard the words that Jeremiah
guard was there whose name was Irijah | ,|7/*2) | hadspokento al}z:the people, saying, 2*Thus
the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hana-| 31328 | Sdy$ the LORD: “’He who remains in this
niah; and he seized Jeremiah the prophet, o sa.45 | ity Shall die by the sword, by famine, and
saying, “You are defecting to the Chal- by pestilence; but he who goes over to the
deans!” Chaldeans shall live; his life shall be as a
WThen Jeremiah said, “False! I am not prize to him, and he shall live.’ 3Thus says
defecting to the Chaldeans.” But he did not the LORD: @‘This city shall surely be “given
listen to him. into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army,
So Irijah seized Jeremiah and brought which shall take it _ .
him to the princes. 15Therefore the princes 4Therefore the princes said to the king, ®)
were angry with Jeremiah, and they struck “Please, %let this man be put to death, for
him “and put him in prison in the bhouse thus he 'weakens the hands of the men of
of Jonathan the scribe. For they had made war who remain in this city, and the hands
that the prison. of all the people, by speaking such words
16When Jeremiah entered “the dungeon to them. For this man does not seek the
and the cells, and Jeremiah had remained 2welfare of this people, but their harm.”
there many days, 7then Zedekiah the king 5Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he
sent and took him out. The king asked him is in your hand. For the king can do nothing
secretly in his house, and said, “Is there any against you.” 6280 they took Jeremiah and
word from the LORD?” cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah 'the
And Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he king’s son, which was in the court of the
said, “You shall be “delivered into the hand prison, and they let Jeremiah down with
of the king of Babylon!” ropes. And in the dungeon there was no wa-
18Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zed- ter, but mire. So Jeremiah sank in the mire.
ekiah, “What offense have I committed 7%Now Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, one of
against you, against your servants, or the 'eunuchs, who was in the king'’s house,
against this people, that you have put me heard that they had put Jeremiah in the
in prison? 19Where now are your prophets dungeon. When the king was sitting at the
who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king | cuaprerss | Gate of Benjamin, 8Ebed-Melech went out
of Babylon will not come against you or | '3 573 ;j:eg of the king’s house and spoke to the king,
against thisland’? 20Therefore please hear | Uehucal Jer. | saying: 9“Mylord the king, these men have
now, O my lord the king. Please, let my pe- 2%;3,_ 219 done evil in all that they have done to Jere-
3 ajer. 21:10;

tition be accepted before you, and do not
make me return to the house of Jonathan
the scribe, lest I die there.”

32:3 bJer. 34:2
4aJer. 26:11 1Is
discouraging

miah the prophet, whom they have cast into
the dungeon, and he is likely to die from
hunger in the place where he is. For there is

2\Well-being; lit.
2Then Zedekiah the king commanded | feeace | nomorebread in the city.” 10Then the king
that they should commit Jeremiah %to the 'Lam'. 3:55 commanded Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian,
court of the prison, and that they should = %37, | saying, “Take from here thirty men with

give him daily a piece of bread from the
bakers’ street, buntil all the bread in the city

37:11-21 While attempting to leave Jerusalem to claim his
property during a brief lifting of the siege (v. 12), Jeremiah was
seized (v. 13) and put . . . in prison (v. 15).

37:13 You are defecting: The charge of Irijah was justified
because Jeremiah had advocated surrender to the Babylonians

(21:9; 38:2) and many had already defected (38:19; 39:9; 52:15).

37:15 They struck him: See note on 20:2.
37:16 The dungeon and the cells: The place of confinement

was an underground dungeon, probably converted from a cistern.

37:17-21 The king secretly interviewed Jeremiah to find sup-
port for his revolt, but he was disappointed (see 21:1). He did,

however, change Jeremiah’s place of imprisonment (v. 21; 32:2)
and provided him with food until the city fell.

7 aJer. 39:16 '0Or
officers
9 aJer. 37:21

you, and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the
dungeon before he dies.” 1So Ebed-Melech

38:1-13 Jeremiah continually advocated surrender, and this
was seen as dangerous to the pro-Egyptian counselors Gedaliah

... Jucal (Jehucal of 37:3), and Pashhur (21:1), who asked the

king to put him to death. Jeremiah was placed in a cistern and
left to die, but was rescued by Ebed-Melech, a royal official
(eunuch) to the king.

38:4-13 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

38:7 The king was sitting at the Gate of Benjamin to hear
complaints and to litigate cases. This gave Ebed-Melech access;
he had a complaint.

38:10 Thirty reads “three” in some Hebrew manuscripts. If thirty
is correct, perhaps they were needed for protection.
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took the men with him and went into the | 13anen.325; | king of Babylon’s princes, and those women
house of the king under the treasury, and | %72 | shall say:

took from there old clothes and old rags, and
let them down by ropes into the dungeon

to Jeremiah. 12Then Ebed-Melech the Ethio- | 77

pian said to Jeremiah, “Please put these old | 15 57:16; Zech. And thev have Zturned < n
clothes and rags under your armpits, under 17;2’55 iy nd they have “turned away again.
the ropes.” And Jeremiah did so. 1380 they |}, 202¥12 | 23'Sg they shall surrender all your wives
pulled Jeremiah up with ropes and lifted | goout ' and“children to the Chaldeans. *You shall
. . ajer. 4,
him out of the dungeon. And Jeremiah re- | a4t g0 | not escape from their hand, but shall be
mained “%n the court of the prison. 1ome 300 | taken by the hand of the king of Babylon.
s, I . v18am.31:4 | Apqd you shall cause this city to be burned
Ze?quIgah; f-;;zak;ts grt)}cli Jl(»;“remlalflt S Agll)llcg 20 1&?@205% .| with fire’”
Je remg;l t;ee ;?) hei b;gi s}elf[l t(E)lIIllimaat 22 1Jer 810 24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let
the third entralrl)ce gf the hou;ge of the LORD 10 one know of these words, and you shall
. : o T ) el not die. 25But if the princes hear that I have
And the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask talked with you, and they come to you and
yog;g?elf;ligﬁgé g:idteonggggﬁ;ﬁq}l?f 'd e- say toyou, ‘]?eclare tousnowwhat you haYe
clare it to you, will you not surely put me said to the king, E?.nd fﬂso what theking sa!d
to death? And if I give you advice, you will to you; do not hide it from us, and we will
not listen to me.” not put you to death, 26then you shall say to
1680 Zedekiah the king swore secretly to them, “I presented my request before the
Jeremiah, saying, “As the LORD lives, *who king, that he would not make me return to
made our very souls, I will not put you to Jonathan's house to die there.” )
death, nor will I give you into the hand of 2rThen all the princes came to Jeremiah
these men who seek your life.” and asked him. And he told thgm according
17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus to alhthdesse V‘{[%rds tthat thg klngkt}ad CQ?;I'
says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of manded. 50 they stopped speaking wi
Israel: ‘TIf you surely 4surrender’ to the king him, for the conversation had not been
of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall heard. 28Now “Jeremiah remained in the (4)
live; this city shall not be burned with fire, | Ormised court of the prison until the day that Jeru-
K . Deserted you
and you and your house shall live. 18But if | 23 aJer. 39:6; salem was taken. And he was there when
you do not 'surrender to the king of Bab-  %gs° | Jerusalem was taken.
lon'’s princes, then this city shall be given | 26 “Jer. 37:20
g,nto thpe hand of the Chaldtgans; theygshall e ssy | The Fall of Jerusalem .
burn it with fire, and ®you shall not escape | sy 2" 39 In the “ninth year of Zedekiah
from their hand.” CHAPTER 36 king of Judgh, in the tenth month,
19And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, | 1 kin. Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all
“I am afraid of the Jews who have @defected | 231-12Je- | his army came against Jerusalem, and be-
) N 52:4; Ezek. . . a .
to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver meinto | 2i1.2_ sieged it. 2In the “eleventh year of Zedekiah,
their hand, and they Pabuse me.” wiywaiwas | 10 the fourth month, on the ninth day of the
20But Jeremiah said, “They shall not de- | ,5zaced month, the 'city was penetrated.
liver you. Please, obey the voice of the LORD | 3817 Atite, 3aThen all the princes of the king of Bab-
which I speak to you. So it shall be awell | Speer’,or® | ylon came in and sat in the Middle Gate:
with you, and your soul shall live. 21But if ;r; g;g\l ﬁ%eavop Nergal-Sharezer, Samgar-Nebo, Sarsechim,
you refuse to 'surrender, this is the word Gommander: | 'Rabsaris, Nergal-Sarezer, ZRabmag, with
that the LORD has shown me: 22'Nowbehold, | , 2% | therestof the princes of the king of Babylon.
4 92 Kin. 25:4;
all the ‘women who are left in the king of 15, 30:16; Jer 4480 it was, when Zedekiah the king of
Judah’s house shall be surrendered to the | 2:14 Judah and all the men of war saw them, that

38:14-28 Zedekiah again sent for Jeremiah, who still advo-

cated surrender. Zedekiah was afraid of those who had already
defected and afraid of his court officials, so he continued to
vacillate in his decision.

38:27 What exactly Jeremiah said is unknown other than it was
tempered by (according to) the king’s stipulations. What can be
assumed is that Jeremiah would not have lied; however, this
does not preclude being wise in wording and omitting things.

38:28 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of Jer.

39:1 The ninth year and tenth month was January 15, 588 B.C.
(see 52:4; 2 Kin. 25:1).

24:27; 28:16,
30
14 aJer. 21:1, 2;

16 aNum. 16:22;

“Your close friends have 'set upon you
And prevailed against you;
Your feet have sunk in the mire,

39:2 The city fell on July 18, 586 B.C. (see 52:5, 6; 2 Kin. 25:2,
3). Some scholars, using a different calculation, place the fall
of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.

39:3 The Babylonian officers constituted a military court or
government. There are only three men named: Nergal-Sharezer
of Samgar-Nebo, Sarsechim the Rabsaris, and Nergal-Sarezer
the Rabmag (Nergal-Sharezer, v. 13). A contemporary Babylo-
nian inscription cites Nergal-Sharezer as governor of Sin-magir
(Samgar). “Rabsaris” is a title, a high official. “Rabmag” is a high
officer of some kind.

39:4 Plain: The Arabah, a broad valley extending from the Dead
Sea to the Red Sea. Jericho is a major city in the Arabah.



they fled and went out of the city by night,
by way of the king’s garden, by the gate be-
tween the two walls. And he went out by
way of the 'plain. 5But the Chaldean army
pursued them and “overtook Zedekiah in
the plains of Jericho. And when they had
captured him, they brought him up to Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon, to ’Riblah in
the land of Hamath, where he pronounced
judgment on him. 6Then the king of Bab-
ylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his
aeyes in Riblah; the king of Babylon also
killed all the bnobles of Judah. 7Moreover
%he put out Zedekiah'’s eyes, and bound
him with bronze fetters to carry him off
to Babylon. 8And the Chaldeans burned
the king'’s house and the houses of the peo-
ple with bfire, and broke down the ‘walls
of Jerusalem. 99Then Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard carried away captive
to Babylon the remnant of the people who
remained in the city and those who tde-
fected to him, with the rest of the people
who remained. 10But Nebuzaradan the cap-
tain of the guard left in the land of Judah the
apoor people, who had nothing, and gave
them vineyards and fields 'at the same time.

Jeremiah Goes Free

Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebu-
zaradan the captain of the guard, saying,
12“Take him and look after him, and do him
no “harm; but do to him just as he says to
you.” 13So Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard sent Nebushasban, Rabsaris, Nergal-
Sharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Bab-
ylon’s chief officers; 4then they sent some-
one %to take Jeremiah from the court of the
prison, and committed him ¥to Gedaliah
the son of ¢Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
that he should take him home. So he dwelt
among the people.

15Meanwhile the word of the LORD had
come to Jeremiah while he was shut up in
the court of the prison, saying, 16“Go and
speak to “Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, say-
ing, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel: “Behold, I will bring My words upon
this city for adversity and not for good, and
they shall be performed in that day before
you. 7But I will deliver you in that day,” says
the LoRD, “and you shall not be given into
the hand of the men of whom you are afraid.
18For I will surely deliver you, and you shall

1051

410r Arabah;
the Jordan
Valley

5aJer. 21:7;
32:4;38:18, 23
b2 Kin. 23:33;
Jer. 52:9,
26,27

6 aDeut. 28:34
bJer. 34:19-21

7 %2 Kin. 25:7;
Jer. 52:11;
Ezek. 12:13
Ichains

842 Kin. 25:9;
Jer. 38:18;
52:13 bJer.
21:10 €2 Kin.
25:10; Neh.
1:3; Jer. 52:14

9 @2 Kin. 258,
11,12, 20 bJer.
38:19

10 aJer. 40:7 ILit.
on that day

12aJer. 1:18,19;

15:20, 21

14 aJer. 38:28
bJer. 40:5
€2 Kin. 22:12,
14; 2 Chr.
34:20; Jer.

26:24

16 aJer. 38:7, 12
bJer. 21:10;
[Dan. 9:12;
Zech. 1:6]

18 aJer. 21:9;
45:5 b1 Chr.
5:20; Ps.
37:40; [Jer.
17:7,8]

CHAPTER 40
1 aJer. 39:9, 11
24Jer. 50:7
3 aDeut. 29:24,

25; Jer. 50:7;
Dan. 9:11;
[Rom. 2:5]

4 aJer. 39:12
bGen. 20:15
1Or are

5aJer. 39:14
b2 Kin. 25:22;
Jer. 41:10

6 2Jer. 39:14

JEREMIAH 40:6

not fall by the sword; but 2your life shall
be as a prize to you, because you have put

'

your trust in Me,” says the LORD.

Jeremiah with Gedaliah the Governor
ll- O The word that came to Jeremiah
from the LORD “after Nebuzaradan

the captain of the guard had let him go from
Ramah, when he had taken him bound in
chains among all who were carried away
captive from Jerusalem and Judah, who
were carried away captive to Babylon.

2And the captain of the guard took Jere-
miah and %said to him: “The LORD your God
has pronounced this doom on this place.
3Now the LORD has brought it, and has done
just as He said. “Because you people have
sinned against the LORD, and not obeyed
His voice, therefore this thing has come
upon you. 4And now look, I free you this
day from the chains that 'were on your hand.
a1f it seems good to you to come with me to
Babylon, come, and I will look after you. But
if it seems wrong for you to come with me
to Babylon, remain here. See, Pall the land
is before you; wherever it seems good and
convenient for you to go, go there.”

5Now while Jeremiah had not yet gone
back, Nebuzaradan said, “Go back to “Geda-
liah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
bwhom the king of Babylon has made gov-
ernor over the cities of Judah, and dwell
with him among the people. Or go wherever
it seems convenient for you to go.” So the
captain of the guard gave him rations and
agift and let him go. 64Then Jeremiah went
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, to °Mizpah,

WORD . WEALTH

40:4 free, patach; Strong'’s #6605: To open,
open wide, loosen; set free, release, untie,
unshackle, liberate. This verb occurs about
150 times. Often referring to opening one’s
hand, eyes, or mouth, or opening a book, door,
gate, or window, occasionally, patach means
“to free or loose” (Ps.102:20). The related noun
petach, “door,” “gate” or “entrance,” is ap-
plied to the door of the tabernacle and the
entrance to a house, cave, or city. Hosea 2:15
promises that the Valley of Achor (trouble)
will be renamed the door of hope, or petach
tiquah. In the present reference, great free-
dom was granted to Jeremiah through the
release from all his chains.

39:5 Riblah in the land of Hamath: A city on the Orontes River 39:16 See 38:7—13 for what is being rewarded here.

in Syria, 56 kilometers (35 miles) northeast of Baalbek and south

of Kadesh (see 52:9; 2 Kin. 25:6).
39:13 See note on v. 3.
39:14 Gedaliah the son of Ahikam: See note on 26:24.

40:6 Mizpah: A city 12 kilometers (7 miles) north of Jerusalem

on the Benjamin plateau near Geba and Ramabh, it became
the capital of Judah for a short time after the destruction of
Jerusalem.



JEREMIAH 40:7

and dwelt with him among the people who
were left in the land.

7aAnd when all the captains of the armies
who were in the fields, they and their men,
heard that the king of Babylon had made
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in
the land, and had committed to him men,
women, children, and Ythe poorest of the
land who had not been carried away captive
to Babylon, 8then they came to Gedaliah at
Mizpah—@Ishmael the son of Nethaniah,
bjohanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah,
Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, the sons
of Ephai the Netophathite, and ¢Jezaniah’
the son of a “Maachathite, they and their
men. 9And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan, took an oath before them
and their men, saying, “Do not be *afraid
to serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land
and *serve the king of Babylon, and it shall
be *well with you. 10As for me, Iwill indeed
dwell at Mizpah and serve the Chaldeans
who come to us. But you, gather wine and
summer fruit and oil, put them in your ves-
sels, and dwell in your cities that you have
taken.” NLikewise, when all the Jews who
were in Moab, among the Ammonites, in
Edom, and who were in all the countries,
heard that the king of Babylon had left a
remnant of Judah, and that he had set over
them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, 12then all the Jews %returned
out of all places where they had been driven,
and came to theland of Judah, to Gedaliah
at Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer
fruit in abundance.

13Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah
and all the captains of the forces that were
in the fields came to Gedaliah at Mizpah,
l4and said to him, "“Do you certainly know
that ?Baalis the king of the Ammonites has
sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to mur-
der you?” But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam
did not *believe them.

15Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke
secretly to Gedaliah in Mizpah, saying, “Let
me go, please, and I will kill Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah, and no one will know it. Why
should he murder you, so that all the Jews
who are gathered to you would be scattered,
and the %remnant in Judah perish?”
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16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to
Johanan the son of Kareah, “You shall not
do this thing, for you speak falsely concern-
ing Ishmael.”

Insurrection Against Gedaliah
ll- Now it came to pass in the seventh
month 9that Ishmael the son of

Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal
family and of the officers of the king, came
with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
at bMizpah. And there they ate bread to-
gether in Mizpah. 2Then Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were
with him, arose and “%struck Gedaliah the
son of bAhikam, the son of Shaphan, with
the sword, and killed him whom the king
of Babylon had made ¢governor over the
land. 3Ishmael also struck down all the Jews
who were with him, that is, with Gedaliah at
Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were found
there, the men of war.

4And it happened, on the second day af-
ter he had killed Gedaliah, when as yet no
one knew it, 5that certain men came from
Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria,
eighty men “with their beards shaved and
their clothes torn, having cut themselves,
with *offerings and incense in their hand,
to bring them to bthe house of the LORD.
6Now Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went
out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping
as he went along; and it happened as he
met them that he said to them, “Come to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!” 7So it was,
when they came into the midst of the city,
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah %killed
them and cast them into the midst of a 'pit,
he and the men who were with him. 8But
ten men were found among them who said
to Ishmael, “Do not kill us, for we have trea-
sures of wheat, barley, oil, and honey in the
field.” So he desisted and did not kill them
among their brethren. 9Now the 'pit into
which Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies
of the men whom he had slain, because of
Gedaliah, was %the same one Asa the king
had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel.
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with
the slain. 10Then Ishmael carried away cap-
tive all the “rest of the people who were in

40:10 Gather wine and summer fruit and oil: Grapes, figs, in good faith (see Gen. 19:2-8; Judg. 19:22-24). This breach of
and olives are part of the summer fruit, usually harvested in etiquette is cited in other places (see Judg. 4:21; 2 Sam. 13:28,
29; and perhaps Ps. 41:9).

41:5-7 These eighty men would have been mourning the de-
. struction of Jerusalem, bringing offerings to what little was left
41:1 In the seventh month, just two months after the fall of of the temple. Ishmael’s motive for murdering them is uncertain
Jerusalem, Gedaliah was assassinated. Since the year is not given, unless it is for their goods, but the massacre was accomplished
this can only be an assumption; and some think the events by pretending to join in their sorrow.

August and September.
41:1-3 See 2 Kin. 25:25.

related need a much longer time, perhaps even several years.
Ate bread together: A host was duty bound by customary law to

41:7 A pit: A cistern was a handy place to dispose of bodies.

protect his guests, and the guests were obligated to reciprocate 41:9 Asa was an earlier king of Judah. See 1 Kin. 15.



Mizpah, Pthe king's daughters and all the
people who remained in Mizpah, ‘whom
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had
committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.
And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried
them away captive and departed to go over
to Ythe Ammonites.

NBut when 4Johanan the son of Kareah
and all the captains of the forces that were
with him heard of all the evil that Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah had done, 12they took
all the men and went to fight with Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah; and they found him
by %the great pool that is in Gibeon. 13So
it was, when all the people who were with
Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the captains of the forces who were
with him, that they were glad. 4Then all the
people whom Ishmael had carried away
captive from Mizpah turned around and
came back, and went to Johanan the son of
Kareah. 15But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah
escaped from Johanan with eight men and
went to the Ammonites.

16Then Johanan the son of Kareah, and
all the captains of the forces that were with
him, took from Mizpah all the %rest of the
people whom he had recovered from Ish-
mael the son of Nethaniah after he had
murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam—
the mighty men of war and the women
and the children and the eunuchs, whom
he had brought back from Gibeon. 7And
they departed and dwelt in the habitation
of aChimham, which is near Bethlehem, as
they went on their way to PEgypt, 18because
of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of
them, because Ishmael the son of Neth-
aniah had murdered Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, “whom the king of Babylon had
made governor in the land.

The Flight to Egypt Forbidden
ll- Now all the captains of the forces,
4Johanan the son of Kareah, Jeza-
niah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people,
from the least to the greatest, came near
2and said to Jeremiah the prophet, *Please,
let our petition be acceptable to you, and
bpray for us to the LORD your God, for all
this remnant (since we are left but a few
of many, as you can see), 3that the LORD
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JEREMIAH 42:17

your God may show us %the way in which
we should walk and the thing we should do.”
4Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them,
“I'have heard. Indeed, I will pray to the LORD

your God according to your words, and it
shall be, that *“whatever the LORD answers
you, I'will declare it to you. I will ’keep noth-
ing back from you.”

580 they said to Jeremiah, 2“Let the LORD
be a true and faithful witness between us,
if we do not do according to everything
which the LORD your God sends us by you.
6Whether it is 'pleasing or 2displeasing, we
will 4obey the voice of the LORD our God
to whom we send you, bthat it may be well
with us when we obey the voice of the LORD
our God.”

7And it happened after ten days that the
word of the LORD came to Jeremiah. 8Then
he called Johanan the son of Kareah, all the
captains of the forces which were with him,
and all the people from the least even to the
greatest, 9and said to them, “Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, to whom you sent
me to present your petition before Him:
10’If you will still remain in this land, then
AT will build you and not pull you down, and
Iwill plant you and not pluck you up. For I
brelent concerning the disaster that I have
brought upon you. "Do not be afraid of the
king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid; do
not be afraid of him, says the LORD, #for I
am with you, to save you and deliver you
from his hand. 12And %I will show you mercy,
that he may have mercy on you and cause
you to return to your own land.

13“But if 2you say, ‘We will not dwell in
thisland, disobeying the voice of the LORD
your God, 4saying, ‘No, but we will go to the
land of “Egypt where we shall see no war,
nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor be
hungry for bread, and there we will dwell'—
15Then hear now the word of the LORD,
O remnant of Judah! Thus says the LORD
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you “wholly’
set byour faces to enter Egypt, and go to
dwell there, 16then it shall be that the 2sword
which you feared shall overtake you there
in the land of Egypt; the famine of which
you were afraid shall follow close after you
there in Egypt; and there you shall die. 7So
shall it be with all the men who set their

41:12 The great pool that is in Gibeon: Perhaps the same pool 42:9-22 God is willing to relent or ease His punishment of them
due to their promise to obey Him unconditionally (vv. 5, 6), which

mentioned in 2 Sam. 2:13.

42:1 Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah: Perhaps the same as Jeza-

niah (40:8) and Azariah (43:2).

42:5, 6 The remnant promised to obey the voice of the LoRrD, to disobey (wv. 13-22)
whatever it might be. But, as it conflicted with what they had
already decided to do, they rejected the word of God throug

Jeremiah.

is what was missing from their hearts before the invasion. He
is ready this early to begin to rebuild them as His people (v. 10).

But He will continue and worsen their fate if they, instead, opt

n 42:16 The sword: See note on 43:11.
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them, all these words, 2%that Azariah the son

17 aJer. 44:14,
WORD . WEALTH 1o chr of Hoshaiah, Johanan the son of Kareah, and
jgri 17?5109; all the proud men spoke, saying to Jeremiah,
42:17 dwell, gur; Strong's #1481: To lodge veut. 29:21; | “You speak falsely! The LORD our God has
somewhere, to temporarily reside; to dwell | 551> | not sent you to say, ‘Do not go to Egypt to
e TN o e e 5°i(;’u""; 266,298 | dwell there. 3But “Baruch the son of Neriah
tobeaguest oralienina particularland. GUr' | 145, 37,15, | has 'set you against us, to deliver us into the
means to have a temporary resident’s sta- Is. 30:1-7 hand of the Chald that th t
tus. Here Jeremiah warns his countrymen wamed and ol the Lhaldeans, that they may putus
to avoid plans to lodge temporarily in Egypt, | “jecotsganst | [0 d€athorcarryusaway captive to Babylon.
for this would meet with tragic failure. From your souls 480 Johanan the son of Kareah, all the cap-
«, . . 214as. 30:1-7 .
gur comes the noun ger, “stranger, alien, resi- | 5545, 4217. | tains of the forces, and all the people would
dent foreigner.” This word occurs about 90 Ezek. 6:11 anot obey the voice of the LORD, to remain in
times, mostly in the Law of Moses, where God | ciaprer43 | the land of Judah. 5But Johanan the son of

repeatedly outlines the rights of “alien” resi-
dents. Exodus 23:9 indicates the empathy His

people were to feel toward sojourners. Note

also David'’s perceptive and humble words in

1 Chronicles 29:15.

faces to go to Egypt to dwell there. They
shall die by the sword, by famine, and by
pestilence. And “none of them shall remain
or escape from the disaster that I will bring
upon them.

18“For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel: ‘As My anger and My fury have been
2poured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
so will My fury be poured out on you when
you enter Egypt. And Pyou shall be an oath,
an astonishment, a curse, and a reproach;
and you shall see this place no more.

14Jer. 42:9-18

Kareah and all the captains of the forces took
all the remnant of Judah who had returned
to *dwell in the land of Judah, from all na-
tions where they had been driven— émen,
women, children, ?he king’s daughters,
band every person whom Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and
Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son of
Neriah. 7280 they went to the land of Egypt,
for they did not obey the voice of the LORD.
And they went as far as YTahpanhes.

8Then the “word of the LORD came to Jer-
emiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 9“Take large
stones in your hand, and hide them in the
sight of the men of Judah, in the 'clay in
the brick courtyard which is at the entrance

2aJer. 42:1

19“The LORD has said concerning you, 336 | to Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes; 10and
O remnant of Judah, “Do not go to Egypt!’ | 4««kin.2526 | say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts,
Know certainly that I have 'admonished |.3.24%1%'2 | the God of Israel: “Behold, I will send and
you this day. 20For you 'were hypocrites in 6‘}51;.7;‘ 110 bring Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
your hearts when you sent me to the LORD | ‘tJer. 39:10; aMy servant, and will set his throne above
your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the LORD 7‘}8;7,, 4219 these stones that I have hidden. And he
our God, and according to all that the LORD | e 216: will spread his royal pavilion over them.

your God says, so declare to us and we will

8 dJer. 44:1-30

Nawhen he comes, he shall strike the land of

do it” 21And I have this day declared it to ?&%Q%@f&; Egypt and deliver to death those appointed
you, but you have not obeyed the voice of | 3{%;%5¢ | for death, and to captivity those appointed
the LORD your God, or anything which He | 119 19:1-25; | for captivity, and to the sword those ap-
’ Jer. 25:15-19; . 1T <ot . .
has sent you by me. 22Now therefore, know | 44:13;46:1,2, | pointed for the sword. 12'T will kindle a fire
certainly that you %shall die by the sword, = serq squs. | iD the houses of the gods of Egypt, and
by famine, and by pestilence in the place | 152zec- | he shall burn them and carry them away
where you desire to go to dwell.” 12aex. 12:12; | captive. And he shall array himself with the
) ot | land of Egypt, as a shepherd puts on his
Jeremiah Taken to Egypt a3 Sowih | garment, and he shall go out from there
ll- Now it happened, when Jeremiah str’:, \?g". He | in peace. 13He shall also break the sacred
had stopped speaking to all the peo- 130};,;;3”3‘3? pillars of 'Beth Shemesh that are in the land
ple.all the words of ‘the LoRD their qu, for ;r:greg;ggv of Egypt; and the houses qf thg go"qs"of the
which the LorD their God had sent him to | Heliopolis Egyptians he shall burn with fire.

42:20 You were hypocrites: The Hebrew verb means to make
a mistake, and the intent is that they have “made a grave error
at the risk of their lives.” The mistake was to promise absolute
obedience to God’s word in the hope that He would grant them
their desire.

43:3 Using Baruch, Jeremiah’s secretary, as a scapegoat was a
poor disguise for rejecting God’s orders.

43:6, 7 It can only be assumed that the same force that had
been exerted against Jeremiah previously by his countrymen

was exerted against Jeremiah and Baruch here, forcing them
to travel to Egypt against their will.

43:7 Tahpanhes: See note on 2:16.

43:10, 11 A text in the British Museum confirms a punitive
expedition by Nebuchadnezzar against Pharaoh Amasis of Egypt
in 568 or 567 B.C. (see Ezek. 29:17-20).

43:13 Sacred pillars were obelisks, for which Heliopolis was fa-

mous. Beth Shemesh: The temple of the sun in Egypt. Heliopolis
(On), near Memphis, is meant, not the Beth Shemesh in Judah.
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Israelites Will Be Punished in Egypt SHAPTER 44 against you for catastrophe and for 'cutting
The word that came to Jeremiah | Jer 46:14 off all Judah. 12And I will take the remnant
concerning all the Jews who dwell | ¢=37: | of Judah who have set their faces to go into
in the land of Egypt, who dwell at "Migdol, % 1@13:Jer | theland of Egypt to *dwell there, and “they
) i || 2164614 shallallb d and fall in the land of

at’Tahpanhes, at“Noph,'and in the country | Ezek.30:13, S € consumed an intheland o
of 4pathros, saying, 2“Thus says the LORD lfs'. jﬁ- 19;-6 Egypt. Thes{shall be consumedby the sword
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘You have seen | £2ek2914 andby famine. They shall die, from the least
all the calamity that I have brought on Je- | Mempnis to thbe greatest, by the sword and by famine;
rusalem and on all the cities of Judah; and | 2} 935, | and’theyshallbean Oa;[%aan astonishment,
behold, this day they are % desolation,and | 322 Me. | @ CuIse and a reproach! 137For I will punish
no one dwells in them, 3because of their | 3@er 19:4 those who dwell in theland of Egypt, as I have
wickedness which they have committed | .25 %6 | punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by fam-

to provoke Me to anger, in that they went

4 a2 Chr. 36:15;

ine, and by pestilence, 1450 that none of the

ato burn incense and to Pserve other gods %5 a0, remnant of Judah who have gone into the
whom they did not know, they nor you nor s?SSZ'EZZmS land‘of Egypt to dwell there shall escape or
your fathers. sHowever T have senttoyouall | amin Survive, lest they r'eturn totheland of Judah,
My servants the prophets, rising early and " er 7o ok, O Which they “desire’to return and dwell. For
sending fhem, saying "Oil do not do this 3313) T Hab. | none shall return except those who escape:’ "
abominable tﬁing that’I hat:e!” sButtheydid | 82Kn. *Then all the men who knew that their
not listen or incline their ear to turn from 12216&71 ZMJser ' w;ves had burned incense to other gods,
their wickedness, to burn no incense to | 202!, | With all the women who stood by, a great
other gods, 680 M}’, furyand My angerwere | &2 Che 7:30; multltude, and all tl}e people who dwelt
poured out and kindled in the cities of Judah 109 Ore. 361 2 M the %and of Egypt, by Pathros, answered
and in the streets of Jerusalem; and theylare | o age. > Jeremiah, saying: 16"As for the word that
NN ) oProv 2844y | YOU have spoken to us in the name of the
wasted and desolate, as it is this day. Litcushed | LORD, *we will not listen to you! 7But we will
7“Now therefore, thus says Jfl,le LORD, the 1123L5eve1 jél.O; certainly do “whatever has gone out of our
God of hosts, the God.oilsra‘el. Why doyou 21:10:Ames | own mouth, to burn incense to the *queen
commit this great evil “against yourselx{es, of heaven and pour out drink offerings to
ey | Mol dane v nd cu e
e ’ g our kings and our princes, in the cities of
remain, 8in that you “provoke Me to wrath Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For
with the works of your hands, burning in- then we had plenty of 'food, were well-off,
cense to other gods in the land of Egypt and saw no trouble. 8But since we stopped
where you have gone to dv;ell, that you may burning incense to the queen of heaven and
cut yourselves off and be' acurseanda rev— Westoyng | DOUTINg out drink offerings to her, we have
E)II_'IOBCh among all the natl'ons of the earth? 1i 2ﬂ\:J1e5r._ - lacked every-thlng and ha\{e been consumed
aveyou forgptten the wickedness of your | % 'es12 Jer | by the sword and by famine.”
fathers, the wickedness of the kings of Ju- |, 4216 19The women also said, ““And when we

dah, the wickedness of their wives, your own
wickedness, and the wickedness of your

42:17.
13 aJer. 43:11
14 aJer. 22:26,

burned incense to the queen of heaven
and poured out drink offerings to her, did

wives, which they committed in the land fg;g]s 2 we make cakes for her, to worship her, and
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 44';28;" [Rom. | pour out drink offerings to her without our
10They have not been “humbled,' to thisday, 52755 | husbands’ permission?”

b . 16 4Jer. 6:16
nor have they feared; they have not walked a2,

20Then Jeremiah spoke to all the

in My law or in My statutes thatIsetbefore | peuw.2323 | people—the men, the women, and all the
you and your fathers. 1% | people who had given him that answer—
Jer. 7:18 ILit.

“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts,

the God of Israel: ‘Behold, %I will set My face | 19 gor 7:18

44:1 All the Jews would include the party led by Azariah and
Johanan as well as many who had been deported earlier (see

2 Kin. 23:34). Jewish colonies existed at an early period through-

out Egypt. Migdol: A site in northeastern Egypt whose precise
location is uncertain (see Jer. 46:14). Noph is the Hebrew name

for Memphis, on the western bank of the Nile south of Cairo.

Pathros is Hebrew for Upper (southern) Egypt, roughly the area
between Cairo and Aswan (see v. 15).

44:8 Works of your hands: Idols.

44:15 Women were particularly attracted to the worship of the
Babylonian goddess of fertility (‘“queen of heaven,” v. 17), but
the allegiance of the men was equally present (vv. 19, 25), so
Jeremiah addressed both in his rebuke (v. 20).

saying: 21“The incense that you burned
in the cities of Judah and in the streets

44:17 Queen of heaven: See note on 7:18.

44:18 We have lacked everything: The reform of Josiah (2 Kin.
23:4-14) put an end to their worship of Ishtar and was seen by
them as a factor that led to the nation’s downfall. Since that
time they have experienced nothing but calamity. They reason,
therefore, that the failure to worship Ishtar has caused the ca-
lamity. See Jer. 44:21-23 for a contrary opinion.

44:19 Husbands’ permission: Any action or vow by a married
woman needed the consent of her hushand to be valid. See v.
25; Num. 30:10-15.

44:21-23 Jeremiah contends that calamity has come upon
Judah precisely because the incense was offered in idolatrous
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of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your | 22aer. 25:11, 30“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, 21 will
kings and your princes, and the people of | 4% ¢ o0 | ive Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the
the land, did not the LORD remember them, J“‘;hd?;g; . hand of his enemies and into the hand of
and did it not come into His mind? 2280 | 911,72 | thosewho seek hislife, as I gave PZedekiah
the LorD could no longer bear it, because | *5.5%°2% | king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchad-
of the evil of your doings and because of ;1\1m g:ré _282_:3:(5 . nezzar king of Babylon, his enemy who
the abominations which you committed. = 613%ser 106 = Sought his life.””
Therefore your land is a desolation, an | g 95:Ps
astonishment, a curse, and without an N Assurance to Baruch .
inhabitant, @as it is this day. 23Because | 318 ezek. ll- The “word thatb Jeremiah the
you have burned incense and because |,/ prophet spoke to “Baruch the son
you have sinned against the LoD, and Spea % of Neriah, when he had written these words
have not obeyed the voice of the LORD or | “3752 13~ | inabook'atthe instruction of Jeremiah, in
walked in His law, in His statutes orin His | 22Ps-3311 | the“fourthyear of Jehoiakim the son of Jo-
testimonies, therefore this calamity has siah, king of Judah, saying, 2“Thus says the
happened to you, as at this day.” LORD, th'e God of.Israel, to you, O Baruch:
24Moreover Jeremiah said to all the peo- 3You said, “Woe is me now! For the LORD
ple and to all the women, “Hear the word of has added grief to my sorrow. I “fainted in
the LoRD, all Judah who are in the land of m{f;%hmg, «':lnﬁla{lflndtn?1 ; refflgil "

1 usyou shall say to him, ‘Thus says the
Egypt! 25Thus says thfe LoRrD of hosts, the | ... 405, LORD: B ¥1 0 awh t};h b’ ilthill}l; ok
God of Israel, saying: ‘You and your wives | 26 Ezek. 293 - behold, “what 1 have bu 1ibre
have spoken with your mouths and fulfilled | 5057 5a" Sgﬁ;?gdﬁgigo?:;fnlgirgg é(‘;;g&’;‘ég:
with your hands, saying, “We will surely = 395 d 15 -
keep our vows that we have made, toburn | cuaprer4s | Ereat things for yourself? Do not seek them;
incense to the queen of heaven and pour ' 5% 235, forbgllloi((i; I V‘{‘lllal btrImg‘ liildYerSItY Obfll.tf”:lﬂtﬂeShr

i i ” i .a33c)er. | saysthe LORD. “ButIwill give yourblife to you
out drink offerings to her.” You will surelyv 16,433 lx ass; e LoD, Bt W%l ve e{r ur e o you
keep your vows and perform your vows!’ | 4s2'Li. fiom p places, you go.
26Therefore h f the LORD, all | oemans
o LoDl ey idgmentonoupt
hold. T h Myb , [2 Cor. 4:1, 16; ll- e word of the LORD which came

old, 2T have sworn by My Pgreat name, says | Gal.6:9] to Jeremiah the prophet against

the LORD, ‘that My name shall no more be

*See WW at Is.
28:12.

athe *nations. 2Against ?Egypt.

named in the mouth of any man of Judah in 4 ts. 535 dr. bC ine th £ Pharaoh Nech
alltheland of Egypt, saying, “The Lord GOD | 18:7-10;31:28 Xi orflcernlng he‘ a}rlmy ob a;lrao 1 Necho,
lives.” 27Behold, T will *watch over them for | 5{er2517-26 | 1§ O Egypt, which was by the River Eu-
adversity and not for good. And all themen | 382 39:18 plrllrgtes m C}a(l.rcherfnll;s }{; alnd rfihlfc h tN gpu-
of Judah who arein theland of Egypt shall | cHapTER 46 ‘fh a d?ezztag ng Of 5 '; v (;(I.l fhea € 1r;
be consumed by the sword and by famine, | L% 2515, € lowmta year o7 ‘eholalim the Son o
until there is an end to them, 28Yetdasmall | o4 - - | J0siah, king of Judah:

number who escape the sword shall return 21“3;8 IrEz2esk1 ™ | 3 “Order’ the 2buckler and shield,

from theland of Egypt to the land of Judah; | 22-323% And draw near to battle!

and all the remnant of Judah, who have | 2333-35 4 Harness the horses,

gone to the land of Egypt to dwell there, oy 5o And mount up, you horsemen!

shall know whose words will stand, Mine jgff’ Wer. Stand forth with your helmets,

or theirs. 29And this shail be a sign to you,’ | 31Set in order Polish the spears,

says the LORD, ‘that I'will punishyouin this | 4aeors e® | 9Put on the armor!

place, that you may know that My words 3191 haLZ?ZJ_ge' 5 Why have I seen them dismayed and
will surely %stand against you for adversity. | 314 turned back?

worship, and God could no longer bear it (v. 22). Jeremiah’s
interpretation of the calamity is diametrically opposed to that
of the people.

44:25 You will surely keep your vows: Spoken in irony.
44:27 1 will watch: See note on 1:1-12.

44:30 Pharaoh Hophra, or Apries, ruled Egypt from 589 to 570
B.C., but lost his life in a power struggle with Ahmosis Il (Amasis),
a former court official.

45:1-5 In despair, and overcome by the difficulties he faced,
Baruch is told by God not to seek great things for himself but
to be grateful that he will escape with his life. No hint is given as
to why Baruch was so dejected. It is clear, however, that Baruch
was a part of the overall plan of God to bring destruction on the
nation and that he should be content to play his part.

45:1 Though this word to a faithful servant was not placed
within the chronological flow of previous events, it was signif-
icant enough to insert before Jeremiah’s attention is turned to
the surrounding nations (chs. 46-51).

46:1—51:64 Prophecies against foreign nations (see Is. 13-23;
Ezek. 25-32; and note on Amos 1:3—2:3). The prophecies begin
with Egypt and end with Babylon, in a general west to east
direction. They show God’s sovereignty over all nations.

46:1-12 Describes the defeat of the Egyptians at the battle of
Carchemish.

46:2 Against Egypt: See Is. 19-20; Ezek. 29; 32. Pharaoh Necho
ruled Egypt 610-595 B.C. One of the most important battles of
the ancient world was fought at Carchemish (see 2 Chr. 35:20;
Is. 10:9), for Egypt was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar and lost
her influence in Syro-Palestine. The fourth year was 605 B.C.
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Their mighty ones are beaten down; § ter 4929 king of Babylon would come and “strike
aJer. 46:12,

They have speedily fled, 16, pan. 1110 | theland of Egypt.
And did not look back, 70s.87,8; W« . -
For fear was all around,” says the ﬁf’zf'z' e DeCalIE\l{rieg:ir;Egth' andprocaim n
LORD. 9 s 6819 o .
. : Proclaim in 'Noph and in ¥Tahpanhes;
6 “ 2Heb. P ’
ggrnt(lltelre; ithhe tsvglfél?:;w? 1o_a|es.b1 3fg; Joel Say, ‘Stand fast and prepare yourselves,
- ighty De; et o For the sword devours all around you.
They will stumble and fall Jor 212, | 15 Wh li >
Toward the north, by the River 34:6; Zeph. Why are your valiant men swept away
! 1:7; Ezek. They did not stand
Euphrates. gou17 Filled to Because the LORD drove them away.
7 “Who is this coming up %like a flood, 11bI"SJ94r-7§1:_2§er 16 He made many fall;
Whose waters move like the rivers? 31:4, 21 Ezek. Yes, one fell upon another.
8 Egyptrises up like a flood, 120 236 And they said, ‘Arise!
And its waters move like the rivers; Nah. 3:8-10 bLet us go back to our own people
And he says, ‘Twill go up and cover the And to the land of our nativity
earth, From the oppressing sword.
I will destroy the city and its 17 They cried there,
inhabitants.’ ‘Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is but a noise.
9 Come up, O horses, and rage, He has passed by the appointed time!’
O chariots!

18 “As Ilive,” says the King,
aWhose name is the LORD of hosts,
“Surely as Tabor is among the mountains

And let the mighty men come forth:
'The Ethiopians and 2the Libyans who

handle the shield,
And the Lydians ?who handle and Anc(lzglsn(ézjlrmel by the sea, so he shall
be1.1d.the bow. 19 0 %you daughter dwelling in Egypt,
0 For this is “the day of the Lord Gob of Prepare yourself ’to go into captivity!
hosts, For 'Noph shall be waste and desolate,
Aday of vengeance, . . without inhabitant.
That He may avenge Himself on His
adversaries. 20 “Egypt is a very pretty %heifer,
bThe sword shall devour; But destruction comes, it comes bfrom
It shall be 'satiated and made drunk the north.
with their blood; 21 Also her mercenaries are in her midst
For the Lord Gob of hosts chas a 18as. 10:1; like 'fat bulls,
sacrifice . i For they also are turned back,
In the north country by the River 14 e 4t They have fled away together.
Euphrates. mﬂe}x_s' They glddnot sftarrlld, N had
“ . omene. For %he day of their calamity ha
n bGo“. up to Gilead and take balm: ‘%*j;f-fgg' come upon them,
O virgin, the daughter of Egypt; | g 7t e The time of their punishment.
CIn V&l;’ll a;ﬁ)u WI;I use ncllany medicines; 415:Ma. | 22 aHer noise shall go like a serpent,
, %’lu shall not be cured. . 10 0er 48118 For they shall march with an army
e nations have h'eard of your %shame, : ;I\S.{czigﬁ‘tl And come against her with axes,
And your cry has filled the land; Memphis Like those who chop wood.
For the mighty man has stumbled 23;‘;013; 1140-11
against the mighty; 214ps.3713; | 23 “They shall “cut down her forest,” says
They both have fallen together.” dor o021 i the LORD,
stall “Though it cannot be searched,
Babylonia Will Strike Egypt 2 . 2o Because they are innumerable,
13The word that the LORD spoke to Jer- ;.Jg;sﬂ-Of{j And more numerous than
emiah the prophet, how Nebuchadnezzar | 225 bgrasshoppers.

46:7-10 Like the Nile River, Egypt expected to inundate the lands she failed to do anything when Nebuchadnezzar was called back
to the north. The day of the Lord Gop, however, led to Egypt’s to Babylon on the death of his father.
defeat and humiliation. See note on Obad. 15. 46:18 Tabor and Carmel in northern Israel are prominent

46:11, 12 Gilead was known for its medicinal balm (see 8:22), mountains, and both give the impression of grandeur because
but the wound of Egypt is incurable. of insignificant surroundings. In the same way Nebuchadnezzar

will tower over the Egyptians.

46:14 For these cities, see note on 44:1. 46:20 Egypt is described as a pretty heifer, but destruction (perhaps
46:17 But a noise: In Is. 30:7 Egypt is called “Rahab-Hem-She- a ‘gadfly,” something that nips or pinches) comes from the north (Bab-
beth,” (Rahab, the Do-Nothing). Jeremiah expresses the same ylon). Compare the use of fly and bee (Is. 7:18) or hornets (Ex. 23:28).

sentiment, indicating Egypt has missed her opportunity because 46:22 The pharaohs used the serpent as a symbol of authority.
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24 The daughter of Egypt shall be ashamed;
She shall be delivered into the hand
Of ?the people of the north.”

25The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel,
says: “Behold, I will bring punishment on
IAmon of No,? and Pharaoh and Egypt,
bwith their gods and their kings—Pharaoh
and those who ¢trust in him. 264And I will
deliver them into the hand of those who
seek theirlives, into the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon and the hand of his
servants. YAfterward it shall be inhabited as
in the days of old,” says the LORD.

God Will Preserve Israel
27 “But? do not fear, O My servant Jacob,
And do not be dismayed, O Israel!
For behold, I will bsave you from afar,
And your offspring from the land of
their captivity;
Jacob shall return, have rest and be at
ease;
No one shall make him afraid.
28 Do not fear, O Jacob My servant,” says
the LORD,
“For I am with you;
For I will make a complete end of all
the nations
To which I have driven you,
But I will not make %a complete end of
you.
I will rightly Pcorrect® you,
For I will not leave you wholly
unpunished.”

Judgment on Philistia
47 The word of the LORD that came to
Jeremiah the prophet %against the
Philistines, Pbefore Pharaoh attacked Gaza.

2Thus says the LORD:

“Behold, *waters rise out of the north,
And shall be an overflowing flood;
They shall overflow the land and all
thatisinit,

The city and those who dwell within;

Then the men shall cry,

And all the inhabitants of the land
shall wail.

3 At the “noise of the stamping hooves

of his strong horses,

At the rushing of his chariots,

At the rumbling of his wheels,

The fathers will not look back for their
children,

Lacking courage,
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24 aJer. 1:15

25 agzek.
30:14-16; Nah.
3:8 bEx. 12:12;
Jer. 43:12, 13;
Ezek. 30:13;
Zeph. 2:11
Cls. 30:1-5;
31:1-3'Asun
god 2Ancient
Thebes

26 dJer. 44:30;
Ezek. 32:11
bEzek. 29:8-14

27 dls. 41:13,
14; 43:5; 44:2;
Jer. 30:10, 11
bls. 11:11; Jer.
23:3, 4; Mic.
712

28 aJer. 10:24;
Amos 9:8, 9
bJer. 30:11

*See WW at Jer.
10:24.
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14ls, 14:29-31;
Ezek. 25:15-
17; Zeph. 2:4,
5; Zech. 9:6
bAmos 1:6

24s, 8:7, 8; Jer.
46:7, 8 bler.
1:14

3aJudg. 5:22;
Jer. 8:16; Nah.
3:2 ILit. From
sinking hands

4 dls, 14:29-31
bls, 23:1-18;
Jer. 25:22;
Ezek. 26:1-21;
28:20-24;
Amos 1:9, 10;
Zech. 9:2-4
CEzek. 25:16;
Amos 1:8
dGen. 10:14;
Deut. 2:23;
Amos 9:7
ICrete

5aJer. 48:37;
Mic. 1:16;
Zeph. 2:4
bJudg. 1:18;
Jer. 25:20;
Amos 1:7, 8;
Zech. 9:5

6 9Deut. 32:41;
Judg. 7:20; Jer.
12:12; Ezek.
21:3-5

7 as. 10:6; Ezek.
14:17 bMic. 6:9
ILit. you
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14ds.15:1—
16:14; 25:10;
Ezek. 25:8-11;
Amos 2:1-3;
Zeph. 2:8-11
bls. 15:2 CNum.
32:37; Jer.
48:23; Ezek.
25:9 Heb.
Misgab

24ls. 16:14 bls.
15:4; Jer. 49:3
fs. 10:31 A
city of Moab

34dls. 15:5; Jer.
48:5, 34

4 S0 with MT,
Tg., Vg.; LXX
Proclaim it in
Zoar

54as. 15:5

6 aJer. 17:6 10r
Aroer, a city of
Moab

4  Because of the day that comes to
plunder all the ?Philistines,
To cut off from bTyre and Sidon every
helper who remains;
For the LORD shall plunder the
Philistines,
¢The remnant of the country of
dCaphtor.!
5 aBaldness has come upon Gaza,
bAshkelon is cut off
With the remnant of their valley.
How long will you cut yourself?

6 “Oyou%sword of the LORD,
How long until you are quiet?
Put yourself up into your scabbard,
Rest and be still!
7 How can it be quiet,
Seeing the LORD has %given it a
charge
Against Ashkelon and against the
seashore?
There He has Pappointed it.”

Judgment on Moab
ll- Against “Moab.

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel:

“Woe to PNebo!
For it is plundered,
¢Kirjathaim is shamed and taken;
IThe high stronghold is shamed and
dismayed—
2 @No more praise of Moab.
In PHeshbon they have devised evil
against her:
‘Come, and let us cut her off as a
nation.
You also shall be cut down,
0 ‘Madmen!'
The sword shall pursue you;
3 Avoice of crying shall be from
aHoronaim:
‘Plundering and great destruction!’

4 “Moab is destroyed;
THer little ones have caused a cry to be
heard;
5 @For in the Ascent of Luhith they
ascend with continual weeping;
For in the descent of Horonaim
the enemies have heard a cry of
destruction.

6 “Flee, save your lives!
And be like 'the %uniper in the
wilderness.

47:1-7 Other prophets also spoke against the Philistines (see 48:1—47 Other prophets also spoke against Moab (see Is. 15-16;
Is. 14:28-32; Ezek. 25:15-17; Amos 1:6-8; Zeph. 2:4-7). Along Ezek. 25:8-11; Amos 2:1-3; Zeph. 2:8-11). According to Josephus
with Tyre and Sidon, the Philistines were condemned for selling (Antiquities 10.9.7), this prophecy of destruction for Moab was
carried out in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign.

Israelites into slavery (see Joel 3:4-6; Amos 1:6-10).



7 For because you have trusted in your
works and your %treasures,
You also shall be taken.
And ®Chemosh shall go forth into
captivity,
His priests and his princes together.
8 And “the plunderer shall come against
every city;
No one shall escape.
The valley also shall perish,
And the plain shall be destroyed,
As the LORD has spoken.

9 “Give?wings to Moab,
That she may flee and get away;
For her cities shall be desolate,
Without any to dwell in them.
10 aCursed is he who does the work of the
LORD deceitfully,
And cursed is he who keeps back his
sword from blood.

1 “Moab has been at ease from 'his

youth;

He %has settled on his dregs,

And has not been emptied from vessel
to vessel,

Nor has he gone into captivity.

Therefore his taste remained in him,

And his scent has not changed.

12 “Therefore behold, the days are
coming,” says the LORD,
“That I shall send him 'wine-workers
‘Who will tip him over
And empty his vessels
And break the bottles.
13 Moab shall be ashamed of “Chemosh,
As the house of Israel Pwas ashamed
of ‘Bethel, their confidence.

14 “How can you say, *We are mighty
And strong men for the war’?
15 Moab is plundered and gone up from
her cities;
Her chosen young men have gone
down to the slaughter,” says the
King,
Whose name is the LORD of hosts.

16 “The calamity of Moab is near at hand,
And his affliction comes quickly.
17 Bemoan him, all you who are around
him;
And all you who know his name,
Say, “How the strong staff is broken,
The beautiful rod!

18 “0 2daughter inhabiting *Dibon,

1059

7 9Ps. 52:7; Is.
59:4; Jer. 9:23;
[1 Tim. 6:17]
bNum. 21:29;
Judg. 11:24;
Jer. 48:13 cJer.
49:3

8 4Jer. 6:26

9 aPs, 55:6

10 4Judg. 5:23;
1 Sam. 15:3, 9;
1Kin. 20:42

11 aZeph. 1:12
Heb. uses
masc. and
fem. pronouns
interchange-
ably in this
chapter.

12 ILit. tippers of
wine bottles

13 a1 Kin. 11:7
bHos. 10:6
1 Kin. 12:29;
13:32-34; Hos.
85,6

14 dis. 16:6

15 4[Is. 40:30,
31]; Jer. 50:27
bJer. 46:18;
51:57; Mal.
1:14

17 als. 9:4;
14:4,5

184ls. 47:1
bNum. 21:30;
Josh. 13:9, 17;
Is. 15:2; Jer.
48:22

19 aDeut. 2:36;
Josh. 12:2; Is.
17:2 b1 Sam.
4:13,14, 16

20 s. 16:7
bNum. 21:13

24 aJer. 48:41;
Amos 2:2

25 aPs, 75:10;
Zech. 1:19-21
bEzek. 30:21
IStrength

*See WW at

Ezek. 29:21.
26 4Jer. 25:15
27 %Zeph. 2:8

bJer. 2:26

cLam. 2:15;

[Mic. 7:8-10]
28 9Ps, 55:6, 7

bSong 2:14
29 4ds. 16:6;

Zeph. 2:8,10

bJer. 49:16
30 4ls. 16:6; Jer.

50:36 idlle talk
314dls. 15:5;

16:7,111So

with DSS, LXX,

Vg.; MT He
324s.16:8,9

bNum. 21:32;

Is. 16:10

JEREMIAH 48:32

Come down from your glory,
And sit in thirst;
For the plunderer of Moab has come
against you,
He has destroyed your strongholds.
19 O inhabitant of ?Aroer,
bStand by the way and watch;
Ask him who flees
And her who escapes;
Say, ‘What has happened?’
20 Moab is shamed, for he is broken
down.
aWwail and cry!
Tell it in PArnon, that Moab is
plundered.

21 “And judgment has come on the plain
country:
On Holon and Jahzah and Mephaath,
22 On Dibon and Nebo and Beth
Diblathaim,
23 On Kirjathaim and Beth Gamul and
Beth Meon,
24 On %Kerioth and Bozrah,
On all the cities of the land of Moab,
Far or near.
25aThe 'horn* of Moab is cut off,
And his barm is broken,” says the LORD.

26 “Make? him drunk,
Because he exalted himself against the
LORD.
Moab shall wallow in his vomit,
And he shall also be in derision.
27 For *was not Israel a derision to you?
bwas he found among thieves?
For whenever you speak of him,
You shake your head in cscorn.
28 You who dwell in Moab,
Leave the cities and dwell in the rock,
And be like bthe dove which makes her
nest
In the sides of the cave’s mouth.

29 “We have heard the ?pride of Moab
(He is exceedingly proud),
Of his loftiness and arrogance and
bpride,
And of the haughtiness of his heart.”

30 “T know his wrath,” says the LORD,
“Butitis notright;
@His 'lies have made nothing right.
31 Therefore 21 will wail for Moab,
And I'will cry out for all Moab;
'I will mourn for the men of Kir Heres.
3240 vine of Sibmah! I will weep for you
with the weeping of bJazer.

48:11-13 Moab is likened to wine left to improve with age (see Is. of Moab (see Jer. 48:7, 46; Judg. 11:24; 1Kin. 11:7, 33; 2Kin. 23:13).

25:6). However, wine-workers (the approaching Babylonian army) 48:26, 27 Moab is brought low because of his attitude toward
will empty his vessels and break the bottles. Chemosh: The god Israel; as he ridiculed Israel, so he will be ridiculed.
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Your plants have gone over the sea,

They reach to the sea of Jazer.

The plunderer has fallen on your
summer fruit and your vintage.

334Joy and gladness are taken

From the plentiful field

And from the land of Moab;

I have caused wine to 'fail from the
winepresses;

No one will tread with joyous shouting—

Not joyous shouting!

34 “From? the cry of Heshbon to YElealeh
and to Jahaz
They have uttered their voice,
¢From Zoar to Horonaim,
Like 'a three-year-old heifer;
For the waters of Nimrim also shall be
desolate.

35 “Moreover,” says the LORD,
“Iwill cause to cease in Moab
aThe one who offers sacrifices in the
Thigh places
And burns incense to his gods.
36 Therefore “My heart shall wail like
flutes for Moab,
And like flutes My heart shall wail
For the men of Kir Heres.
Therefore Pthe riches they have
acquired have perished.

37 “For %every head shall be bald, and
every beard clipped;
On all the hands shail be cuts, and Yon
the loins sackcloth—
38 Ageneral lamentation
On all the housetops of Moab,
And in its streets;
For I have Ybroken Moab like a vessel
in which is no pleasure,” says the
LORD.
39 “They shall wail:
‘How she is broken down!
How Moab has turned her back with
shame!’
So Moab shall be a derision
And a dismay to all those about her.”

40For thus says the LORD:

“Behold, “one shall fly like an eagle,
And bspread his wings over Moab.
41 Kerioth is taken,
And the strongholds are surprised;

48:37 Various signs of mourning are mentioned (see Is. 15:2, 3).

48:40, 41 Similar to 49:22 where it is applied to Edom.

48:45 The fire and flame against Moab are first mentioned

in Num. 21:28.

48:47 After a devastating punishment, God will have mercy and
bring back the captives of Moab in the latter days. This mercy
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9The mighty men’s hearts in Moab on
that day shall be
Like the heart of a woman in birth
pangs.
42 And Moab shall be destroyed %as a
people,
Because he exalted himself against the
LORD.
43 aFear and the pit and the snare shall be
upon you,
0 inhabitant of Moab,” says the LORD.
44 “He who flees from the fear shall fall
into the pit,
And he who gets out of the pit shall be
caught in the %snare.
For upon Moab, upon it ¥I will bring
The year of their punishment,” says
the LORD.

45 “Those who fled stood under the
shadow of Heshbon
Because of exhaustion.
But “a fire shall come out of Heshbon,
A flame from the midst of ¥Sihon,
And ¢shall devour the brow of Moab,
The crown of the head of the sons of
tumult.
46 "Woe to you, O Moab!
The people of Chemosh perish;
For your sons have been taken captive,
And your daughters captive.

47 “Yet I will bring back the captives of
Moab
an the latter days,” says the LORD.

Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

Judgment on Ammon
ll- Against the ZAmmonites.
Thus says the LORD:
“Has Israel no sons?
Has he no heir?
Why then does 'Milcom inherit *Gad,
And his people dwell in its cities?
2 aTherefore behold, the days are
coming,” says the LORD,
“That I will cause to be heard an alarm
of war
In PRabbah of the Ammonites;
It shall be a desolate mound,
And her 'villages shall be burned with
fire.
Then Israel shall take possession of
his inheritance,” says the LORD.

is probably shown because Moab, like Ammon, was descended

from Lot, the nephew of Abraham (see Gen. 19:30-38). The
precise time of fulfillment of this prophecy is not clear.

49:1-6 Other prophets also spoke against the Ammonites. See

Ezek. 25:1-7; Amos 1:13-15; Zeph. 2:8-11.

49:1 Milcom, chief god of the Ammonites (v. 3; 1 Kin. 11:5, 33),
is also called Molech (1 Kin. 11:7).



3 “Wail, O “Heshbon, for Ai is plundered!
Cry, you daughters of Rabbah,
bGird yourselves with sackcloth!
Lament and run to and fro by the
walls;
For 'Milcom shall go into captivity
With his ¢priests and his princes
together.
4 Why %do you boast in the valleys,
Your flowing valley, O Ybacksliding
daughter?
Who trusted in her ¢treasures, saying,
‘Who will come against me?’
5 Behold, I will bring fear upon you,”
Says the Lord Gop of hosts,
“From all those who are around you;
You shall be driven out, everyone
headlong,
And no one will gather those who
wander off.
6 But %afterward I will bring back
The captives of the people of Ammon,”
says the LORD.

Judgment on Edom
74Against Edom.
Thus says the LORD of hosts:

b“Is wisdom no more in Teman?
¢Has *counsel perished from the
prudent?
Has their wisdom 4vanished?
8 Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths,
0 inhabitants of “Dedan!
For I will bring the calamity of Esau
upon him,
The time that I will punish him.
9 dIf grape-gatherers came to you,
Would they not leave some gleaning
grapes?
If thieves by night,
Would they not destroy until they
have *enough?
10 aBut I have made Esau bare;
I have uncovered his secret places,
And he shall not be *able to hide
himself.
His descendants are plundered,
His brethren and his neighbors,
And bhe is no more.
1 Leave your fatherless children,
I will preserve them alive;
And let your widows trust in Me.”

12For thus says the LORD: “Behold, “those

1061 JEREMIAH 49:20

3wer 4824s. | whose judgment was not to drink of the
i .37 cuphave assuredly drunk. And are you the

ISee v. 1 i i ?
aot e | ONE Who will altogether go unpunished?

314<Jer. 487 | You shall not go unpunished, but you shall

d, B 1 . .
ygz;fg,;;f <% surely drink of it. 3For @I have sworn by

oowiINg. 7 Myself,” says the LORD, “that YBozrah shall

7%en.25:30; | become a desolation, a reproach, a 'waste,
32 &4 | and a curse. And all its cities shall be per-
25:21; Ezek. 2 ”
551214 petual 2wastes.
35:1-15; Joel
3:19; Amos 14 @] have heard a message from the LORD,

For@ 2% And an ambassador has been sent to
Gen. 36:11; . the nations: .
19:11 dJer. 8:9 Gather together, come against her,
Seewat And rise up to battle!
:%é:::a 15 “For indeed, I will make you small
*See WW at Mal. among Ilathl’lS,
1070bad. 5, 6: Despised among men.
Mal 1:3 s. | 16 Your fierceness has deceived you,
“See WW at The %pride* of your heart,
12600, bepg: 0 you who dwell in the clefts of the
Obad. 16 rock,

Who hold the height of the hill!
bThough you make your ‘nest as high
as the eagle,
91 will bring you down from there,” says
the LORD.

17 “Edom also shall be an astonishment;
@Everyone who goes by it will be
astonished
And will hiss at all its plagues.
13aGen. 22:16; | 18 2As in the overthrow of Sodom and

Is. 45:23; Jer. Gomorrah

44:26; Amos N R )

gg;ﬁq%h And their neighbors,” says the LORD,
44 15, 4G “No one shall remain there,

88, amos Nor shall a son of man *dwell in it.
2ruins

14490bad. -4 | 19 “Behold,? he shall come up like a lion

s from bthe 'floodplain of the
e Jordan
dAmos 9:2 Against the dwelling place of the

o strong;

119“3195-; 15%::11% But I will suddenly make him run
Ezek. 35:7 away from her.

1 o 2 And who is a chosen man that I may
ggig o appoint over her?
411 Zeph. For ‘who is like Me?

*See WW at Jer. Who will arraign Me?

W And “who is that shepherd
jg?sgg 15 Who will withstand Me?”
obarioi, | 20aTherefore hear the counsel of the

o o Lorp that He has taken against
27; Jer. 50:45 Edom,

49:6 Ammon is promised restoration after destruction. See note 49:14—16 Parallel to Obad. 1-4.

on 48:47.

49:18 Repeated with slight variation in 50:40.

49:7-22 Other prophets also spoke against Edom. See Is. 21:11, o . . .
12; Ezek. 25:12-14: Amos 1:11, 12; and notes on Obad. 1-16. 49:19-21 Repeated with slight variation and applied against

49:13 Bozrah and “grape-gatherers” (v. 9) have the same He-

brew root.

Babylon in 50:44—46.



JEREMIAH 49:21

And His purposes that He has
proposed against the inhabitants
of Teman:

Surely the least of the flock shall 'draw
them out;

Surely He shall make their dwelling
places desolate with them.

21 aThe earth shakes at the noise of their
fall;

At the cry its noise is heard at the Red
Sea.

22 Behold, “He shall come up and fly like
the eagle,

And spread His wings over Bozrah;

The heart of the mighty men of Edom
in that day shall be

Like the heart of a woman in birth
pangs.

Judgment on Damascus
23dAgainst Damascus.

b“Hamath and Arpad are shamed,
For they have heard bad news.
They are fainthearted;
CThere is 'trouble on the sea;
It cannot be quiet.
24 Damascus has grown feeble;
She turns to flee,
And fear has seized her.
4Anguish and sorrows have taken her
like a woman in 'labor.
25 Why is %the city of praise not deserted,
the city of My joy?
26 aTherefore her young men shall fall in
her streets,
And all the men of war shall be cut off
in that day,” says the LORD of hosts.
27 “I2 will kindle a fire in the wall of
Damascus,
And it shall consume the palaces of
Ben-Hadad.”

Judgment on Kedar and Hazor
284Against Kedar and against the king-
doms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzarking
of Babylon shall strike.
Thus says the LORD:

“Arise, go up to Kedar,
And devastate ’the men of the East!
29 Their %ents and their flocks they shall
take away.

49:22 Similar to 48:40, 41 where applied to Moab.

49:23-27 Other prophets also spoke against Damascus (see Is.

17:1-3 and note on Amos 1:3-5).

49:26 Repeated exactly (except for the name of God) in 50:30.
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20 'Or drag
them away
21 aJer. 50:46;
Ezek. 26:15,

18
22 aJer. 48:40,

41
234ls. 17:1-3;
Amos 1:3, 5;
Zech. 9:1,2
bJer. 39:5;
Zech. 9:2 [Is.
57:20] lanxiety
244)s,13:8;
Jer. 4:31;
6:24; 48:21
Ichildbirth
254aJer. 33:9
26 aJer. 50:30;
Amos 4:10
27 %Amos 1:4
28 9Gen. 25:13;
Ps. 120:5; Is.
21:16, 17; Jer.
2:10; Ezek.
27:21 bJudg.
6:3; Job 1:3
29 9Ps. 120:5

bJer. 46:5

31 aEzek. 38:11
bNum. 23:9;
Deut. 33:28;
Mic. 7:16

32 aEzek. 5:10
ILit. cut off at
the corner, Jer.
9:26; 25:23

33 ajer. 9:11;
10:22; Zeph.
2:9, 12-15;
Mal. 1:3

34 9Gen. 10:22;
Jer. 25:25;
Ezek. 32:24;
Dan. 8:2
b2 Kin. 24:17,
18; Jer. 28:1

35 aPs. 46:9; Is.
22:6 Power

37 aJer. 9:16

38 aJer. 43:10

39 aJer. 48:47

They shall take for themselves their
curtains,
All their vessels and their camels;
And they shall cry out to them,
b'Fear is on every side!’

30“Flee, get far away! Dwell in the depths,
0 inhabitants of Hazor!” says the LORD.
“For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
has taken counsel against you,
And has conceived a plan against you.

31 “Arise, go up to %the wealthy nation
that dwells securely,” says the LORD,
“Which has neither gates nor bars,
bDwelling alone.
32 Their camels shall be for booty,
And the multitude of their cattle for
plunder.
I will 3scatter to all winds those 'in the
farthest corners,
And I will bring their calamity from all
its sides,” says the LORD.
33 “Hazor %shall be a dwelling for jackals,
a desolation forever;
No one shall reside there,
Nor son of man dwell in it.”

Judgment on Elam

34The word of the LORD that came to Jere-
miah the prophet against Elam, in the be-
ginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Ju-
dah, saying, 35“Thus says the LORD of hosts:

‘Behold, I will break %the 'bow of Elam,
The foremost of their might.

36 Against Elam I will bring the four winds
From the four quarters of heaven,
And scatter them toward all those

winds;
There shall be no nations where the
outcasts of Elam will not go.

37 For I will cause Elam to be dismayed

before their enemies
And before those who seek their life.
2] will bring disaster upon them,
My fierce anger, says the LORD;
‘And I'will send the sword after them
Until I have consumed them.

38 Twill %set My throne in Elam,

And will destroy from there the king
and the princes, says the LORD.

39 ‘But it shall come to pass “%in the latter
days:

49:31 Neither gates nor bars implies open settlements char-

acteristic of nomadic people.

49:34-39 Other prophets also spoke against Elam. See Is. 11:11;
21:2; 22:6; Ezek. 32:24.

49:39 A hope of future restoration is mentioned for Elam as

49:28-33 Hazor is a center of Arab occupation, not to be con- it was for Moab (48:47) and Ammon (49:6). On its fulfillment,
see note on 48:47.

fused with the city north of the Sea of Galilee.



1063 JEREMIAH 50:17
Iwill bring back the captives of Elam, | cHapTER50 | 9 “For behold, I will raise and cause to
says the LORD.” ez K. come up against Babylon
17:24;1s.13:1; * i
Judgment on Babylon and Babylonia §7t; Dan. 1:1; Anﬂa:zs;(r)r;?ﬁycgfliiit nations from
5 The word that the LORD spoke 27218 And they shall array themselves
2against Babylon and against the | 5144 der. | against her;
land Of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the ég:ﬁ/l’aﬁiﬁ? From there she shall be Captured.
prophet. g(fszy"’”ia” Their arrows shall be like those of 'an
2 “Declare among the nations, ooty |, cxpertwarrior;
Proclaim, and 'set up a standard; ws. 131718, | ’None shall return in vain.
Proclaim—do not conceal it— stmeqie | 0 AndChaldeashall become plunder; ”
Say, ‘Babylon is taken, bBel is shamed. 13 1.1;18 ?'3 11 ;é 1J_er. aAll who plunder her shall be satisfied,
2Merodach is broken in pieces; 337 Hos. 1111 says the LORD.
“Her idols are humiliated, Peisbai | T “Becaused you were glad, because you
Her images are broken in pieces. A rejoiced,
3 aFor out of the north a nation comes Hos. 35 You destroyers of My heritage,
up against her, Sois 535 Because you have grown fat “like a
Which shall make her land desolate, [Ezek. 3415, heifer threshing grain,
And no one shall dwell therein. 10]:%3; jat 3:36; And you 'bellow like bulls,
They shall 'move, they shall depart, 25057>" 12 Your mother shall be deeply ashamed;
Both man and beast. e 220 She who bore you shall be ashamed.
4 “In those days and in that time,” says 7:532 787 bler. Behold, the least of the nations shall
the LORD, 1135 cJer. 2:3; be a “wilderness,
“The children of Israel shall come, o915 e Adryland and a desert.
aThey and the children of Judah 224 Jor. 145 13 Because of the wrath of the LORD

together;

84|s. 48:20; Jer.

She shall not be inhabited,

bWith continual weeping they shall come, 536, #:zech. | “But she shall be wholly desolate.
cAnd seek the LORD their God. 18:4] Imale bEveryone who goes by Babylon shall
5 They shall ask the way to Zion, goats be horrified
With their faces toward it, saying, And hiss at all her plagues.
COTS 131131(1 let us join ourselves to the our 51s | M “Puteyourselves in array against
In %a perpetual covenant o8 awin Babylon all around,
. , some Heb. All you who bend the bow;
That will not be forgotten. gqysrs_.,M L%o%g Shoot at her, spare no arrows,
6 “My people have been %lost sheep. Vg. a warrior For she has sinned against the LORD.
Their shepherds have led them Pastray; | wiuew. | 15 Shoutagainst her all around;
They have turned them away on ‘the ~ |"SeetWatLev She has %given her hand,

mountains.

10 9[Rev. 17:16]

Her foundations have fallen,

They have gone from mountain to hill; | "5.7%, ’Her walls are thrown down;

They have forgotten their resting ’S?er:;sfgh like For ¢it is the vengeance of the LORD.
place. 12aJer. 51:43 Take vengeance on her.

7 Allwho found them have %devoured | 4 Jer,2512 As she has done, so do to her.

them; 14 aJer. 51:2 16 Cut off the *sower from Babylon,

And Ptheir adversaries said, “We have | 3o aos And him who handles the sickle at
not offended, 1L3;Té iﬁfzek- harvest time.

Because they have sinned against the 51:58 cler. For fear of the oppressing sword
LORD, “the habitation of justice, 1608 114 aEveryone shall turn to his own people,

The LORD, ¢the hope of their fathers. 'SJeeer-vg\}\:ﬁat Hos And everyone shall flee to his own land.

10:12.

8 “Move? from the midst of Babylon,

17 92 Kin. 24:10,

17 “Israel is like scattered sheep;

Go out of the land of the Chaldeans; 1; I’grff- 1251259 bThe lions have driven him away.
And be like the 'rams before the flocks. | 17:; 18:9-13 First ‘the king of Assyria devoured him;

50:1—51:64 The other prophet to speak against Babylon is
Isaiah (Is. 13:1—14:23; 21:1-9; 47:1-15; 48:14). In this lengthy

oracle Jeremiah proclaims judgment against Babylon and res-

toration for exiled Israel.

50:2 The first of three summons given to rally people against
Babylon (see 50:29; 51:27). Merodach (or Marduk) was the chief
god of Babylon, and Bel was a title of Marduk. The Hebrew for
her images is a word meaning “little dung balls,” a derogatory

reference frequently applied to foreign gods, and a special fa-
vorite of Ezekiel who uses it about 40 times. See notes on Zeph.
2:4-15 and Obad. 15.

50:4-7 A message of hope for the return and restoration of Israel
and Judah interposed in the oracle against Babylon. See also vv.
33, 34; 51:5-10; and note on 30:1—33:26.

50:17-20 A second comment about Israel’s restoration (see vv.
4-7), which includes a pardon for the sins of the people.



JEREMIAH 50:18

Now at last this “Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon has broken his bones.”

18Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel:

“Behold, I will punish the king of
Babylon and his land,
AsIhave punished the king of ?Assyria.
19 aBut I will bring back Israel to his home,
And he shall feed on Carmel and
Bashan;
His soul shall be satisfied on Mount
Ephraim and Gilead.
20 Inthose days and in that time,” says
the LORD,
@“The iniquity of Israel shall be sought,
but there shall be none;
And the sins of Judah, but they shall
not be found;
For I will pardon those Pwhom I
preserve.

21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim,
against it,
And against the inhabitants of 2Pekod.
'Waste and utterly destroy them,” says
the LORD,
“And do baccording to all that I have
commanded you.
2247 sound of battle is in the land,
And of great destruction.
23 How %the hammer of the whole earth
has been cut apart and broken!
How Babylon has become a desolation
among the nations!
24 Thave laid a snare for you;
You have indeed been %trapped,
0O Babylon,
And you were not aware;
You have been found and also caught,
Because you have bcontended against
the LORD.
25 The LORD has opened His armory,
And has brought out the weapons of
His indignation;
For this is the work of the Lord GoD of
hosts
In the land of the Chaldeans.
26 Come against her from the farthest
border;
Open her storehouses;
Cast her up as heaps of ruins,
And destroy her utterly;
Let nothing of her be left.
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17 92 Kin.
24:10-14;
25:1-7

184dls. 10:12;
Ezek. 31:3, 11,
12; Nah. 37,
18,19

19 dis. 65:10;
Jer. 33:12;
Ezek. 34:13

20 aNum. 23:21;
Is. 43:25; [Jer.
31:34; Mic.
7:19] bls. 1:9

21 aEzek. 23:23
b2 Sam. 16:11;
2 Kin. 18:25;

2 Chr. 36:23;
Is. 10:6; 44:28;
48:1410r
Attack with the
sword

22aJer. 51:54

23 dls. 14:6; Jer.
51:20-24

24 aJer. 51:8,
31; Dan. 5:30
blls. 45:9]

254s. 13:5

27 aPs. 22:12; Is.

34:7; Jer. 46:21
bps, 37:13;
Jer. 48:44;
Ezek. 7.7

28 9Ps. 149:6-9;
Jer. 51:10

29 aps, 137:8;
Jer. 51:56;
[2 Thess. 1:6];
Rev. 18:6 P[Is.
47:10]Qr.,
some Heb.
mss., LXX, Tg.
add to her

304ls. 13:18;
Jer. 49:26; 51:4

31 S0 with
MT, Tg.;
LXX, Vg. The
time of your
punishment

324ls. 26:5;
Mal. 4:1 bJer.
21:14

34 aProv. 23:11;
Is. 43:14; Jer.
156:21; 31:11;
Rev. 18:8
bls. 47:4 cJer.
51:36; Mic. 7:9

35 aDan. 5:30
bls, 47:13; Jer.
51:57

27 Slay all her %bulls,
Let them go down to the slaughter.
Woe to them!
For their day has come, the time of
btheir punishment.
28 The voice of those who flee and escape
from the land of Babylon
@Declares in Zion the vengeance of the
LORD our God,
The vengeance of His temple.

29 “Call together the archers against
Babylon.
All you who bend the bow, encamp
against it all around;
Let none of them 'escape.
aRepay her according to her work;
According to all she has done, do to
her;
bFor she has been proud against the
LORD,
Against the Holy One of Israel.
30aTherefore her young men shall fall in
the streets,
And all her men of war shall be cut off
in that day,” says the LORD.
31 “Behold, I am against you,
0 most haughty one!” says the Lord
Gob of hosts;
“For your day has come,
IThe time that I will punish you.
32 The most proud shall stumble and
fall,
And no one will raise him up;
b1 will kindle a fire in his cities,
And it will devour all around him.”

33Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“The children of Israel were oppressed,
Along with the children of Judah;
All who took them captive have held

them fast;
They have refused to let them go.
34 aTheir Redeemer is strong;

bThe LoRD of hosts is His name.

He will thoroughly plead their case,

That He may give rest to the land,

And disquiet the inhabitants of
Babylon.

35 “A sword is against the Chaldeans,” says
the LORD,
“Against the inhabitants of Babylon,
And %against her princes and Yher
wise men.

50:21 The prophets make frequent use of puns, and here there Repay her: An idea expressed in 25:14.

are two plays on names. Merathaim (“Land of Double Rebellion”): 59:33, 34 Assurance that the Redeemer of Israel is strong and
A name for southern Babylonia, from the Hebrew root meaning il deliver His people. See note on Ezek. 34:23.

“to rebel.” Pekod (“Punishment”): The name of a tribe, from a

Hebrew root meaning “to punish.”

50:35-37 An oracle of a sword . . . against the Chaldeans, a

reversal of her role in Ezek. 21, where Babylon is the sword.

50:29 A second summons against Babylon. See note on v. 2.



36 Asword is “against the soothsayers,
and they will be fools.
A sword is against her mighty men,
and they will be dismayed.
37 A sword is against their horses,
Against their chariots,
And against all “the mixed peoples
who are in her midst;
And bthey will become like women.
A sword is against her treasures, and
they will be robbed.
38 aA Idrought is against her waters, and
they will be dried up.
For it is the land of carved images,
And they are insane with their idols.

39 “Therefore? the wild desert beasts shall
dwell there with the jackals,
And the ostriches shall dwell in it.
bIt shall be inhabited no more forever,
Nor shall it be dwelt in from
generation to generation.
4042As God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah
And their neighbors,” says the LORD,
“So no one shall reside there,
Nor son of man bdwell in it.

41 “Behold,? a people shall come from the
north,
And a great nation and many kings
Shall be raised up from the ends of the
earth.
42 aThey shall hold the bow and the lance;
bThey are cruel and shall not show
mercy.
¢Their voice shall roar like the sea;
They shall ride on horses,
Set in array, like a man for the battle,
Against you, O daughter of Babylon.

43 “The king of Babylon has %heard the
report about them,
And his hands grow feeble;
Anguish has taken hold of him,
Pangs as of a woman in Pchildbirth.

44 “Behold,? he shall come up like a lion

from the 'floodplain of the Jordan

Against the dwelling place of the
strong;

But I will make them suddenly run
away from her.

And who is a chosen man that I may
appoint over her?

For who is like Me?

Who will arraign Me?
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36 dls. 44:25;
Jer. 48:30
37 aJer. 25:20;

Ezek. 30:5 bJer.

51:30; Nah.
3:13

38 als. 44:27;
Jer. 51:36; Rev.
16:12 1So with
MT, Tg., Vg.;
Syr. sword;
LXX omits A
drought is

394ls. 13:21,
22; 34:14; Jer.
51:37; Rev.
18:2 bls. 13:20;
Jer. 25:12

40 9Gen.
19:24, 25;
Is. 13:19; Jer.
49:18; [Luke
17:28-30];
2 Pet. 2:6;
Jude 7 bls.
13:20

41 dls, 13:2-5;
Jer. 6:22;
25:14;51:27

42 aJer. 6:23 bls.
13:18 ¢ls. 5:30

43 aJer. 51:31
bJer. 6:24

44 aJer.
49:19-2110r
thicket

bJob 41:10;
Jer. 49:19

45 9[Ps, 33:11;
Is. 14:24]; Jer.
51:10, 11 bJer.
51:29 ¢Jer.
49:19, 20

46 %Rev. 18:9

CHAPTER 51
14ls, 47:1; Jer.

50:1 b2 Kin.
19:7; Jer. 4:11;
Hos. 13:15
ILit. The Midst
of Those

Who Rise Up
Against Me;

a code word
for Chaldea,
Babylonia

24s. 41:16;

Jer. 15:7; Matt.
3:12 bJer.
50:14

3ajer. 50:14, 29
bJer. 50:21

4.9 Jer. 49:26;
50:30, 37

54[ls. 54:7, 8;
Jer. 33:24-26;
46:28]

6 aJer. 50:8;
Rev. 18:4 bJer.
50:15 Jer.
25:14

7 aJer. 25:15;
Hab. 2:16; Rev.
17:4 bRev. 14:8
¢Jer. 25:16

JEREMIAH 51:7

And bwho is that shepherd
Who will withstand Me?”

45 Therefore hear “the counsel of the
LORD that He has taken against
Babylon,

And His purposes that He has
proposed against the land of the
Chaldeans:

cSurely the least of the flock shall draw
them out;

Surely He will make their dwelling
place desolate with them.

46 aAt the noise of the taking of Babylon

The earth trembles,

And the cry is heard among the
nations.

The Utter Destruction of Babylon
51 Thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will raise up against
4Babylon,
Against those who dwell in 'Leb Kamai,
bA destroying wind.
2 AndIwill send winnowers to
Babylon,
‘Who shall winnow her and empty her
land.
bFor in the day of doom
They shall be against her all around.
3 Against her %let the archer bend his
bow,
And lift himself up against her in his
armor.
Do not spare her young men;
bUtterly destroy all her army.
4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land of
the Chaldeans,
2And those thrust through in her streets.
5 For Israel is “not forsaken, nor Judah,
By his God, the LORD of hosts,
Though their land was filled with sin
against the Holy One of Israel.”

6 aFlee from the midst of Babylon,
And every one save his life!
Do not be cut off in her iniquity,
For bthis is the time of the LORD’s
vengeance;
¢He shall recompense her.
7 aBabylon was a golden cup in the
LorD’s hand,
That made all the earth drunk.
bThe nations drank her wine;
Therefore the nations care deranged.

50:38-40 Babylon will dry up like a desert, and only wild an- from 6:22-24, where the daughter of Zion is addressed. Verses
44-46, directed to the Chaldeans, are repeated with slight vari-
50:41-46 Babylon, once the dreaded foe from the north, now ation from 49:19-21, where Edom is addressed.

stands in dread of another foe from the north. Directed here to 51:1 Leb Kamai is an “atbash” (see note on 25:26) for Chaldea.
the king of Babylon, vv. 41-43 are repeated with slight variation

imals will live there.
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8 Babylon has suddenly ?fallen and
been destroyed.
bwail for her!
¢Take balm for her pain;
Perhaps she may be healed.

9 We would have healed Babylon,
But she is not healed.
Forsake her, and %let us go everyone to
his own country;
bFor her judgment reaches to heaven
and is lifted up to the skies.
10 The LORD has %revealed our
righteousness.
Come and let us ’declare in Zion the
work of the LORD our God.

1 aMake’ the arrows bright!
Gather the shields!
bThe LORD has raised up the spirit of
the kings of the Medes.
CFor His plan is against Babylon to
destroy it,
Because it is “the vengeance of the
LORD,
The vengeance for His temple.
12 aSet up the standard on the walls of
Babylon;
Make the guard strong,
Set up the watchmen,
Prepare the ambushes.
For the LORD has both devised and
done
‘What He spoke against the inhabitants
of Babylon.
13 40 you who dwell by many waters,
Abundant in treasures,
Your end has come,
The measure of your covetousness.
14 aThe LORD of hosts has sworn by
Himself:
“Surely I will fill you with men, Pas with
locusts,
And they shall lift ‘up a shout against

”

you.

15 aHe has made the earth by His
power;
He has established the world by His
wisdom,
And bstretched out the heaven by His
understanding.
16 When He utters His voice—
There is a multitude of waters in the
heavens:
2“He causes the vapors to ascend from
the ends of the earth;
He makes lightnings for the rain;
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WORD . WEALTH

51:15 world, tebel; Strong’s #8398: The fruit-
ful earth; the globe, the world, the dry land;

earth’s substantial material (land); also the

entire world (that is, all its inhabitants). Tebel

occurs 36 times. God formed or established

the world (see 1Sam. 2:8). The primary idea is

land in general, or inhabited world (Prov. 8:31).
The root of tebel is yabal, “to bring,” which

may imply earth that produces.

He brings the wind out of His
treasuries.”

17 aEveryone is dull-hearted, without
knowledge;
Every metalsmith is put to shame by
the carved image;
bFor his molded image is falsehood,
And there is no breath in them.
18 They are futile, a work of errors;
In the time of their punishment they
shall perish.
19 The *Portion of Jacob is not like them,
For He is the Maker of all things;
And Israel is the tribe of His
inheritance.
The LORD of hosts is His name.

20 “You? are My battle-ax and weapons of
war:
For with you I will break the nation in
pieces;
With you I will destroy kingdoms;
21 With you I will break in pieces the
horse and its rider;
With you I will break in pieces the
chariot and its rider;
22 With you also I will break in pieces
man and woman;
With you I will break in pieces 2old
and young;
With you I will break in pieces the
young man and the maiden;
23 With you also I will break in pieces the
shepherd and his flock;
With you I will break in pieces the
farmer and his yoke of oxen;
And with you I will break in pieces
governors and rulers.

24“And? I will repay Babylon
And all the inhabitants of Chaldea
For all the evil they have done
In Zion in your sight,” says the LORD.

25 “Behold, I am against you,
20 destroying mountain,

51:15-19 Repeated with slight variation from 10:12-16. The tition. Babylon is described as a hammer, an instrument used
by God to carry out His punishment.

51:20-23 One of Jeremiah’s literary devices is the use of repe- 51:24 Even though Babylon was the instrument in the hand

name “Israel” does not occur in the Hebrew of v. 19.



Who destroys all the earth,” says the
LORD.
“And I will stretch out My hand against
you,
Roll you down from the rocks,
bAnd make you a burnt mountain.
26 They shall not take from you a stone
fora corner
Nor a stone for a foundation,
aBut you shall be desolate forever,” says
the LORD.

27 aSet up a banner in the land,
Blow the trumpet among the nations!
bPrepare the nations against her,
Call ¢the kingdoms together against
her:
Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz.
Appoint a general against her;
Cause the horses to come up like the
bristling locusts.
28 Prepare against her the nations,
With the kings of the Medes,
Its governors and all its rulers,
All the land of his dominion.
29 And the land will tremble and sorrow;
For every “purpose of the LORD shall
be performed against Babylon,
bTo make the land of Babylon a
desolation without inhabitant.
30 The mighty men of Babylon have
ceased fighting,
They have remained in their
strongholds;
Their might has failed,
aThey became like women;
They have burned her dwelling places,
bThe bars of her gate are broken.
31 40ne runner will run to meet another,
And one messenger to meet another,
To show the king of Babylon that his
city is taken on all sides;
324The passages are blocked,
The reeds they have burned with fire,
And the men of war are terrified.

33For thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel:

“The daughter of Babylon is %like a
threshing floor
When Yit is time to thresh her;
Yet a little while
¢And the time of her harvest will come.”

of God, she will fall as did Assyria (Is. 10:5, 15) because of her

arrogance.

51:27 The third summons against Babylon. See note on 50:2.

51:34—40 The deliverance of Jerusalem will be miraculous, but
Babylon will be destroyed (see note on 50:4-7), become a heap
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Jer. 51:55; Dan.
9:26
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50:15 'A Bab-
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JEREMIAH 51:44

34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
Has devoured me, he has crushed me;
He has made me an Yempty vessel,

He has swallowed me up like a monster;

He has filled his stomach with my
delicacies,

He has spit me out.

35 Let the violence done to me and my

flesh be upon Babylon,”

The inhabitant of Zion will say;

“And my blood be upon the inhabitants

of Chaldea!”

Jerusalem will say.

36Therefore thus says the LORD:

“Behold, I will plead your case and
take vengeance for you.
bT will dry up her sea and make her
springs dry.
37 aBabylon shall become a heap,
A dwelling place for jackals,
bAn astonishment and a hissing,
Without an inhabitant.
38 They shall roar together like lions,
They shall growl like lions’ whelps.
39 In their excitement I will prepare their
feasts;
a1 will make them drunk,
That they may rejoice,
And sleep a perpetual sleep
And not awake,” says the LORD.
40 “Twill bring them down
Like lambs to the slaughter,
Like rams with male goats.

41 “Oh, how 2Sheshach’ is taken!
Oh, how Pthe praise of the whole earth
is seized!
How Babylon has become desolate
among the nations!
42 @The sea has come up over Babylon;
She is covered with the multitude of
its waves.
43 aHer cities are a desolation,
A dryland and a wilderness,
Aland where no one dwells,
Through which no son of man passes.
44 Twill punish “Bel’ in Babylon,
And I'will bring out of his mouth what
he has swallowed;
And the nations shall not stream to
him anymore.
Yes, bthe wall of Babylon shall fall.

51:41 Sheshach: An “atbash” cipher. See note on 25:26.

51:44 Punish Bel: Babylon’s defeat will also be the defeat of her

(v. 37), a dwelling place for jackals (see note on 9:11), an as-

tonishment and a hissing (see note on 18:16).

god. God will bring out of his mouth what he has swallowed,
that is, the captive people, idols and images, and the loot taken
from conquered lands.



JEREMIAH 51:45

45 “My? people, go out of the midst of her!
And let everyone deliver Thimself
from the fierce anger of the LORD.
And lest your heart faint,
And you fear ?for the rumor that will
be heard in the land
(A rumor will come one year,
And after that, in another year
A rumor will come,
And violence in the land,
Ruler against ruler),
47 Therefore behold, the days are coming
That I will bring judgment on the
carved images of Babylon;
Her whole land shall be ashamed,
And all her slain shall fall in her midst.
Then %the heavens and the earth and
all that is in them
Shall sing joyously over Babylon;
bFor the plunderers shall come to her
from the north,” says the LORD.

46

48

49 As Babylon has caused the slain of
Israel to fall,
So at Babylon the slain of all the earth
shall fall.
50 2You who have escaped the sword,
Get away! Do not stand still!
bRemember the LORD afar off,
And let Jerusalem come to your mind.

51 aWe are ashamed because we have
heard reproach.
Shame has covered our faces,
For strangers have come into the
Isanctuaries of the LORD’s house.

52 “Therefore behold, the days are
coming,” says the LORD,
“That I will bring judgment on her
carved images,
And throughout all her land the
wounded shall groan.
53 aThough Babylon were to 'mount up to
heaven,
And though she were to fortify the
height of her strength,
Yet from Me plunderers would come
to her,” says the LORD.

54aThe sound of a cry comes from
Babylon,
And great destruction from the land
of the Chaldeans,
55 Because the LORD is plundering
Babylon
And silencing her loud voice,

51:59-64 A prose conclusion to the book and especially to the
prophecy concerning Babylon. Seraiah, Baruch’s brother, was
to take the written message against Babylon to that city, read
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CHAPTER 52
142 Kin. 24:18;
2 Chr. 36:11

it, tie a stone to it, and throw it into the Euphrates River. The

Though her waves roar like great
waters,

And the noise of their voice is uttered,

56 Because the plunderer comes against

her, against Babylon,

And her mighty men are taken.

Every one of their bows is broken;

@For the LORD is the God of recompense,
He will surely repay.

57 “And I will make drunk
Her princes and *wise men,
Her governors, her deputies, and her
mighty men.
And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep
And not awake,” says Pthe King,
Whose name is the LORD of hosts.

58Thus says the LORD of hosts:

“The broad walls of Babylon shall be
utterly “broken,’
And her high gates shall be burned
with fire;
bThe people will labor in vain,
And the nations, because of the fire;
And they shall be weary.”

Jeremiah’s Command to Seraiah
59The word which Jeremiah the prophet
commanded Seraiah the son of “Neriah, the
son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zed-
ekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in the
fourth year of his reign. And Seraiah was
the quartermaster. 60So Jeremiah wrote
inabook all the evil that would come upon
Babylon, all these words that are written
against Babylon. 6l1And Jeremiah said to
Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon and
see it, and read all these words, 62then you
shall say, ‘O LORD, You have spoken against
this place to cut it off, so that “none shall
*remain in it, neither man nor beast, but it
shall be desolate forever. 63Now it shall be,
when you have finished reading this book,
Athat you shall tie a stone to it and throw it
out into the Euphrates. 64Then you shall say,
‘Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise from
the catastrophe that I will bring upon her.
And they shall be weary.”
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

The Fall of Jerusalem Reviewed

5 Zedekiah was “twenty-one years
old when he became king, and he

reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His

mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter

city of Babylon would sink as the book had sunk.

52:1-27 A historical appendix to the book. Very close parallel
to 2 Kin. 24:18—25:21.



of Jeremiah of bLibnah. 2He also did evil in
the sight of the LORD, according to all that
Jehoiakim had done. 3For because of the
anger of the LORD this happened in Jerusa-
lem and Judabh, till He finally cast them out
from His presence. Then Zedekiah %rebelled
against the king of Babylon.

4Now it came to pass in the *ninth year of
his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth
day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem and encamped against
it; and they built a siege wall against it all
around. 580 the city was besieged until
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 6By
the fourth month, on the ninth day of the
month, the famine had become so severe
in the city that there was no food for the
people of the land. 7Then the city wall was
broken through, and all the men of war fled
and went out of the city at night by way of
the gate between the two walls, which was
by the king’s garden, even though the Chal-
deans were near the city all around. And
they went by way of the 'plain.

8But the army of the Chaldeans pursued
the king, and they overtook Zedekiah in
the plains of Jericho. All his army was scat-
tered from him. 99So they took the king
and brought him up to the king of Babylon
at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he
pronounced judgment on him. 104Then the
king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah
before his eyes. And he killed all the princes
of Judah in Riblah. "He also ?put out the
eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon
bound him in 'bronze fetters, took him to
Babylon, and put him in prison till the day
of his death.

The Temple and City Plundered
and Burned

12aNow in the fifth month, on the tenth
day of the month (*which was the nine-
teenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon), ‘Nebuzaradan, the captain of
the guard, who served the king of Babylon,
came to Jerusalem. 13He burned the house
of the LORD and the king’s house; all the
houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses
of the great, he burned with fire. 14And all
the army of the Chaldeans who were with
the captain of the guard broke down all
the walls of Jerusalem all around. 15Then
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard car-
ried away captive some of the poor people,
the rest of the people who remained in the
city, the defectors who had deserted to the

52:1 Jeremiah: Not the prophet.
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king of Babylon, and the rest of the crafts-
men. 16But Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard left some of the poor of the land as
vinedressers and farmers.

17The bbronze pillars that were in the
house of the LORD, and the carts and the
bronze Sea that were in the house of the
LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and
carried all their bronze to Babylon. 18They
also took away “%the pots, the shovels, the
trimmers, the 'bowls, the spoons, and all
the bronze utensils with which the priests
ministered. 19The basins, the firepans, the
bowls, the pots, the lampstands, the spoons,
and the cups, whatever was solid gold and
whatever was solid silver, the captain of the
guard took away. 20The two pillars, one Sea,
the twelve bronze bulls which were under
it, and the carts, which King Solomon had
made for the house of the LorRD—*%the
bronze of all these articles was beyond
measure. 2INow concerning the @pillars: the
height of one pillar was eighteen 'cubits, a
measuring line of twelve cubits could mea-
sure its circumference, and its thickness
was Zfour fingers; it was hollow. 22A capital
of bronze was on it; and the height of one
capital was five cubits, with a network and
pomegranates all around the capital, all of
bronze. The second pillar, with pomegran-
ates was the same. 23There were ninety-six
pomegranates on the sides; 4all the pome-
granates, all around on the network, were
one hundred.

The People Taken Captive to Babylonia
249The captain of the guard took Seraiah
the chief priest, bZephaniah the second
priest, and the three doorkeepers. 25He
also took out of the city an 'officer who had
charge of the men of war, seven men of the
king'’s close associates who were found in
the city, the principal scribe of the army
who mustered the people of the land, and
sixty men of the people of the land who
were found in the midst of the city. 26And
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took
these and brought them to the king of Bab-
ylon at Riblah. 27Then the king of Babylon
struck them and put them to death at Rib-
lah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was
carried away captive from its own land.
28aThese are the people whom Nebuchad-
nezzar carried away captive: bin the seventh
year, ‘three thousand and twenty-three Jews;
294in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnez-
zar he carried away captive from Jerusalem
eight hundred and thirty-two persons; 30in
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the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, | 31 «in.

Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard car-
ried away captive of the Jews seven hundred
and forty-five persons. All the persons were
four thousand six hundred.

Jehoiachin Released from Prison
319Now it came to pass in the thirty-

seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin

king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the

25:27-30 '0r
Awil-Marduk;
lit. The Man of
Marduk

bGen. 40:13,
20; Ps. 3:3;
27:6 2Showed
favor to

twenty-fifth day of the month, that 'Evil- | 332 Sam. 97,

Merodach king of Babylon, in the first year

18; 1Kin. 2.7
ILit. he

of his reign, blifted? up the head of Jehoia-
chin king of Judah and brought him out of
prison. 32And he spoke kindly to him and
gave him a more prominent seat than those
of the kings who were with him in Babylon.
3380 'Jehoiachin changed from his prison
garments, “and he ate bread regularly be-
fore the king all the days of his life. 34And
as for his provisions, there was a regular
ration given him by the king of Babylon,
a portion for each day until the day of his
death, all the days of his life.

52:30-34 Very close parallel to 2 Kin. 25:27-30. Jerermiah 52:34 adds until the day of his death (see v. 11), probably a contrast
between the fate of Zedekiah who remained in prison until he died, and Jehoiachin who was freed from prison.
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TRUTH IN ACTION

THROUGH JEREMIAH

Letting the Holy Spirit Bring God’s Truth to Life in You

JEREMIAH TEACHES TEXT JEREMIAH INVITES

@ Growing in Godliness 29:11-14  Call, pray, seek, search for God with

all your heart and He will be found.
Believe He wants good things for you
and has a plan for your life.

Godliness starts with
redemption, the process in
which old things pass away
and new things come to pass,
by God’s mercy and grace
(2 Cor. 5:17). Jeremiah paints a
vivid picture revealing God’s
ability and willingness to save,

31:17 Hope in God for your children’s
future, realizing this promise is ours
today as well. Claim this promise for
redemption for the prodigal child in

cleanse, and restore beyond your family.
human rebellion, idolatry,
deception, and corruption. 31:25 Receive God's restoration. He desires
Today, He does this through to satisfy your weary soul and support
the death and resurrection those who are sorrowful or fainthearted.
of Jesus, the Messiah whom
Jeremiah anticipated in faith 33:8-11 Look to God for forgiveness. Receive
to redeem and restore God’s His restoration of joy, praise, and hon-
people. or. Bring the sacrifice of praise into
God’s house. Be involved in a church
where you can grow in, worship, and
thank God for all He has done.
Cultivating Dynamic 9:23,24  Boast only in knowing and under-
Devotion standing God.
A person might boast in

31:31-34  Enter into the New Covenant of Jesus.
Ask God to write His laws on your
mind and heart. Know the Lord; He
loves you. Receive His forgiveness,
knowing that He removes your iniq-
uity and sin so completely that He no
longer remembers it.

wisdom, strength, or wealth.
Though useful, these things
are only temporary. Only
knowing and understanding
God has life-changing, eternal
value. The Lord delights in our
knowing His lovingkindness,
justice, and righteousness.

Prioritize the things you 33:6-13  Understand that God’s ultimate pur-
value and cultivate dynamic pose for people is always redemption,
devotion by placing God first. salvation, and restoration. Remem-

ber, God loves you completely and
without limit.
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JEREMIAH TEACHES TEXT JEREMIAH INVITES
Pursuing Holiness 15:17 Do not affiliate with those who mock
The challenge of God and His ways.
holiness is to walk in God’s .
ways in the midst of both 33:7, 8, Rgmember that the Lord is our
overt and subtle pressures 15,16 righteousness. In Jesus, the Branch of
to sin. Even when the sin righteousness, we will be made righ-
appears to be “no big deal,” teous and receive full pardon (Rom.
we are enabled to resist and 3:22-24).
walk in holiness by the grace
and power of God. In all our 35:1-19 Learn from the Rechabites, who were
decisions, God calls us to faithful to obey their father’s com-
remain faithful to walk in His mand not to drink wine. Even when
ways. handed wine by a prophet in the
temple, they remained faithful. Hold
to what you know is right regardless of
the circumstances.
The Walk of Faith 12:1-5 Recognize that we do not always un-
Jeremiah is an exquisite derstand God’s judgments or timing.
Ask God questions in humility and
example of someone who X
succeeded in being willing to with reverence. Be ready to accept
walk in faith, to speak in faith, an answer that may be different from
and to obey in faith regardless what you expect.
of the personal cost. This godly .
young man may not have 12:6 Be aware there may be times your
appeared successful in either famﬂy d9e§ not understand your call-
his life or his ministry, as some Ing to ministry.
define success. Throughout
more than 40 years of 17:14-18 Turn to the Lord for healing and
ministry, he was scorned, deliverance when you are persecuted.
mocked, disregarded, laughed Leave vengeance to Him.
at, falsely accused, imprisoned,
starved, and physically abused. 20:2,7-18  Cling to the Lord in faith, especially
Both religious and political when you are fiercely attacked.
rulers, as well as his own
family, rejected him and his 38:4-13,28 Know that persecution sometimes ac-

words. Jeremiah looked to the
Lord for power to overcome in
all his struggles, and the Lord
deemed him faithful.

companies faithful obedience to God.
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JEREMIAH TEACHES TEXT JEREMIAH INVITES
@ Preparing for the 1:4-10 Recognize the prophetic calling. Jere-

Prophetic miah was set apart as a prophet while

. still in his mother’s womb. Mothers,
Jeremiah was called as a understand that God has gifts and call-
prophet to the nations as a ings for unborn children. Pray for His
young person. God, who is plans and purposes in your baby’s life.
the same yesterday, today, Prophetic people: accept the prophet-
and forever,' continues to call ic calling and gift. Say “yes” to God.
people as His prophets to the
2;2?;1 lsl 0]1)(;) ;1)(:: 1?231? fz’gll;r 1:11, 12 Re(‘:o‘gnize and supmit tg the Lo‘rd's
walking into God’s calling training for functloplng in the gift
and destiny for your life. God of p Fophecy. Ask Him FO open your
called Jeremiah, trained Him, spiritual eyes to the things He wants
and sent Him out by His Spirit to show you.
to faithfully speak His word. . . L.
Study Jeremiah’s life and 1:13-19 Learn to yvalt and listen for God’s in-
learn from his willingness to terpretation of what you see pr.ophetl-
obey the Lord and speak His cally. Hurt or confusion can arise when
word regardless of adverse we try to place our own understanding
circumstances. God is calling on what God has shown us. Trust in
many of us. We are to respond the Lord; He will deliver you from
as Jeremiah did, to go and those who would oppose His word.
speak all He commands.

21,2 Learn to speak only what the Lord
asks you to say. Be careful not to add
to or take away from what God has
given you. Ask the Lord if you are
to speak it or pray over it. God gives
prophetic insight for a variety of
reasons. Avoid using phrases such
as, “the Lord said.” Be aware of the
potential harm when we say what God
has not said. Remember that timing
is very important in delivering a word
from the Lord. Ask God to show you
His perfect timing and to give you His
heart in all you speak.

32:16-25 Understand that we do not always
understand fully God’s plan when He
asks us to obey.

33:3 Call to the Lord, and ask Him to show

you things beyond your own ability to
perceive.




PETER

AUTHOR: Peter
DATE: A.D. Early Sixties

THEMES: Hope in Suffering as a Christian; Glory Awaits
KEY WORDS: God, Glory, Grace, Holy, Spirit, Suffer, Hope

AUTHOR
The letter claims to be from the apostle Peter, and there is no evidence that the
early church ever challenged Petrine authorship. Silvanus, who accompanied
Paul on his second missionary journey, was likely Peter’s secretary in composing
1 Peter (5:12), which probably explains the letter’s polished Greek style.

There are linguistic and literary parallels between the Book of 1 Peter and
Peter’s speeches as recorded in Acts. Peter’s Pentecost address and 1 Peter have
the following in common:

+ Christ’s sacrifice was foreordained (cf. 1:20 with Acts 2:23)

+ Christ’s resurrection and ascension glory are presented together (cf. 1 Pet.

1:21 with Acts 2:32-35)
+ The role of baptism is related to forgiveness of sins (cf. 1 Pet. 3:21 with Acts
2:38).

If we compare Peter’s speech at the Jerusalem Council and the Book of 1 Peter,
we see two prominent parallels between them:

+ God’s choice in salvation (cf. 1:2; 2:9 with Acts 15:7)

« Purity of heart with response to the gospel (cf. 1 Pet. 1:22 with Acts 15:9).

OCCASION AND DATE

Peter addresses Christians living in various parts of Asia Minor who are suffer-
ing rejection in the world because of their obedience to Christ (4:1-4, 12-16). He
therefore reminds them that they have a heavenly inheritance (1:3-5). Peter has
learned of their trials and thus addresses them as “pilgrims of the Dispersion”
(1:1), a phrase reminiscent of exiled Israel in the Old Testament, but also appro-
priate for these Christians (see 1:17; 2:11). They are mostly converted Gentiles. At
one time, they were “not a people” (2:10, hardly true of the Jews). Their former
life was one of lewdness, drunkenness, and idolatries (4:3), more descriptive
of pagan Gentiles than of first-century Jews. Their compatriots are surprised
that they now live differently (4:4). Although suffering is a “fiery trial” (4:12), it
apparently does not yet entail martyrdom. Furthermore, persecution is often
the exception (see 3:13, 14; 4:16).

Ancient tradition suggests that Peter was martyred in Rome in conjunction
with Nero's severe persecution of Christians after the burning of Rome in A.D.
64. This letter was likely written toward the end of Peter’s life, but while he could
still say, “Honor the king” (2:17). The early sixties are a good estimate for the
composition of 1 Peter.



1843 INTRODUCTION TO 1 PETER

CONTENT

Accompanying several exhortations for faithful living while in a society that
is ungodly, the salvation promised in the gospel is also very much in view. The
future salvation that awaits believers at the revelation of Christ is especially
prominent at the outset of the letter (1:3-13). This is the “hope” of the Christian
referred to in 1:3, 13, 21; 3:15. Even as Christ suffered and then was glorified,
so we should anticipate the glory ahead, though we may be persecuted for
our faith in this life (1:6, 7; 4:12, 13). Patience in the midst of unjust suffering is
“commendable before God” (2:20).

Also addressed is the important goal of believers’ pointing others to God by
their godly lifestyles. We proclaim the praises of God (2:9), influence pagans to
glorify God (2:12), silence foolish people by doing good works (2:15), win spous-
es to Christ by our examples (3:1), shame ungodly critics (3:15, 16), and puzzle
former companions (4:4).

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Since all true Christians experience hostility from an ungodly world, the call to
patience and holiness amid suffering is applicable to all. However, the message
is most pertinent where the opposition is severe. Persecution of Christians
is as great in many areas of the world today as it was in the first century, and
1 Peter offers hope to those suffering for Christ’s sake. First Peter assures us
that although we may experience suffering now, we will be partakers of God’s
glory that will be revealed. In the meantime, (1) we are to be a redeeming force
in the world, and (2) we have reason to rejoice as we anticipate Christ’s return
in glory (1:4-7).

CHRIST REVEALED

In four separate passages (1:11; 3:18; 4:13; 5:1), Peter links Christ’s sacrificial suf-
ferings with His glory that followed His death. The letter details the fruits of
Christ’s suffering and victory, including provision for a new life now and hope
for the future (see 1:3, 18, 19; 3:18).

In other ways, Christ makes a profound difference in our lives:

+ Welove Him (1:8)

+ We come to Him (2:4)

« We offer “spiritual sacrifices” through Him (2:5)

« We are reproached because of Him (4:14)

« We should expect to be rewarded when He returns (5:4).

THE HOLY SPIRIT AT WORK
The Holy Spirit is active in the entire process of salvation:

+ The “Spirit of Christ” in the Old Testament prophets “testified beforehand”
concerning the Cross and the subsequent glory (1:10, 11)

« Christ was raised from the dead “by the Spirit” (3:18)

« We preach the gospel by the Spirit (1:12)

« We respond in obedience through the Spirit (1:2, 22)

+ We receive a foretaste of the coming glory through the Spirit (cf. 4:14 with
v.13 and 5:1).
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(3 Bithynia, 2%elect Yaccording to the fore-| 1'pe 10

1845 1 PETER 1:6

Greeting to the Elect Pilgrims | CHAPTER 1 knowledge of God the Father, ¢in sancti-
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, sames 11| fication of the Spirit, for obedience* and

. . L sojourners, esprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
To the 'pilgrims @of the Dispersion in ﬁggg’;ﬁg o
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and | 2¢ph. 1:4 fGrace to you and *peace be multiplied.

b[Rom. 8:29]; )
€2 Thess, 2:13 A Heavenly Inheritance

‘;gg";_- :lfb*'& 3aBlessed be the God and Father of our ()

. 1022;1224 | Lord Jesus Christ, who baccording to His
onom 17 .| abundant *mercy ‘has begotten us again to
I bless You, God and Father 105.-seewW | a living *hope 4through the *resurrection

at Luke 1:79.

. 3agph, 1:36Gal. | Of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheri-
o my OIS S R s &> | tance'incorruptible and undefiled and that
According to Your abundant ¢ Cor 1520, | does not fade away, “reserved in *heaven
mercy, | have been reborn of seewiaztin. for you, 58who are kept by the *power of

) i 116, SeeWW | God through faith for *salvation ready to
Your Spirit to a living hope “Seewiiat | be revealed in the last *time.

through the res urrection iy 6In this you greatly rejoice, though now ()
of Jesus Christ from the gmeershable | bforalittle while, if need be, cyou have been
211

dead, to an inheritance 5o 1028;
incorruptible and undefiled .o WORD . WEALTH
Acts 4:33. «
and that does not fade away. | ‘secwwa 1:5 kept, phroured; Strong’s #5432: A mili-

Luke 19:9. «

Thank You for reserving See VW at tary term picturing a sentry standing guard
) Col. 4:5. as protection against the enemy. We are in
it in heaven -f or me. %QM 5’2, ‘31127 spiritual combat, but God’s power and peace

Adapted from1Peter 1:3, 4 :J;reqei_}f; (Phil. 4:7) are our sentinels and protectors.

1:1 Although the phrase pilgrims of the Dispersion has as its the same Greek verb is rendered “having been born again”). The
background the exiles of the OT Jewish dispersion, the recipients living Christ makes possible a living hope.

of this letter were predominantly Gentile Christians. 1:4 Unlike ancient Israel’s inheritance of Canaan, the Chris-

1:2 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet. ;'6’"}'; iggeg(t)e)mce is eternal life in the kingdom of God (see Mark
1:2 Elect: Even as God chose Israel, in the counsels of eternity 1:5 salvation in the NT is past, present, and future. Here our
He chose the church as His own people. final glorious salvation at the Second Coming of Christ is in view.
1:3-5 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet. 1:6-9 The prospect of salvation at the Second Coming of Christ

inspires great joy in the midst of suffering. There is also a present
1:3 Begotten us again refers to the New Birth (see v. 23, where foretaste of this salvation through faith (v. 9).

A LETTER TO CHRISTIANS ABROAD

Black Ses

300 miles

o W

The First Epistle of Peter is addressed to “the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.”
Writing from Rome, the author encourages them to be strong in the faith as they encounter persecutions.




esied of the grace that would come to you,

17 aActs 10:34
Isojourning,

1 PETER 1:7 1846
6 ldistressed
74James 1:3
WORD . WEALTH blob 23:10 m- DYNAMICS
[Rom. 2:7]
1:8 rejoice, agalliad; Strong's #21: To be ex- *SEEM;“ 1:18, 19 Our Greatest Need Is for Salvation,
tremely joyful or glad. This is the second time | ga1 john 4:20 HUMAN WORTH/DIVINE DESTINY. The value
in this passage the apostle Peter speaks of the bJohn 20:29 of the human being can be inferred from the
Christian greatly rejoicing (1:6, 8). n both cases, |, 1"‘"1'2"’;3"’; 1 price paid to redeem humanity (John 3:16;
itis stated as being because God has provided | 12 agpn, 3:10 1 Cor. 6:20). God the Son, the Divine One
salvation through the vehicle of the believer’s INU, M you through whom the worlds were created, be-
faith in Christ. This faith has been shown to be ‘%Zé""{vsat Acts | came flesh and died for the sins of humanity.
genuine because it has been refined by trials, | \yy 5 o That He willingly shed His blood and died for
as if through fire (1:7). It has grown and stood 20:21. + See us reveals not only the value of the human
the test even though Christ has not been seen WW at Matt. personality, but also the importance of sal-
by physical eyes, only by the “eyes” of faith 1%~ vation. Through Christ, believers are forgiven,
(1:8). But even greater joy lies ahead for the Mark 12:30. reckoned to be righteous, and by New Birth
believer who perseveres through the “fiery are renewed in the image of God. Fallen men
trial” (4212, 13) of sufferings here and now. There and women can only produce the works of
is blessing now for such faithfulness and glory the flesh. Only the Spirit, by the New Birth,
at Christ’s coming again (4:14). can renew and recover that which was de-
stroyed by the Fall (_John 3:5, 6). To reach high-
lgrieved by various trials, 7that “the gen- est human potential and to have abundant
uineness of your faith, being much more life, one must accept Jesus Christ by faith.
. . . - . *
precious than gold that perishes, though bit (James 2:1-9/Gen. 1:26-28%) C.B.
. e s
is tested by fire, “may be founq to "praise, at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14as *obedi-(3)
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus ent children, not 2conforming* yourselves
@ Christ, s%whom having not 'seen you love. a[R 25, | to the formér lusts, as in osr 3’ norance;
bThough now you do not see Him, yet be- 45T 122 15%hut as He who called 03’ is holg ou also
lieving, you rejoice with joy inexpressible | *seeww at be holv i IY é’ + 16b ¥ youa ti
@ and full of glory, receiving the end of your | 259105+ | D€ holyin all your conduct, because It1s
faith—the salvation of your souls. Rom. 12:2. wrll;cten, a Be holy, for I am holy. Gt
100f this salvation the prophets have in- | {3.2°%; 7} And 1flyog an onthe f;lther, th% with-@
quired and searched carefully, who proph- 45 192,207 | Outpartialityjudgesaccording to each one’s

work, conduct yourselves throughout the
time of your 'stay* here in fear; 18knowing

lisearching what, or what manner of time, | dweling as T

athe Spirit of Christ who was in them was |, /*dentaiens | that you were not redeemed with 'corrupt-
indicating when He testified beforehand | a7 - | ible things, like silver or gold, from your
?ﬁ 1caﬂ1ng v e?Che' fs ldlih el o ?ﬁl t 1;:'151ezi'shab/e *aimless conduct received by tradition from
N 511(11 felr]mgs;;)T thr . a}{l o orllef{ that See feathdts | your fathers, 19but dwith the precious blood

would follow. 12To them it was revealed that, | 14:15. 4 ) | $
not to themselves, but to 'us they were min- | {785 7% of Crllll'lSt, bas of E;(I)E;gb vylt(ljloué blemlfsh and
istering the things which now have been | 125;s.537 | Without spot. e indeed was foreor-
reported to you through those who have 22(‘;2?'2-43:25 dained befOI"e the f.Oundatlon o'f the WOI‘ld,
preached the gospel to you by the *Holy | reveakd but was 'manifest in these last times for you
Spirit *sent from heaven—things which Sewwat | Zlwho through Him believe in bGod, “who
aangels *desire to look into. 2oacts224 | raised Him from the dead and Pgave Him
. bActs 2:33 glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

Living Before God Our Father 2 Acts 159
13Therefore gird up the loins of your | twougntne | The Enduring Word

*mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully *Sjg‘\’,’jw at 228ince you “have purified your souls
upon the grace that is tobe brought toyou | 2cor 105. in *obeying the truth 'through the Spirit

1:6, 7 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

1:6 In comparison with the eternal inheritance and salvation to
come (see v. 4, 5), present trials are for a little while.

1:7 Revelation (Gr. apocalypsis) refers to the return of Christ
and suggests disclosure of what was unseen before (see v. 8).

1:8 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.
1:9 See section 4 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.
1:10-12 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

1:10-12 Though the OT prophets had an incomplete vision of
the Christ event, they foretold through the Spirit this salvation
that Christians now have and will experience (see wv. 5-9).

1:13, 14 Therefore: The assuredness of salvation (vv. 10-12) is
basic for holy living. The figure gird up the loins of your mind

comes from Orientals necessarily gathering up their long robes
with a belt to prepare for action.

1:14, 15 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

1:15, 16 The holy nature of God is the motivation for Christian
holiness.

1:17-19 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

1:17 The certainty that God will judge our work is another in-
centive to holiness. Fear has the sense of reverence.

1:18, 19 Slaves in the ancient world could be redeemed (freed)
by payment of the ransom price.

1:20 These last times were inaugurated with the First Coming
of Christ (see Acts 2:17; Heb. 1:2).

1:22, 23 The New Birth brings inner purity, which is manifested
in love for fellow believers.
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1:22 sincere, anupokritos; Strong’s #505:
From a, negative, and hupokrisis, “hypoc-
risy”; thus, “without hypocrisy.” Since hy-
pocrisy originally denoted the acting in a
play, anupokritos signifies a sincerity void
of pretension and without putting on an act.

1:23 The Regenerating Power of God’s

Word, THE WORD OF GOD. Just as we owe

our natural existence to the Creator’s spoken

word and life-giving breath, so we owe our
New Birth to the power of God's Word and the

Holy Spirit’s activation of its power. God’s in-
tent for our created being is only completely
fulfilled when our spirits are alive toward Him.
As sin has produced spiritual death in people
(Eph. 2:1-3), so salvation in Jesus Christ has
provided spiritual life. This text tells us that
the “seed” that has produced new life in us
is the Word of God, which has begotten us
again by the Holy Spirit’s power (Titus 3:5)

and made us members of God’s new creation

(2 Cor. 5:17). The power of God’s Word—the

Holy Scriptures—is in no way more manifest
than in this: its power to bring spiritual life

to all who open to its truth. James 1:18 elab-
orates the fact that God’s “word of truth” is
the means by which He brought us new life,
emphasizing that He has done this as a di-
rection of His own will. God's will to save us
(2 Pet. 3:9) has been effectively expressed

in His Word, which accomplishes that work
(John 1:13). (2 Cor. 3:5-8/Ps. 119:89-91) JW.H.

in 2sincere Ylove* of the brethren, love

one another fervently with a *pure heart,
23ahaving been born again, not of ‘corrupt-

ible seed but Zincorruptible, bthrough the

word of God which lives and abides 3forever,

24because

a“All flesh is as grass,
And all 'the glory of man as the flower
of the grass.
The grass withers,
And its flower falls away,
25 aBut the 'word* of the LORD endures
forever.”

bNow this is the word which by the gospel
was preached to you.

2:1-3 Genuine love for the brethren and eager desire for the
word (gospel, see 1:25) go together and result in spiritual growth.

2:1, 2 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.
2:4-6 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

2:4, 5 By coming to Him (Christ), believers constitute God’s spir-
itual house (temple, see 1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:19-22), wherein
believers as a holy priesthood . . . offer up spiritual sacrifices.

1847

22 bjohn 13:34;
Rom. 12:10;
Heb. 13:1;

1 Pet. 2:17;
3:82Lit. unhyp-
ocritical

*See WW at Heb.
13:1.» See WW
at Matt. 5:8.

23 aJohn 1:13
b1 Thess. 2:13;
James 1:18
Iperishable
2imperishable
3NU omits
forever

24 9Is. 40:6-8;
James 1:10
INU its glory as

254|s. 40:8
blJohn 1:1]
Ispoken word

*See WW at
Matt. 4:4.

CHAPTER 2

1 aHeb. 12:1

*See WW at Gal.
2:13.

2 a[Matt. 18:3;
19:14; Mark
10:15; Luke
18:17]; 1 Cor.
14:20 b1 Cor.
3:2NU adds
up to salvation

3 aPs, 34:8;
Titus 3:4; Heb.
6:5

*See WW at
John 8:52. «
See WW at
Matt. 11:30.

4aPs, 118:22

6 4ls. 28:16;
Rom. 9:32, 33;
10:11; 1 Pet.
2:8

79Ps. 118:22;
Matt. 21:42;
Luke 2:34 'INU
disbelieve

84as. 8:14
b1 Cor. 1:23;
Gal. 5:11
‘Rom. 9:22

*See WW at
Matt. 16:23.

94|s, 9:2; 42:16;
[Acts 26:18;

2 Cor. 4:6]

*See WW at
2 Pet. 15,

See WW at Gal.

1:6. * See WW
at Luke 11:35.
10 aHos. 1:9,
10; 2:23; Rom.
9:25; 10:19

1 PETER 2:10

Therefore, “laying aside all malice, all 3)

deceit, *hypocrisy, envy, and all evil
speaking, 2%as newborn babes, desire the
pure Pmilk of the word, that you may grow
Ithereby, 3if indeed you have “tasted* that
the Lord is *gracious.

The Chosen Stone and
His Chosen People

4Coming to Him as to a living stone, “re-(2)
jected indeed by men, but chosen by God
and precious, 5you also, as living stones,
are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
6Therefore it is also contained in the
Scripture,

a“Behold, Ilay in Zion
A chief cornerstone, elect, precious,
And he who believes on Him will by
no means be put to shame.”

TTherefore, to you who believe, He is pre-
cious; but to those who 'are disobedient,

a“The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone,”

8and

a“A stone of stumbling
And a rock of *offense.”

bThey stumble, being disobedient to the
word, ‘to which they also were appointed.
9But you are a chosen generation, aroyal 2)
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special
people, that you may proclaim the *praises
of Him who *called you out of “darkness*
into His marvelous light; 104who once were
not a people but are now the people of God,

WORD . WEALTH

2:9 chosen, eklektos; Strong’s #1588: Com-
pare “eclectic.” From ek, “out of,” and lego, “to

pick, gather.” The word designates one picked

out from among the larger group for special

service or privileges. It describes Christ as the

chosen Messiah of God (Luke 23:35), angels

as messengers from heaven (1 Tim. 5:21), and

believers as recipients of God’s favor (Matt.
24:22; Rom. 8:33; Col. 3:12). The NT traces the

source of election to God’s grace.

He means to disobedient ones who do not receive Him as pre-
cious. Though Israel nationally rejected Him, Jesus has become
the chief cornerstone in God’s new house.

2:9, 10 The church is the new “Israel,” now including Gentile be-
lievers who once were not a people and who had not obtained
mercy. This quote from Hos. 1 is an indication that the apostles
could view OT prophecies about national Israel as fulfilled in
the church, the new spiritual Israel.

2:7, 8 Peter contrasts what Christ means to believers with what 2:9 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.



1 PETER 2:11 1848
10 *See WW at
Rom. 9:15.
KINGDOM - DYNAMICS 1 qRom. 13} WORD . WEALTH
al. 5:17;
J 4:1
2:9 Priority of Worship, WORSHIP AND THE s;%r;ﬁ/ atEph | 2:21 example, hUpogrammos; Strong’s #5261:

KINGDOM. As a “royal” priesthood, the kingly

1242 Cor. 8:21;

From hupo, “under,” and graphé, “to write”;

nature of the redeemed worshiper is noted. Phil. 2:15; hence, an underwriting. The word referred
This passageisrootedin God's calltoancient | Tus2&1Pel. | to tracing letters, copying the writings of the
Israel (see Ex. 19:5-7). Peter and John (Rev. bMatt. 5:16; teacher. Then it came to denote an example
1:5, 6) draw this truth to full application and fé?é#??get to be followed. The example of Christ enables
prophetic fulfillment in the NT believer. As 411,16 us to endure when we suffer for our faith.

with Israel, deliverance through the blood
of the Lamb is but the beginning. As prom-

*See WW at Col.
ised, dominion and destiny will unfoldas ' | w15 = acloakfor'vice, but as bondservants of God.
their priestly duty is fulfilled. True authority | "¢, %5 17Honor all people. Love the brotherhood.
is always (elated tp a walk in purity ar]d a Fear 2God. Honor the king
constancy in worship. The spirit of worship is * :
essential to all advance of the kingdom. Just P
as ancient Israel will only take theg Promised Submission to Masters
Land while doing battle from a foundation 18aServants, be submissive to your *mas-
of righteous worship before the Lord, so 1 8R<2357~16g 4 ters with all fear, not only to the good and
with the contemporary church. Wewillonly | 7.5 162 5:1) | *gentle, but also to the harsh. 19For this is
:’r‘]%esr:;?iiﬁzﬁrsirggfi‘ispg;vgef:m‘ﬁgzg:l;:g 1al. 518 | acommendable, if because of conscience
grow in our worship of the living God. King- Sgi\é\./\{VsaeteRev' toward God one endures gr‘le‘f, 'st}fferlng
dom power is kept from pollution this way, =~ ‘Wat1Cor | wrongfully. 20For “what credit is it if, when
as kingdom people keep humbly praiseful | 17aProv 2421 | YOU are beaten for your faults, you take it
before the King—and witness His works of | 18°%eh 658 | patiently? But when you do good and suffer,
power with joy (see also Rev. 1:5, 6). (Rev. 5, | “jude4.-See | if you take it patiently, this is commendable
6/Dan. 7:21, 22) JIW.H. s @M hefore God. 21For 4to this you were called, @)
19 aMatt. 5:1 *
who had not *obtained mercy but now have %ﬁgs i ?rf c:;\use Christ alslo *;uffered flor ’ils'f ”lltleav—
obtained mercy. 21 aMatt. 16:24; g7us ar? example, thatyou should follow
B 1 [meos;n g%] 4 | His steps:
Living Before the World . pogou™U. | 22 “Who" committed no sin,
_"Beloved, I beg you as *sojourners and |.seq yw ot acts Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which S, . .
war against the soul, 12%having your con- | 2cers21 | 23%who, when He was reviled, did not re-
duct honorable among the Gentiles, that | %55 557 vile in return; when He suffered, He did not
when they speak against you as evildoers, = Pet3s | threaten, but Pcommitted Himself to Him
bthey may, by your good works which they | 24as.534,11; | Who judges righteously; 24%who Himself
observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. | }3>s55 | bore our sins in His own body on the tree,
- “Fom. 715l bthat we, having died to sins, might live for
Submission to Government oo 2ee’%® | righteousness—‘by whose 'stripes you were
139Therefore submit yourselves to ev- E’ész-eiog ol 5 | healed. 25For %you were like sheep going
ery 'ordinance* of man for the Lord’s sake, = zech.137Gr | astray, but have now returned bto the *Shep-
whether to the king as supreme, 40r to gov- .goww s | herd and 'Overseer of your souls.
ernors, as to those who are sent by him for | John102.
the punishment of evildoers and for the | chapters | Submission to Husbands
*praise of those who do good. 15For this {5 312, Wives, likewise, be 9submissive to your
is the will of God, that by doing good you ggg 51:2023 :30'- own husbands, that even if some do
may put to silence the ignorance of foolish | 716 | not obey the word, they, without a word,

2:11, 12 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

2:12 Gentiles: Here, “pagans” or “heathen.” The day of visitation
is any time God comes in a special act of judgment or mercy.
See Deut. 5:9; Luke 1:68; Acts 15:14. In this context, visitation
is either God’s time for a special dealing with the unsaved or it
is the glorious return of Christ.

2:13—3:6 Particular attention is given to the outworking of
2:11, 12 in specific life situations “among the Gentiles” (v. 12).

2:13 The king refers here and in v. 17 to Nero, the Roman
emperor, who reigned from A.D. 54 to 68.

2:18 Household servants (Gr. oiketai, probably “slaves” here)
are to be submissive out of fear (reverence) of God (see wv. 17,
19). Today this is relevant for contractual agreements wherein
one is under authority to another.

13 aMatt. 22:21
linstitution

men— 169as *free, yet not busing *liberty as

2:21-24 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

2:24, 25 Inv. 21 Christ is our Example; here He is our Redeemer.
Christ’s vicarious death makes possible our response of death
to sins (repentance) and life for God (righteousness). This is NT
Christian conversion in its broadest application, which Peter
describes when he says, by whose stripes you were healed.
Peter’s intent in quoting Is. 53:5 is to show that personal whole-
ness—mental, psychological, physical, and spiritual—flows from
this conversion.

3:1 Likewise: A comparison is drawn between wives’ obedience
to their husbands and servants’ obedience to their masters (2:18;
see also 2:13). Both situations call for reverent behavior from
servants and wives (2:18; 3:2) toward ungodly masters and hus-
bands (2:18, 19; 3:1). As wv. 3—6 indicate, a wife’s obedience is
not from intimidation, but from a quiet confidence, which is



3:1-7 Relating to an Unbelieving Spouse,
FAMILY. Many people find themselves in a
marriage to an unbeliever as a result of com-
ing to salvation or rededication to Christ after
marriage. In such a situation, the believer is
to live God’s love in such a way that it per-
meates the whole family situation, much as
leaven swells to cause a whole loaf of bread to
rise. According to God’s Word, there is reason
to expect His grace to impact both the spouse
and the children, drawing them to Christ
(1 Cor. 7:10-16). Peter exhorts that while the
continual words of a believing spouse may
become a nagging irritant, their changed and
loving behavior is a more persuasive testimo-
ny as they manifest love not in word, but in
deed (1John 3:18). (Heb. 12:5, 6/Gen. 2:24*) R.L.B.

3:4 The Heart-Adorning of a “Helper,” MEN

AND WOMEN IN GOD’S DESIGN. The heart

denotes “thoughts, feelings, mind, middle”
(kardia, Strong's #2588), as the deepest, most

inner recess of our being. A godly woman,
abiding in the Holy Spirit (who Himself lives

inthe hidden place of our hearts) can grow to

learn a trust in the insight and understanding

the Lord gives her. With a gentle and quiet

spirit, God wants her to bring insight and val-
ue to her husband and their marriage. She

is to be “adorned” with a spirit that is not
self-exalting or casting herself as her hus-
band'’s teacher; yet, they are still ordained to

be and become full partners as the husband

receives the day-to-day relational “help” God

has given to him in his wife (see Gen. 2:18).
(Eph. 5:21-32/Gen. 1:26—28*) J.H.H.

may ‘be won by the conduct of their wives,
2awhen they observe your *chaste conduct
(O accompanied by fear. 3¢Do not let your
adornment be merely outward—arranging
the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine ap-
parel— 4rather let it be “the hidden person
of the heart, with the 'incorruptible beauty
of a *gentle and quiet spirit, which is very
precious in the sight of God. 5For in this
manner, in former times, the holy women
who trusted in God also *adorned them-
selves, being submissive to their own hus-
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1Matt. 18:15
241 Pet. 2:12;
3:6

*See WW at
1John 3:3.

34s. 3:18;
1Tim. 2:9

4 %Rom. 2:29
limperishable

*See WW at
Matt. 21:5.

5*See WW at
Matt. 25:7.

6 9Gen. 18:12
*See WW at
Rom. 6:17.
791 Cor. 7:3;
[Eph. 5:25];
Col. 3:19
b1 Cor. 12:23
¢Job 42:8

*See WW at Heb.

11:9.
8NU humble
9 9[Prov. 17:13]
bMatt. 5:44
Matt. 25:34
10 9Ps.
34:12-16
bJames 1:26
Irestrain
11 9Ps. 37:27
bRom. 12:18
12 aJohn 9:31
13 Prov. 16:7
14 aJames 1:12
bls. 8:12
*See WW at
Luke 24:38.
15 aPs, 119:46
b[Titus 3:7]
Iset apart 2NU
Christ as Lord
16 21 Tim. 1:5;
Heb. 13:18;
1 Pet. 3:21

1 PETER 3:17

bands, 6as Sarah *obeyed Abraham, calling
him lord, whose daughters you are if you
do good and are not afraid with any terror.

A Word to Husbands

7aHusbands, likewise, dwell with them (O
with understanding, giving honor to the
wife, bas to the weaker vessel, and as being
*heirs together of the grace of life, ¢that your
prayers may not be hindered.

Called to Blessing

8Finally, all of you be of one mind, having (1)
compassion for one another; love as broth-
ers, be tenderhearted, be 'courteous; 9%not (1)
returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling,
but on the contrary Pblessing, knowing that
you were called to this, ‘that you may inherit
ablessing. 10For

a“He who would love life
And see good days,
bLet him 'refrain his tongue from
evil,
And his lips from speaking deceit.
N Let him %turn away from evil and do
good;
bLet him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the
righteous,
2And His ears are open to their
prayers;
But the face of the LORD is against
those who do evil.”

Suffering for Right and Wrong

13aAnd who is he who will harm you if
you become followers of what is good?
149But even if you should suffer for righ-
teousness’ sake, you are blessed. Y“And do
not be afraid of their threats, nor be *trou-
bled.” 15But 'sanctify 2the Lord God in your (1)
hearts, and always %be ready to give a de-
fense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the Yhope that is in you, with meekness
and fear; 16%having a good conscience, that
when they defame you as evildoers, those
who revile your good conduct in Christ may
be ashamed. 17For it is better, if it is the will
of Godg, to suffer for doing good than for
doing evil.

the fruit of trust in God. Such a comparison between servants the sexes in marriage. A hushand is to consider the lesser physical
and wives was appropriate in a first-century setting with its strength and vulnerability of his wife (the weaker vessel). See
slavery and the subordinate role of women in society. However, Kingdom Dynamics at 3:1-7.

the principles of respectful godly behavior and a quiet spirit

transcend the boundaries of time.

3:3, 4 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.
3:7 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

3:8, 9 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

3:13-15 Suffering for righteousness’ sake evokes two responses:

(1) reverence toward the Lord God (or toward Christ as Lord, see
. . marginal note); and (2) readiness to answer for one’s hope (see
3:7 Likewise invokes the preceding directives upon the husbands 1.3 13 1) with meekness and fear (“gentleness and reverence’).
as well, and they are to dwell with . . . understanding, giving

honor to their spouses, indicating a certain reciprocity between 3:15 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.



1 PETER 3:18
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18 INU, M you
20 'NU, M
PRAYING THEWORD whenthe WORD . WEALTH
longsuffering
Help me, Lord. to exalt Zfaggg/;‘fv e 4:3 lewdness, aselgeia; Strong's #766: Total
/ ! Lo e | debauchery, unashamed indecency, unbri-
You and set You apart as [Titus 3:5] dled lust, unrestrained depravity. The per-
holy in my heart, and to apom: 1010 son with this characteristic has an insolent
. bRom. 8:38; defiance of public opinion, sinning in broad
always be ready to give a Heb. 1:6 daylight with arrogance and contempt.
CHAPTER 4
def ense to everyone who 1’fglruufs>mits enness, revelries, drinking parties, and
asks me for a reason for 2alom 113 | abominable idolatries. 4In regard to these,
the hope that is in me. 3NU time they think it strange that you do not run
Adapted from 1 Peter 315 with them in the same flood of dissipation,
speaking evil of you. 5They will give an ac-
Christ’s Suffering and Ours count to Him who is ready “to judge the
18For Christ also suffered once for sins, living and the dead. éFor this reason “the
the just for the unjust, that He might bring gospel was preached also to those who are
lus to God, being put to death in the flesh dead, that they might be judged according
but made alive by the Spirit, 19by whom to men in the flesh, but blive according to
also He went and preached to the spirits God in the spirit.
in prison, 20who formerly were disobedient, . )
'when once the Divine longsuffering waited Serving for God's Glory o
in the days of Noah, while the ark was be- | . . 7But “the end of all things is at hand;
ing prepared, in which a few, that is, eight | “rom 145, | therefore be *serious and watchful in your
souls, were saved through water. 219There | g4 by 112 | Prayers.8And above all things have fervent
is also an antitype which now saves us— 319’Rom. | love for one another, for “love will cover a

baptism P(not the removal of the filth of the
flesh, cbut the answer of a good conscience

8:9, 13]; Gal.
5:25
7 2Rom. 13:11;

another bwithout grumbling. 109As each

Heb. 9:26; ) ) C N
toward God), through the resurrection of #%Tﬁﬁ g:‘?,sg; one has received a *gift, minister it to one
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven “See WW at another, bas good stewards of ‘the mani-
and s at the right hand of God, angels | gumes 1042 | f0ld grace of God. M9If anyone speaks, let
and authorities and powers having been | 1 cori3:4 him speak as the 'oracles of God. If anyone
made subject to Him. 9¢1Tim.32; | Iministers, let him do it as with the ability
Therefore, since Christ suffered forus | e 152 which God supplies, that Pin all things God
i i 10 %Rom. 12:6-8 ifi i
in the flesh, arm yourselves also with | 19:em 1268 may be glorified through Ji esuzs Christ, tO*
the same mind, for he who has sufferedin | 1co.41,2° | whombelong the glory and the 2Zdominion
(3 the flesh has ceased from sin, 2that he no s \w. | foreverand ever. Amen.
longer should live the rest of his time in the | 1Cot 1.7
flesh for the lusts of men, Sbut for the will of | ' byt oo i1, SUffering for God's Glory
God. 3For we have spent enough of ourpast | 1o 12Beloved, do not think it strange con-2)
Nifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles— Sziomfgpfy cerning the fiery trial which is to try you,
when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunk- | 1 Tim. 6:16. as though some strange thing happened

3:18-20 This difficult passage, undoubtedly clearer to its first
readers, has been variously interpreted. It probably refers to
Christ’s proclaiming, through the event of His Resurrection, the
fruits of His victory to spirits in prison (demon spirits). These
spirits apparently were also behind the corruption of the world
in Noah’s day. See Gen. 6:1-8; 2 Pet. 2:4, 5; Jude 6. This proc-
lamation may be part of Christ’s subsequent sovereignty over
“angels and authorities and powers” (1 Pet. 3:22). Nothing is said
of a response from the hearers, and the passage ought not to
be interpreted as referring to a second chance for salvation for
those who refuse the truth in this life. See note on Eph. 4:9, 10.

3:18 Christ is the model for unjust suffering (see wv. 15-17).

3:21 It is the response of faith on the occasion of baptism that
saves. In early Christianity, water baptism was much more closely
linked to the initial confession of faith than is often the case
today (see Rom. 6:3, 4).

4:1, 2 Therefore: Because Christ suffered (see 3:18), believers
are to be prepared to follow Him in suffering. This frame of
mind has a purging effect, disciplining one to live for the will
of God. Believers are to reckon themselves “dead indeed to
sin” (Rom. 6:11).

4:2 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

4:5 Ready to judge the living and the dead refers to judgment
at Christ’s return (see 2 Tim. 4:1), which is drawing near (1 Pet.
4:7; see also 5:4).

4:6 Those who are dead are people who heard the gospel
preached when alive and thus were given an opportunity to
live according to God in the spirit. “In the spirit” here refers
to the realm of the Spirit, with eternal life especially in view
(see 3:18, where Christ was “made alive by [or “in”] the Spirit”).
This opportunity also meant they were judged according to
men in the flesh, meaning that the issue of eternal judgment
is determined by one’s response to the gospel while alive. See
Heb. 9:27.

4:7 Since the end of the present order with the return of Christ is
ever approaching (see James 5:7-9), Christians are to be watchful.
See Matt. 24:42—44; 1 Thess. 5:1-11.

4:9 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.
4:10, 11 See Rom. 12:1-8 and 1 Cor. 12.
4:12-19 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

multitude of sins.” 94Be hospitable to one )
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1:!34 4James 1:2
2 Tim. 2:12
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et. 1.8.
14 aMatt. 5:11;
4:10 stewards, oikonomos; Strong's #3623: Lukea 6:22; 5:3-5 Setting a Good Example, LEADER
Compare “economy.” From oikos, “house,” ﬁ‘,\j‘jns_:gjw TRAITS. The life of a spiritual leader comes
and nemo, “to arrange.” The word originally linsulted or with the realization that the eyes of the Lord
referred to the manager of a household or gen"]’l’gdﬂf'ej‘t’est are not the only eyes watching our behavior.
estate, and then in a broader sense denoted of v. 14. God calls us to be an example before Him and
an administrator or steward in general. In Sj:n‘g\;‘/ 1?}5 . before others; this is one of our responsibili-
1 Corinthians 4:1and Titus 1:7, it refers to Chris- See WW at ties as leaders. The first step toward becom-
tian ministers; but in 1 Peter 4:10, it denotes 15R,eV- 21 “11:/1 3. ing an exemplary leader is to love God, be His
Christians in general, using the gifts entrust- | 12 G rame son or daughter, and draw near to Him—but
ed to them by the Lord for the strengthening 17 dis. 10:12 that is not the only step. As leaders, we also
and encouragement of fellow believers. 1ame10:12 | need to grow in the mind of Christ, which
*See WW at allows us to grow as genuine representatives
to you; 3but *rejoice °to the extent thatyou | ,g37e%>2% | of Christ. The greatest asset of the leaderwho
partake of Christ’s sufferings, that P‘when | 2Tim.1:12 points to Christ is being a true example of
His glory is revealed, you may alsobe glad | CHAPTER 5 g?{rﬁtsfr:g/éia;;*)az : submitted servant.
with exceeding joy. 4If you are 'reproached* | ' Matt 2637 PSRRI S
for the name of Christ, “blessed are you, for | "See WW at
Rev. 1:5.
the Spirit of glory and of God *rests upon | 2 aJohn 21:16; WORD WEALTH
you. 20n their part He is blasphemed, bbut | 5552°28,
. ) c i -3 ]
onyour part He is glorified. 15But let none of ; ! Tim. 3:3 WU 5:7 care, merimna; Strong’s #3308: From
you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, ghgtoGod meird, “to divide,” and nous, “the mind.” The
oras a'busybody in other people’s matters. | ~ vzt 20:05 word denotes distractions, anxieties, bur-
16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, lethim | masters dens, and worries. Merimna means to be
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in anxious beforehand about daily life. Suc'h
this 'matter: worry is unnecessary, because the Father’s
e °. G love provides for both our daily needs and
For the time has come %for Jufig.ment.to our special needs.
begin at the house of God; and if it begins
with us first, P‘what will be the end of those | vps. 12 | over bthose entrusted to you, but ‘being
who do not obey the gospel of God? 8Now | o3 5'® | examples to the flock; “and when the Chief
1 Thess. 1:7; 3 i b
i the ghtcousonelsscarclysived, | +9 f Shepherdappearsyou vill recevethe
Where will the ungodly and the Thus 27 glory Y-
*sinner appear?” 4 eass | Submit to God, Resist the Devil
Heb. 13:20; . . .
19Therefore let those who sufferaccording | 1 Pot 225 SLikewise you younger people, submit ()
to the will of God “commit their souls to -seawwa | Yourselvestoyourelders.Yes, %all of you be
Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 5J%hn 211. | submissive to one another, and be clothed
congar | with *humility, for
Eph. 5:21
Shepherd the Flock WProv 534 W 7
The elders who are among you I ex- Jg‘qess ot ¥“God resists the proud,
hort, I who am a fellow elder and a ‘Sgg %W s e But gives grace to the *humble.”
’ 119, « See
awitness* of the sufferings of Christ, and }"’g’v at2Cor | ¢Therefore *humble yourselves under the
also a partaker of the glory that will be re- | 6 ﬁ:; o at mighty hand of God, that He may *exalt you
vealed: 29Shepherd the flock of God which | seewwat in due time, 7casting all your care upon Him,
isamong you, serving as overseers, fnotby | gi2nes 10, | for He cares for you.
compulsion but 'willingly, ‘not for dishon- jmfch'jlﬂgmit 8Be 'sober, be 2vigilant; 3because your ad-

est gain but eagerly; 3nor as %being lords

4:16 One of three times that the word Christian appears in the
NT. See Acts 11:26; 26:28.

4:17 Christian suffering is explained (for) in part as the begin-

ning of God’s appointed time.. . . for judgment. Such suffering
has a cleansing effect (vv. 1, 2) on the house of God, which is
the church (cf. believers as “a spiritual house” in 2:5). Divine
judgment will culminate in the terrible outpouring of wrath
upon those choosing to refuse the gospel. A similar sequence
of judgment is found in Mal. 3:1-3; 4:1-6.

5:1 The apostle humbly refers to himself as a fellow elder. Suf-

fering in this time and the subsequent glory when Christ returns

are also linked elsewhere in this letter (1:5-7, 11; 3:13; 5:9, 10).

5:2, 3 The risen Lord personally told Simon Peter to feed the
flock of God out of love for Him (John 21:15-17).

because

versary the devil walks about like a roaring

5:5-7 See section 1 of Truth in Action at the end of 1 Pet.

5:5 Likewise is a transition word denoting a shift to a different
group.

5:6 Humble interpersonal relations (w. 2, 3, 5) are to be lived
out under the mighty hand of God (observe therefore at the
beginning of the verse). It is He who will exalt the humble in
due time, that is, when the “Chief Shepherd appears” (v. 4). “The
mighty hand of God” perhaps alludes especially to the Exodus,
when deliverance came to Israel. See Ex. 3:19; 6:1; 7:5; 13:3;
Deut. 5:15.

5:8, 9 Resist: The active imperative indicates an assertive
stance against the Adversary’s operations. Because of the
devil’s aggressive hostility, Christians must be spiritually
alert, not only to withstand his attacks (employing the armor



1 PETER 5:9

KINGDOM - DYNAMICS

5:8 Growth Inhibitor #1: The Deuvil,
GROWTH. A believer’s growth may be hin-
dered or halted by three distinct enemies:
the devil, the world, and the flesh. We are
warned how the devil walks or roams about
like a lion. When lions hunt, they look for
weak, young, isolated, unguarded animals.
They are the ones marked for attack. The
devil’s ultimate agenda is to destroy us, not
merely to hurt, maim, or discourage, but to
devour and destroy us. He does that when he
gets us to bow to circumstances, pressures,
or forces of his evil design, hoping thereby to
make us yield to him. To overcome, adopt a
reverse: B.OW. to Jesus, the One you Believe,
Obey, and Worship. He overcame, refusing
to bow to Satan'’s devices (Matt. 4:8-10), and
our growth in Him will bring the same abil-
ity to resist or stand against the devil (1 Pet.
5:9). Be clothed in the full armor of God: be
armed with the Word of God (Eph. 6:10-14),
believe Him (Heb. 11:6), obey Him (1 John
3:24), and worship Him (John 4:23). Receive
Christ’s overcoming victory! (John 17:4-26/
James 4:4) K.U.

PRAYING THE WORD

Lord, help me to be sober
and vigilant, because my
adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may
devour. Strengthen me
to resist him, steadfast
in my faith, knowing
that my fellow believers
in the world experience

the same sufferings.
Adapted from 1Peter 5:8, 9

lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9Re-

sist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing
that the same sufferings are experienced
by your brotherhood in the world. 10But
'may the God of all grace, “who called 2us
to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
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1041 Cor. 1:9;
1 Thess. 2:12
INU the God of
all grace, 2NU,
M you 3NU will
perfect

*See WW at Heb.
11:3.

11 %Rev. 1:6

you have suffered a while, 3perfect,* estab- | 1242 cor. 1:19;

lish, strengthen, and settle you. "%To Him

be the glory and the dominion foreverand |,

ever. Amen.

1 Thess. 1:1;
2 Thess. 1:1
bActs 20:24
See WW at
Rom. 3:4.

WORD . WEALTH

5:10 establish, sterizo; Strong’s #4741: To
strengthen, make firm, establish, fix, set up.
The Christian has the glory of God to look
forward to, but the time before that in this
life may include significant suffering (5:10).
However, the duration of such suffering will
seem like only a little while in the light of the
eternal glory ahead. Also, after the suffering,
growth in the Lord will be completed. This may
be because the suffering has had the effect of
burning away the dross in the believer’s life
and left a solid foundation for the rest of life
here and eternity. Interestingly, in James 5:8,
sterizo is used as motivation to be prepared
for the coming of the Lord, which could be
soon. The word is also used in 1 Thessalonians
3:2, when the infant church in Thessalonica
was being persecuted (3:3). Even though the
apostle Paul had previously warned them
to expect such persecution as part of being
Christians (3:4), because the Thessalonian
believers were just newborn spiritual babies
(Acts 17:1-10), Paul feared that the devil might
successfully tempt them (1 Thess. 3:5). So Paul
had sent his assistant, Timothy, to Thessalo-
nica to strengthen the church by further es-
tablishing it in its faith in Jesus Christ (3:2).
Toward that end, Paul fervently prayed for the
hearts of the young Thessalonian Christians
to be established even until the coming of the
Lord Jesus with His saints (3:13).

5:10 Awakened to Grace, REVIVAL. Our
“God of all grace” has freely given us all that
Christ accomplished in His death and res-
urrection. Grace is God’s love in action on
our behalf, freely giving us His forgiveness,
His acceptance, and His favor, and abiding
with us as the operating power of heaven
to meet every need of our lives. In revival,
the “manifold grace of God” (1) restores to
wholeness (Gr. katartizo, “to restore, to re-
pair, to perfect, to complete, to mend, and
to equip”); (2) establishes a solid foundation
and grounds us securely in the truths of His
unconditional love; (3) provides the ability
to stand firm, knowing His strength in our
innerman to live triumphantly; and (4) brings
the blessedness of His “rest” and the fullness
of His promises. (1 Thess. 5:19/Ezek. 44:15*) G.F.

Farewell and Peace

12By @Silvanus, our faithful brother as I
consider him, I have written to you briefly,
exhorting and testifying bthat this is the

*true grace of God in which you stand.

described in Eph. 6:10—18) but in prayer and spiritual warfare Trials are temporary in light of eternity. See The Key of Suffering:
Unlocking God’s Glory.

5:10 God’s eternal glory (vv. 1, 4) is contrasted with the compar- 5:12 Silvanus also appears as a coworker of Paul in 2 Cor. 1:19,
atively brief period during which these Christians suffer (see 1:6). 1 Thess. 1:1, and 2 Thess. 1:1. He is probably the Silas (possibly

opposing him.



1853 1 PETER 5:14

13She who is in Babylon, elect together 18 9Acts 12:12, Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus.
with you, greets you; and so does *Markmy |y, s10; > | Amen.
son. 14Greet one another with akiss of love, | Philem-24

the Greek form of the Latinized Silvanus) who accompanied Paul to imperial Rome, with which early church tradition associates
on his second missionary journey. Silvanus seems to have had both Peter and John Mark. It less likely refers to a sister congre-
a significant part in the writing of this letter. See Introduction gation located in Babylon. Mark may have been converted by
to 1 Peter: Author. means of Peter’s Jerusalem ministry (see Acts 12:1-16).

5:13 Most scholars suggest that Babylon is a symbolic reference
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TRUTH IN ACTION

THROUGH 1 PETER

Letting the Holy Spirit Bring God’s Truth to Life in You

1PETER TEACHES TEXT 1PETER INVITES

Growing in Godliness 2:11, 12 Let your life witness for Jesus, regard-
less of circumstances.
The Book of 1 Peter

challenges us to live godly
lives, even in the midst of
trial, suffering, or persecution.
Circumstances do not affect

2:21-2/4 Understand that suffering is part
of the Christian life. Study Jesus’
responses to suffering, and follow His

godly principles for living. example.
Whether you are being loved
or cursed, you are to bless. 3:3, 4 Women, place greatest value on the
Whether you will be embraced inner beauty of the heart. Seek to have
or persecuted, your life and a peaceful and humble spirit, which is
testimony are to witness to precious to God.
the hope of salvation in Jesus
Christ. Consistency in godly 257 Men, have a peaceful and humble
living, despite circumstances, spirit; be understanding of your
is the true test of growth in wife. Honor her as an equal heir of
godliness. salvation, so your prayers will not be
impeded.
3:8,9 Choose to bless and not curse or retal-

iate. Speak words of blessing, and be
a blessing everywhere you go.

3:15 Keep Jesus as Lord of your life. Always
be ready to share your hope and faith
with others.

4:9 Extend hospitality with a joyful heart.

5:5-7 Live in humility with all people.
Understand that pride will cause God
to resist you, so repent and turn from
it. Humble yourself, knowing that
God will give you grace and lift you up
in His time. Give God your anxieties.
Know with confidence that He will
care for you.
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Cultivating Dynamic 1:8 Deeply love and believe in Jesus, even
Devotion though you cannot see Him.
]J)ees\;c;teezgﬁrtshe(l)futo loving 1:10-12 Interpret the Old Testament with the
5 ghyou P
cannot see Him. Loving and revelatlop in the New Tgstgmgnt. Study
believing in Him with faith the‘mess.lanlc prpphemes mn light of .
releases unspeakable joy and their fulfillment in Jesus’ !1fe. Worship
glory in your life. Spend time the Lo‘rd asyou see ‘ghe m¥racle of who
studying the Old Testament Jesus is as revealed in Scripture.
prophecies about Jesus and K
their fulfillment in the New 2:4—6 Come to Jesus. Honor and worship
Testament. Realize that the precious, living stone—the chief
angels long to look on these cornerstone on yvhigh our life of faith
things and that studying the and the church is built.
Bible is a privilege. Worship
Jesus; praise and honor Him. 2:9 Understand that you are part of God’s
Faithfully glorify the Lord even chosen and special people, the church.
when you know you will face Therefore, praise Him, who brought
persecution, remembering you out of the darkness of sin and
that the Spirit of glory and death into the light of freedom and life.
of God will rest on you in the
midst of your suffering. 4:12-19 Glorify Jesus even amid intense per-
secution. Joyfully know that you are
sharing in Jesus’ sufferings. Under-
stand that when you are insulted and
despised, the Spirit of glory and of
God rests on you.
Pursuing Holiness 1:2 Understand that the Holy Spirit makes
We are washed in the us ho}y, set .apart by the blood of Jesus.
blood of Jesus Christ, which Obedience is to be our response.
makes us holy. The Holy Spirit
sets us apart for the purpose 1:14, 15 Understand that'God has made you
of obedience and holy living. holy, even as He is holy, so you can live
Live in holiness and honor a holy life by His grace and the power
the Lord, knowing that your of His Spirit, who lives in you.
salvation was bought at the
great and precious price of His 1:17-19 Live in holiness, honoring the Lord.
own blood. In response to all Remember that your life was bought
that the Lord has done for you, with Jesus’ blood.
dedicate the rest of your days
to doing His will. 2:1,2 Seek to be honest, sincere, and pure in
all relationships. Thirst for God’s Word.
Apply it to your life so you will grow.
4:2 Live each day to do God’s will.
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The Walk of Faith

The goal and reward of
faith is salvation. Therefore,
faith is precious, even more
precious than gold. God
refines our faith as gold as we
go through trials and testing.
Gold is refined by fire; as
the temperature increases,
impurities begin to become
evident. As they surface, they
can be removed, thereby
purifying the gold. This is true
with our faith as well. As we
undergo testing and see the
impurities of sin surface, we
are to ask forgiveness so we
can be made clean and pure.
Embrace God’s refining work
in your life; it is His mercy to
you and will result in praise
and honor to Him.

1:3-5

1:6,7

1:9

Understand that our inheritance of
salvation in Jesus is a living hope, kept
for us in heaven where it cannot be
ruined or fade away. Know that God’s
mighty power is keeping you through
faith for salvation.

Remember that as you endure suffer-
ing, your faith is being refined as with
fire. Value your faith more than gold.
Look toward the coming of Jesus, so
that your faith, having been tested,
will result in praise, honor, and glory
to Jesus.

Understand that the goal of your faith
is salvation.
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